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The Voter
April 2016
League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa

From the President
Looking ahead to our April and May Calendar, our League of
Women Voters Johnson County non-partisan forums are front and center,
including our end of the legislative session forum, and our two forums
concerning candidates for the June 7 Primary. We are fortunate in
Johnson County to have well qualified candidates for County Supervisor
and for the Iowa Legislature. I hope that many of you will come to our
April 27th forum for the Supervisor race and to the May 12 forum for the
House District 77 candidate race to hear all of the candidates explain their
priorities and positions. All forums are broadcast on local access Iowa
City Channel 4, on Coralvision, and on North Liberty TV multiple times
after the actual event. Being well informed about your voting options in
the June 7 primary for supervisors and legislators is very important to
help our area go forward in the future.
The League of Women Voters USA will be holding our national
convention in Washington D.C. in June, 2016. We are very happy to be
sending two delegates from our local League – Syndy and Jim Conger. One
item of business at this national convention is to elect leadership for the
national League. Iowa’s League of Women Voters co-President Deborah
Turner has been nominated to be a director on the National League
Board. We strongly support Deb’s candidacy and think it would be
wonderful to have an Iowa representative like Deb on the National Board.
That has not happened since our own Pat Jensen served on the National
Board from 1982-1986.
With the League’s help, please stay engaged in the political process
and Happy Spring everyone!

Voter Services
Mark your calendar for these important dates.

Wednesday, April 27
Board of Supervisors Primary Race Candidate Forum for 3 seats
Iowa City Council Chambers, 7-8:30pm.
Address: 410 E. Washington Street
Thursday, May 12
State Representative District 77 Primary Race Candidate Forum
Coralville City Council Chambers, 7-8:30pm. Address: 1512 7th St
There are 2 Democrats and 2 Republicans running. All candidates
have been invited.
Website: lwvjc.org

We will not hold a fourth Legislative Forum this year.
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Treasurer - Carter Bell,
515 371-9646
Katy Hansen, 466-3119
Kathy Penningroth,
319 621-5998
Pat Jensen, 338-8123
Cathy Eisenhofer, 319 3897492
Linda Schreiber, 828-4323
Nancy Porter, 338-0194
Paula Vaughan, 319 631-8322
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Calendar of Coming Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

April 16

11:00AM –
2:00PM

J.C. Health and
Human Services
Building, Rm 203

Johnson County for All: How Can We Make
Johnson County Livable for All of Its
Residents?

April 18

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL, Room B

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

April 26

9:00AM –
5:00PM

Doubletree by
Hilton, Cedar
Rapids

Iowa Women Lead Change Conference

April 26

7:00 PM

Coralville Public
Library

Carrie Chatman Catt Book Group

April 30

9:30 –
11:30AM

Iowa City Council
Chambers

End of the Session Legislative Forum

May 12

7:00 –
8:30PM

Coralville City
Council Chambers

Candidates for House District 77 Forum

May 16

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

May 19

Evening

TBA

Annual dinner meeting

May 24

7:00PM

TBA

CCC Book Group

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Group
The CCC Book Group met
on March 22 for a lively
discussion of: Of
Plymouth Plantation, the
first chapter in Jay
Parini’s “Promised
Land:Thirteen Books
that Shaped America”.
Our next meeting will be
In Room B at the Coralville Public Library on April 26 at 7 PM. Members who would like to
participate can email Nancy Lynch at nancylynch1941@gmail.com to get on our mailing list.
Many of the original texts we are discussing (those past copyright protection) can be
downloaded free at the website www.Gutenberg.org. For example, search for “Federalist
Papers”. Then you can read the document on the website or download it on your computer
or other device, using your Kindle or Overdrive App to get documents with images.
Website: lwvjc.org
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LWVJC members
Gaylen Wobeter,
Paula Vaughn,
and Cathy
Eisenhofer with
Representatives
Mary Mascher
and Vicki
Lensing on
Capitol Day,
March 10.

LWVIA Capitol Day
LWVIA held Capitol Day on March 10 of the 2016 legislative session. LWVJC
President Gaylen Wobeter and board members Paul Vaughn and Cathy Eisenhofer traveled
to Des Moines and joined 30 statewide League members to lobby for our 2016 priorities:
Voting Rights, Water Quality, Justice Reforms, Health Care/Mental Health, Preserving our
Democracy, Violence Against Women, Education, Gun Safety and Emergency Medical
Services (EMS). http://www.lwvia.org/#!blank/c1z0s
Gov. Branstad and Lt. Gov. Reynolds met with League members to present an
economic study SAVE for the Future Proposal, which is currently making its way through
the legislature. The proposal extends the Secure and Advanced Vision for Education (SAVE)
fund for 20 years, until the year 2049. Extending this fund would generate long-term
funding for education infrastructure and allocate a portion of funding for water quality
efforts throughout the state. It is estimated that schools in Iowa would receive an
additional $20.7 billion while $4.7 billion would be dedicated to water quality efforts. The
downside of Governor Branstad's plan is that Iowans voted to increase the local option
sales tax with all the money going to support education. There are many other options to
improve water quality in Iowa. These options are contingent with the legislature passing
water quality bills, and the governor signing them.
Our thanks to Johnson County Senators and Representatives for finding time to meet
with us; Sens. Joe Bolkcom and Kevin Kinney, and Reps. Vicki Lensing and Mary Mascher.
Vicki and Mary joined us for lunch and gave us a tour of the House and Senate Chambers. If
you have not visited the beautiful Iowa Capitol building, join the League next year for
Capitol Day.

Website: lwvjc.org
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Do You Have League Artifacts that Should Go Down In History?
Since the early 1980s the Iowa Women’s Archives has received seven collections
of artifacts from local members of the LWV-JC offering an impressive record of its many
interests from 1923 to 2007. Some collections overlap with others in years, but all
collections have unique papers or photos or tapes demonstrating the breadth the League’s
work, community involvement, voter services, and advocacy.
This collection offers a close to continuous material history of local League, even
including some of the LWVJC founder Zella White Stewart’s papers (others are housed in
the Johnson County Historical Society, Coralville, Iowa). In addition to having copies of
the League’s current member newsletter, the VOTER, from 1955 to 1994, the collection
houses a complete run of the VOTER’s precursor, Bulletin of the Johnson County League of
Women Voters from 1923 to 1956. Because these records document local history as well
as League history, they should be a valuable resource for any local historians.
The secretary of the Board of Directors will begin gathering documents during
2016 for new boxes of donations. In addition to updating Minutes of Board meetings and
issues of the VOTER, she will encourage current members to check their own files for
items they would like to archive for posterity. The Women’s Archives are interested in
the League’s day-to-day business and its special events for the public—forums,
educational lecture series, workshops, study groups and advocacy groups.
If you would like to contribute to this project, contact Syndy Conger, Secretary
(syndy@mchsi.com).

LWVIA Council
Our Iowa League Council will meet on the campus of the Marshalltown
Community College, in Marshalltown, IA, on Saturday, June 11 from 9:30AM-2:30 PM.
The Council, which consists of a minimum of two delegates from each local League as
well as the LWVIA Board of Directors, will elect officers and directors, give guidance to
the Board on programming, adopt a budget for 2016-17, and offer training to attendees.
Openings on the LWVIA Board include co-President, Vice President, Treasurer, and
Directors (2).
There are 4 Board of Directors meetings and 3 general meetings (Issues Briefing,
Lobby Day, Council or Convention) in a calendar year. LWVIA has 3 part-time paid
employees -Administrative Assistant who does the VOTER /website, a Bookkeeper who
does the accounting and financial spreadsheets, and a Lobbyist at the Capitol in Des
Moines.
If you are interested or seek more information about serving on the LWVIA
Board, please contact me.
Polly Horton
pollyshorton@gmail.com

Website: lwvjc.org
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VOTE411.org is an electronic voting guide (website) created and managed by the
League of Women Voters of the U.S., and funded by the League’s Education Fund. It uses
voter guide software developed and maintained by e.thepeople (ETP). VOTE411 provides
voter registration information, candidate information, and descriptions of the offices for
which candidates are running, polling locations, and lists elected officials with their contact
information. VOTE411 extends the county auditor’s website with information about the
background of a candidate, and the candidates responses to specific issues affecting the
District, County and/or City.
Why is the League going to all this work? It is difficult for voters to get objective and
consistent information to compare candidates in order to decide among them. VOTE411
does not support or oppose candidates or political parties. It asks the same questions of all
of the candidates in a particular race, questions that address the major issues for that office.
There are 3 levels for covering races in VOTE411.org, much the same as the three
levels of the League. LWVUS covers the Presidential Race. State Leagues cover races for
statewide elected officials: Governor, Lt. Governor, etc. State Leagues also cover U.S. Senate
races. Local Leagues cover the following races: U.S. Congressional seats, Iowa Legislators,
County and City officials and School Board races.
This year Iowa has primaries for a U.S. Senate seat, the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Congressional
Districts and several Iowa Legislative Districts. Local Leagues can cover primary races in
their city or county or just cover the general election.
LWVIA Board of Directors made the decision to participate at the state level in
VOTE411.org again this year. Two members of the Board, Linda Murken and Terese Grant,
have volunteered to assist local Leagues in organizing and coordinating their efforts should
the local League choose to participate as well.
There is an annual fee to use VOTE411.org. LWVIA pays $500, and local League
pricing varies from $200-$400 depending on number of members (LWVJC would pay
$400). This fee can be paid from Ed Funds.
Please contact me if you are interested in participating in VOTE411!
Polly Horton (LWVIA and LWVJC)
pollyshorton@gmail.com

Please welcome our newest members:
Abbie Weipert
Travis Weipert

Voter editor is Nancy Lynch

nancylynch1941@gmail.com
Website: lwvjc.org
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Fundraising Drive 2016
The League of Women Votes of Johnson County, Iowa (LWVJC) has worked
since our inception to foster civic engagement and ensure access to voting. Our
efforts are to make government participatory and include:
• Monitoring voting rights laws and lobbying for inclusion of all citizens
• Holding candidate forums, legislative forums, and programs to learn about
and discuss the merits of current issues
• Studying particular issues such as affordable housing and campaign
finance reform both locally and in conjunction with our state and national
organizations in order to lobby for our principles
• Registering new voters and encouraging all citizens to participate and vote.
Do you also appreciate the value of an honest political process? If so, we
would appreciate your financial (and participatory) support. All of our work is
carried out using the volunteer efforts of our members, but we do need to raise
funds to pay for communication costs, educational materials and meetings.
Fundraising Committee,
Cathy Eisenhofer, Katy Hansen, Polly Horton, Nancy Lynch, and Judy Pfohl
At this writing, 25 of our 77 League members and 2 local businesses have
contributed. If you have already donated, thank you! If you can help, please send
your donation with the form below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
We Need Your Help in 2016
“I want to support the League of Women Voters of Johnson County, Iowa.
Politics should not be a spectator sport”
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
o Checks may be made out to LWVJC, c/o Polly Horton, 221 E College Street, Iowa City,
Iowa 52240. Gifts to the League are very important, but because they support
activities that include advocacy, they are not tax deductible.
o Education Fund: Gifts designated for our Education Fund are tax deductible. These
checks can be made out to LWVJC/EF.
Please return this form with your check. You will receive an acknowledgement

Website: lwvjc.org

