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April 2017

NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
In this Issue:
From the President
Looking back on the 2017 Legislative Session so far, I am
convinced the League of Women Voters of Iowa has led the good 4ight in
opposing the Voter ID bill. Even so, on Friday, March 24, the bill
returned to the House a second time for reconsideration with new
restrictive amendments added by the Senate.
As individuals and collectively, the League joined the ACLU and
other voting rights advocates to remind legislators again and again that
Iowa’s election system has maintained its integrity and done so
admirably while safeguarding citizens free and fair access to the voting
booth. League members attended Capitol Day in record numbers, wrote
and called and visited town halls. For more on this subject, see former
LWVIA President Bonnie Pitz’s eyewitness description of League
members and friends at the Voter ID bill opening hearing held March 6
see page 4).
Looking forward, this month’s calendar includes three special
events: the Annual Meeting, a consideration of the Tax Increment
Finance Study Committee’s report and proposal and the June 2017
Convention of the League of Women Voters of Iowa.
The LWVJC Annual Meeting will take place on May 18, from 5:30
to 8 p.m., at the Clarion Highlander, 2525 N. Dodge Street. Members
come together to see old friends and meet new ones for a social hour (5
— 6 p.m.), share a dinner (6 p.m.,) participate in a business meeting
(6:30 to 7 p.m.) to elect new of4icers and consider changes to our
bylaws, and then lean back to enjoy the guest speaker. Don’t miss this
opportunity to participate in the League’s own democratic process.
On Wednesday, April 26, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., at 445
Breconshire Lane, Coralville, League members will gather to discuss and
respond to a recommendation the Tax Increment Finance Study
Committee prepared after studying TIF usage across Iowa. The
Committee proposes eight improvements in Iowa’s current TIF laws.
Two committee members are from LWVJC’s ranks, Barbara Beaumont
and Linda Schreiber, and one or both will be there for the discussion.
New members will have an opportunity to participate in a timetested League decision-making process called concurrence, asking
questions and offering insights. The TIF Committee recommendations,
the thorough report prepared by committee members, and background
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Representa ves
Vicki Lensing
and Bobby
Kauﬀmann
speak to LWVJC
members at
Capitol Day.

resources about TIF, are all posted at
www.lwvia.org.
Leagues across Iowa will submit
comments that will be forwarded to the state
board for consideration. The TIF proposal will
then be taken to the State Convention on June 910 in Grinnell to be considered for approval as a
new position.
More information about the summer
convention should be available in the May
Voter.
Syndy M. Conger,
President, LWVJC

What’s Ahead
CCC Book Club to meet April 25
The CCC Book Club will meet on
Tuesday, April 25, in the Coralville Public
Library in Meeting Room B, at 7 p.m. Lee Wood
will lead the “Promised Land: Thirteen Books
that Changed America” discussion about the
following chapter, “Dr. Spock, Common Sense
Book of Baby and Child Care.” All members are
welcome.

LWVJC Bylaw revisions
The LWVJC Board members are
considering bylaw revisions. Suggestions
include electronic participation at board
meetings, covering board vacancies, board,
responsibilities, clarifying the term for
appointed board members and word tweaks . In
addition, language regarding dues payment will
be amended: “Dues are payable in advance on
an annual basis. Membership extends from the
date the dues are paid.” The LWVUS recently
changed age requirement of members to 16
years, “persons” replaced “citizens.” Members
will receive a draft of the proposed changes
prior to the annual meeting on May 18 when
action will be taken.

Website: www.lwvjc.org

LWVJC Annual Meeting - May 18
We look forward to seeing members at
our annual meeting that will be held Thursday,
May 18, at Clarion Highlander Hotel, in the Gold
Room, 2525 N. Dodge St., Iowa City.
5 – 6 p.m. Social Hour: Wine, beer, and
cocktails available for reduced price
6 – 6:30 p.m. Annual Meeting
6:30 – 7:15 p.m. Dinner
7:15 – 7:45 p.m. Speaker
Entrée options – cost $30:
Chicken Oscar - sauté ed breast of chicken
topped with asparagus and crab bé arnaise
sauce
Herb Crusted Salmon - Atlantic Salmon –
seasoned with fresh herb potato crust, served
with a Dijon mustard cream sauce (gluten-free)
Vegetarian Option - Chef’s Choice (TBD)
All entrees include:
Spinach Salad – dried cranberries with toasted
almonds and a sweet vinaigrette
Fresh Vegetable Medley
Wild Rice
Warm Rolls and Butter
Fresh brewed coffee and Iced Tea
Gaylen Wobeter

New Members
Laura Twing (corrected spelling)
Gene Savin and Susan Enzle
Beverly Brink
Nancy Davin
Cara Lewis
Paula Kasper-Lundal
Jiyun Park
Landon R.Y. Storrs
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Out and About on Capitol Day
Capitol Day for the Iowa League of
Women Voters was held Feb. 22. We were
greeted by our Iowa League President Mary Rae
Bragg and lobbyist Amy Campbell. Karen
Person brought in refreshments. Senator Jeff
Danielson gave us a 4ine overview of the Voter
ID bill. A Planned Parenthood lobbyist also gave
us an overview of the 12 sites where 97 percent
of the services provided is with families, on
education, women, children and mental health
issues.
Our wonderful JC Legislators saved time
to talk to us about the Voter ID bill and gave our
group of 11 a private audience. We are
fortunate to see Representatives Dave Jacoby,
Bobby Kaufmann, Vicki Lensing, Mary
Mascher and Senators Bob Dvorsky, Kevin
Kinney and Joe Bolkcom. Each went out of
their way to answer questions and spend time
with us.
Attending from the Johnson County
League were Syndy Conger, Cathy Eisenhofer,
Polly Horton, Sharon Lake, Linda Meloy,
Nancy Porter, Cindy Riley, Linda Schreiber,
Paula Vaughan, Julie Wittig and Gaylen
Wobeter.
Nancy Porter

Special Advocacy Team Weighs In
Hats off to the hard-working advocacy
volunteers who joined forces with the Advocacy
Committee in the face of fast-moving proposed
changes in laws in Des Moines during the 2017
legislative session.
They came into being spontaneously as
the session began and, inspired by their energy,
Ann Wade and I assembled some
introductory supporting materials. They were
then off and running, tracking bills on the state
and sometimes national level, responding to
action alerts, making phone calls, writing
letters, going to town halls and forums and the
legislature for LWVJC Lobby Day and open
hearings.
Beyond this new group, I trust that many
Website: www.lwvjc.org

of you in the League have been doing advocacy,
too. Thanks to all of you:
Sharon Lake
Audrey Moeller
Kristy Hartsgrove
Mooers
Judith Pfohl
Nancy Porter
Cindy Riley
Hazel H. Seaba

Carol Spaziani
Sally Stutsman
Eleanore Taft
Brittney Thomas
Paula Vaughan
Ann Wade
Gail Zlatnik

Anyone is interested in water quality
issues, please contact Nancy Lynch in the
LWVJC nancylynch1941@gmail.com. Those
with an interest in gun safety or disabilities
issues can contact Gaylen Wobeter
gaywob@live.com.
Syndy Conger

League Members Engage High
School Seniors about Voting
The League of Women Voters of Johnson
County Voter Registration Committee is
developing an educational program about the
importance of voting and registering to vote.
Plans are underway to visit high schools in
Johnson County starting this spring and present
the program to high school seniors. Emphasis
will be on the importance of voting and
motivating voters to get out and vote on
Election Day. Besides visiting high schools, the
committee also intends to engage community
groups throughout the area as the program can
be easily adapted to other groups.
A decision by the Iowa Legislature on the
proposed Voter ID legislation will be coming
soon. Regardless of the outcome, the League is
steadfast in its commitment to educate and
register voters and ensure all eligible voters
have the opportunity to vote. We will continue
to confer with the Johnson County Auditor's
Of4ice so that our voter registration practices
comply with state voting requirements and
meet with the Auditor's approval.
Committee members include Simone
Frierson, Doris Houser, Maureen Moeller,
Cindy Riley, Jordan Sellergren, Eleanore Taft,
Brittney Thomas, Eliza Willis, Julie Wittig,
Lee Wood, and Gail Zlatnik. For more
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information or to join the committee, please
contact Julie Wittig, Voter Registration Chair, at
j903green4ields@gmail.com.
Julie Wittig

Love Parades? Want to be in One?
The League of Women Voters of Johnson
County has an opportunity to enter this year's
Coralville July 4 Parade if enough members are
interested in participating.
The parade starts at 10 a.m. and the
route is two-miles long. Members will need to
be there earlier to line up. Last year there were
125 entries in the parade. If you will be in town
on Tuesday, July 4, and would like to join
League friends for the annual July 4 Parade in
Coralville, RSVP to Julie Wittig
j903greenAields@gmail.com before May 1.
If interested, don your favorite Fourth of
July clothes, LWV T-shirts or suffragette
costume and invite family members to come
along too. We will carry the League banner.
Also, if anyone has a convertible, large pickup
truck or 4latbed truck and wants to drive in the
parade and carry League members, please let
me know. More details to follow if we have a
good response.
Julie Wittig

Next Coffee Hour is May 1
Save-the-Date and Plan to Attend
What: A fun gathering for new and current
LWVJC members to meet, talk and hear the
latest League news, and enjoy coffee together in
a casual setting.

Guest Article: Eyewitness Account
March 6 Voter ID bill public hearing
The League was well represented by
Myrna Loehrlein, Linn County, and Linda
Murken, Story County. They spoke
speci4ically about what happens when citizens
vote and showed depth of understanding of the
process. There was quite a turnout of League
members from Sioux City, Johnson County,
Ames, Jasper County and Metro Des Moines.
The presentations of Myrna, Linda and
the county auditors were very well thought out.
Both the Johnson and the Linn County Auditors
were excellent. The opposition arguments were
often based on misunderstandings about the
election process and quite lame. Many
repetitive comments like “we have to present
our ID to get a 4ishing license, buy items, etc.”
Ken Cline, Auditor from Cerro Gordo,
talked in favor in this case because he believes
there needs to be more accountability for
absentee ballots and he feels this bill addresses
that. He also happens to be the one who did the
software for the electronic e-books. He has
often sided with League in the past, especially
on online voter registration.
It seemed to me that, if a representative
was open minded, the arguments against the
Voter ID bill were extremely impressive. Also
speaking was Betty Andrews, NAACP
representative, and Daniel Zeno for ACLU. They
both spoke about clear voter suppression of
minorities, elderly, students and disabled. Mitch
con nued on page 5

Where: Winans
Chocolates and Coffees, 470
First Ave, Coralville.
When: Monday, May 1.
Celebrate May Day and
spring with League friends.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon.
RSVP to Julie Wittig,
903green4ields@gmail.com
Senators Bob Dvorsky and Kevin Kinney speak with LWVJC members during Capitol Day.
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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con nued from page 4

Henry did a super job representing Latino
and Asian Americans in his remarks.
The Linn County auditor corrected some
of the misinformation another speaker gave
about the election process. Amy Campbell,
LWVIA Lobbyist, watched the hearing from the
TV screen in the rotunda. We were in the old
Supreme Court chambers.
Cedar Rapids Gazette’s James Lynch
covered it. Linda Murken also spoke on the
wage bill hearing before Voter ID, and she is
pictured on the front page of the Gazette with
others from that hearing. Yeah, League!
“The way to right wrongs is to turn
the light of truth upon them.”
Ida B. Wells, journalist, newspaper editor,
and early Civil Rights Movement leader
Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Past President

Member Spotlight
Inspired to serve, willing to lead
The 2016 election has motivated many
to action. In January, men, women and children
made planned marches at the nation’s capital,
in Des Moines and Iowa City. Numerous other
spontaneous demonstrations have been held
since.
Miriam Timmer-Hackert was also
driven to act. She joined the League of Women
Voters, and now is planning a run for the
Coralville City Council this fall.
Miriam has been interested in politics
for a long time. “I have attended League of
Women Voters events, and decided I should
stop free-loading and help out.”
The Pella, Iowa, native is well quali4ied
to serve with a law degree and experience on
Boards. She graduated from Knox College with
a degree in Women’s Studies. She came to the
area to attend the University of Iowa College of
Law, and like so many UI grads she forgot to
leave.

Iowa City and Coralville
Central.
Miriam has been busy
recently with Standing Rock
Solidarity Activists, the
environmentalists in 100
Grannies, and the Community
Rights Working Group. She currently works as
a mediator in family and child custody disputes.
Miriam enjoys gardening at Coralville
Central Elementary, Trinity Episcopal Church,
and with Cardinal Flower Farms in rural Iowa
City. She has served as a Sexual Assault and
Domestic Violence Advocate at Waypoint
Services and worked as an attorney for Mears
Law Firm in Iowa City. She has also worked
entry-level part-time jobs and provided inhome childcare.
Miriam has served on the Vestry at
Trinity Episcopal Church and on the executive
boards of the Emma Goldman Clinic and the
Peace Education and Action Center of Eastern
Iowa.
The Coralville family is very engaged in
a variety of activities. Husband Kirk, also native
of Pella, Iowa, works for RFA Engineering,
daughter Rosemary is in the 6th grade and
enjoys Irish dancing and singing in the Trinity
Episcopal Choir, son Henry is in the 3rd grade,
chess club and fences for fun.

League members join council race
New LWVJC members, Elizabeth Dinschel
and Cindy Altmaier Riley are also seeking
council seats on the Coralville City Council,
according to an article in the Press-Citizen
dated March 27.
Johnson County Supervisor Kurt Friese will
introduce the three candidates Saturday, April
1, at 3 p.m. at the Reunion Brewery, 516 Second St. in Coralville. (See P-C story on page 7.)

Miriam appreciates the quality schools
in the area including the Montessori School of
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters will
celebrate its 100th Birthday in 2020. This is the
third in a series of articles about the American
suffrage movement, the amazing suffragists who
made the vote for women happen, and the
organization which followed, the League of
Women Voters.
*

*

* * * * * * * * * *
It is sometimes hard to understand why
it took so many years for American women to
achieve the right to vote. When Abigail Adams
wrote to her husband, John, to “remember the
laidies” (sic) or those laidies (sic) would
“foment” a revolution it was 1776. But it took
72 years before that “fomenting” really began.
In 1840 a World Anti-slavery Convention
was held in London. A newly-married young
woman named Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her
husband, Henry, sailed off to Europe on their
honeymoon and to attend the convention. …”).
Henry Stanton, abolitionist, activist and orator,
was a delegate to the convention. (An
interesting note: when Elizabeth and Henry were
married she persuaded the clergyman to leave
out the word “obey” from the marriage
ceremony. She wrote in her autobiography
“Eighty Years and More” that, “I obstinately
refused to obey one with whom I supposed I was
entering into an equal relationship…”).
At the convention Elizabeth spent time
with Lucretia Mott, a Quaker minister,
abolitionist and feminist who with her husband
was a delegate to the anti-slavery convention.
However, male delegates to the convention,
after extensive debate, determined that women
could not be delegates, even thought they had
been chosen to serve by their abolitionist
societies. Therefore, Lucretia and other women,
all of whom were not allowed to speak, ended
up sitting in a segregated area.

resolved to hold a convention as soon as we
returned home, and form a society to advocate
the rights of women…”
It took a few years before Cady Stanton
and Mott had their women’s rights convention.
In 1848, with several others they organized the
4irst public women’s rights meeting in the
United States, a convention in Seneca Falls, New
York. Elizabeth noted, “We wrote the call ... and
published it in the Seneca County Courier the
next day, the 14th of July, 1848, giving only 4ive
day’s notice, as the convention was to be held
on the 19th and 20th.” More than 300 people
attended the convention held in the local
Methodist Church.
Cady-Stanton wrote a Declaration of
Sentiments, using the Declaration of
Independence as a guide, proclaiming that men
and women are created equal and demanding
voting rights for women. Those attending
signed the Declaration and Elizabeth wrote the
convention was, “the most momentous reform
that had yet been launched on the world — the
4irst organized protest against the injustice
which had brooded for ages over the character
and destiny of one-half the race.” And so, the
fomenting Abigail Adams wrote of began. It
would be another 72 years before women won
the right to vote.
(League members who have begun
planning for celebrating “A Century of Impact:
The League Story” are Syndy Conger, Jean Lloyd
Jones, Polly Horton, Gaylen Wobeter, Linda
Kroon, Linda Maloy and Pat Jensen.)

Elizabeth wrote in her book, “As the
convention adjourned, the remark has heard on
all sides, “It is about time some demand was
made for new liberties for women.” As Mrs.
Mott and I walked home, arm in arm,
commenting on the incidents of the day, we
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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University of Iowa
Professor and Dean
Meenakshi “Gigi” Durham
introduced the ﬁlm, “The
Suﬀragists” for Sunday
Speaker Series, and put
the movie in perspec ve
rela ng current issues
about women, human
rights and civil rights
throughout the world.
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New Members’ Corner

TIF Study Background

One of two points of curiosity might well
tempt members to come to the upcoming TIF
concurrence meeting on April 26, 5:30 – 7:30
p.m., 445 Breconshire Lane, Coralville.

The League of Women Voters of Iowa
members voted to convene a statewide study of
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) at its June 2015
Convention in Des Moines. Since that time
League members representing Black Hawk,
Johnson, Polk and Story counties have met to
review TIF use in Iowa. The LWVIA TIF Study
Committee has reviewed TIF background,
timeline, history, expanding use, shifting tax
burdens, school aid funding, new uses,
reporting requirements, sunset dates, and
concerns. In addition to reviewing numerous
documents and newspaper clippings,
committee members have interviewed nearly
20 professional experts.
The TIF Study will appear as an agenda
item at the LWVIA State Convention agenda in
Marshalltown in June 2017. League members
are urged to familiarize themselves with the
following information available online at
www.LWVIA.org:

Perhaps you have always been curious
about Tax Increment Financing and would like
to discuss the recommendations for
improvements in Iowa’s TIF laws posted
recently on the www.LWVIA.org website by the
LWVIA TIF Study Committee. Or perhaps you
are curious about one of the League’s time
tested decision-making processes described in
the opening essay in this issue. Its name:
concurrence.
Here is a working de4inition of the
concurrence process:
A process by which a study committee
produces a position statement for a local
league’s membership or state or national
convention delegates to “concur with” or
adopt. First the committee, then League
members, then convention delegates, ask
questions and raise doubts if they have them.
Once approved, the position carries the
weight it gained by being tested over time by
many members.
In this case, this process will be used by
those present to consider the TIF Study
Committee proposal. More information is
available on the TIF report on the Iowa League
website LWVIA.org. More information about the
TIF study is available in brief in the March
Voter’s New Members Corner.
Members present will ask any questions
they have as they seek to reach concurrence
about the recommendations. Either way, the
results will be sent to the state league in
preparation for the State League Convention in
Grinnell on June 9-10. Come, participate, learn
and enjoy refreshments!
Syndy Conger
League members —
Contact me to have your profile in the League
Voter @ lnschreiber@gmail.com.

Linda Schreiber
Website: www.lwvjc.org

TIF Study Report
Video presenta)on Dave Swenson “Understanding
Iowa’s Economic Situa)on” (January 2017)
League – TIF-Facts
LWVIA TIF Study /Propose Concurrence

TIF History:
The Iowa Legislature adopted Tax Increment
Financing, a popular 4inancing technique for
Iowa cities and counties:
1957: Iowa Legislature authorized urban renewal
to ﬁnance public improvements addressing slum
and blight condi)ons (Iowa Code 403)
1969: Tax Increment Financing was added as a
mechanism to ﬁnance urban renewal
1985: TIF law expanded to allowing economic
development purposes
1995: Legislature created a 20-year sunset for
economic development purposes for projects
aHer 1995
1999: Legislature adopted repor)ng requirements
(Amendments adopted in 2003, 2006, 2012)

To prepare for the LWVJC Making Connection
meeting about the TIF Study visit
www.LWVIA.org.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Calendar of Events
Date

Time

Loca on

Program

Monday, April 17

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Board of Directors
Mee ng

Tuesday, April 25
Carrie Chapman Ca4 (CCC)
Book Club*
Wednesday, April 26

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Dr. Spock, Common Sense
Book of Baby and Child Care

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Club Moeller, 445 Breconshire
Lane, Coralville

TIF Concurrence Mee ng

Monday, May 1

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Winans Chocolates and Coﬀees,
470 First Ave, Coralville

Meet New Members Coﬀee

Saturday, May 6

8 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.

Go to h p://www.lwvumrr.org

UMRR-ILO Annual Mee ng

Saturday, May 13

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Wikiup Center, Toddville, IA

LWVIA Board Mee ng

Monday, May 15

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Board Mee ng

Thursday, May 18

6 – 8 p.m.

Clarion Highlander
2525 N. Dodge, Iowa City

LWVJC Annual Mee ng

Tuesday, May 23
CCC Book Club*

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Be4y Friedan, The Feminine
Mys que

Monday—Friday
May 22 – May 26

5 business days

TBA at University of Iowa

Iowa New Leadership
Conference

Friday & Saturday, June 9-10

Friday all day,
Saturday a.m.

Grinnell College Campus

LWVIA Conven on
(every 2 years)

Monday, June 19

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Strategic
Planning Session

Fourth of July Parade

Time TBA

Coralville, Iowa

Parade March to 2020

Monday, July 17

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Board Mee ng

Saturday, Aug. 12

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVIA Board Mee ng

Monday, Aug. 21

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Board Mee ng

Saturday, Aug. 26

Evening TBA

TBA

LWVJC Fall Recep on

Saturday, Sept. 9

Time TBA

LWVIA Leadership Training

Marshalltown Community
College, Marshalltown, IA

Monday, Sept. 18

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Board Mee ng

Saturday, Oct. 14

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Issues Brieﬁng

Marshalltown Community
College, Marshalltown, IA

Saturday, Nov. 4

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Wikiup Center, Toddville, IA

LWVIA Board Mee ng

*Ca Book Club is reading Jay Parini’s Promised Land: Thirteen Books That Changed America. One person reports on the book
featured in each chapter, others read the chapter and/or the book.
The March 25 LWVJC
Legisla ve Forum drew
a crowd at South Slope
Community Center in
North Liberty.
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