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The Voter
August 2016
League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa

From the President
At the LWVUS Convention 2016 in Washington DC this summer,
delegates debated at length but finally approved changes to Article III of the
bylaws that will transform and could expand membership. It is a farreaching change because League policy requires the first three articles of
the bylaws of all Leagues to be consistent.
Briefly stated, voting membership now includes non-citizens and
individuals 16 years of age or older. Think of friends and relatives you can
now invite to be members! The voting membership door is now open to
seniors in high school, to non-citizens working or studying and living in the
United States, and to those who are on the path toward citizenship. For
more information about Convention 2016, you can read the LWVIA
Summer 2016 Voter, or come to the September “Making Connections” on
Wednesday, September 14, 5:30 – 7:30 pm for eyewitness reports from
LWVJC delegates Jim and Syndy Conger.
This issue certainly reminds us that our election year work has
begun. Julie Wittig has expanded voter registration opportunities to three
food pantries in Johnson County. Paula Vaughan has candidate forums
scheduled, and the task force launching the new voter information app
called VOTE411 is making excellent progress. Meanwhile, by now you
should have received an online invitation to the LWVJC Fall Reception on
August 25, 2016. Please read additional information below.

LWVJC Fall Networking Reception
WHEN: Thursday, August 25 from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
WHERE: Home of Alison and Tyson Smith 160 Oak Ridge Ave Iowa City
•

•

We hope you can join us. This is your opportunity to invite/bring a
potential new member, reconnect with old acquaintances, meet new members
and voice your thoughts and ideas to elected officials. Please respond to Evite
invitation or email cathyeisenhofer@gmail.com by August 15.
Oaknoll League members are planning for an Oaknoll bus for this
event. If they are able to sign up at least six Oaknoll residents, the bus will leave
the main lobby entrance at 1 Oaknoll CT about 15 minutes before the 5:30 start
of the reception. If you do not live at Oaknoll and would like to join us on the
bus, please call or email Carol Spaziani, 466-3145, spazianic@msn.com.
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Board of Directors
2015-2016
President – Syndy Conger,
Syndymc67@gmail.com
Vice President - Nancy Lynch,
nancylynch1941@gmail.com
Secretary – Sandy Keller,
sandykeller@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Linda Kroon,
linda-kroon@uiowa.edu
Katy Hansen,
katyhansen@oaknoll.com
Pat Jensen,
dpjensen@mchsi.com
Cathy Eisenhofer,
cathyeisenhofer@gmail.com
Linda Schreiber,
lnschreiber@gmail.com
Nancy Porter,
porternancy@msn.com
Paula Vaughan,
prvaughan@mchsi.com
Diana Henry,
henry.diana@mchsi.com
Polly Horton,
pollyshorton@aol.com
Patty McCarthy,
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Calendar of Coming Events
Date and Time

Place

Events

Monday, August 15
12 - 1:30 pm
Tuesday, August 23

Iowa City Public Library
(ICPL)

LWVJC Board Meeting

Tuesday, August 23
7 – 8:30 pm
Thursday, August 25
5:30 - 7:30 pm
Tuesday, August 30
11 am - 3 pm
Wednesday, September 14
5:30 – 7:30 pm
Friday, September 16
Monday, September 19
12 – 1:30 pm
Tuesday, September 27
10 am – 4 pm

Coralville Public Library

Tuesday, September 27
7 - 8:30 pm
Wednesday, September 28
7 – 8:30 pm
Thursday, October 6
7 – 9 pm

LWVIA Summer Leadership
Training
CCC Book Club

160 Oakridge Avenue
Iowa City
Iowa Memorial Union

Fall Reception

Club Moeller, 445
Breconshire Lane, Coralville
Hoover Presidential Library
Iowa City Public Library

Making Connections:
LWVUS Convention Report
Naturalization Ceremony
LWVJC Board Meeting

Iowa City Public Library
Coralville Public Library
Kirkwood College
University of Iowa Library
Coralville Public Library

National Voter Registration
Day

City Hall, Iowa City

JC Board of Supervisors
Candidate Race Forum
(tentative)
House District 77 Candidate
Race Forum

City Hall, Coralville

Student Volunteer Fair

CCC Book Club

Voter Services

•

•
•

Mark your calendars for the fall Candidate Race Forums
Johnson County Board of Supervisors: Wednesday, September 28, 7-9pm,
Iowa City Hall (if no additional candidates have filed by August 31, this forum
will be canceled)
Iowa House District 77: Thursday, October 6, 7-9pm, Coralville City Council
Chambers
Congressional District 2: Saturday, October 8, 9:30-11:30am, Coralville Public
Library (date is tentative)

Website: lwvjc.org
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The Heat is On To Register Voters
The League of Women Voters Johnson County 2016 summer voter registration
drive began with four days of events held in July. On July 22 and 23 we registered voters at
the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) celebration and made some new contacts with
community groups seeking our services to register people living with disabilities. On July
26 and 27 we registered voters at the North Liberty Community Food Pantry. With a new
League season just starting, our goal is to reach as many citizens as we can and have them
registered to vote prior to the November 8, 2016 general election. Our last day to register
voters is October 29 so that we meet the Johnson County Auditor's pre-registration
deadline.
This month voter registration will be offered at Coralville Public Library on August
4, Iowa City Public Library on August 23 and University of Iowa Memorial Union on August
30 (to participate in the Volunteer Fair). We still need volunteers for these times:
Tuesday, August 23 - 2 to 4 p.m. - need 2 at Iowa City Public Library
Tuesday, August 30 – 1 to 3 p.m. - need 1 at University of Iowa Memorial Union
Watch for more sites to be added to the calendar including food banks, high schools,
the university and other organizations needing our help. As we engage the public we will
also work on membership recruitment. Our voter registration table offers great visibility
to the public and the opportunity to not only register voters but also talk about the work
we do in LWV and invite interested folks to join us.
Planning ahead, a date to mark on your calendar now is Tuesday, September 27,
2016 for National Voter Registration Day. The fourth Tuesday of September has been
declared National Voter Registration Day by resolution of the National Association of
Secretaries of State. Leagues across the country will recognize the day by staging events
and registering voters. LWVJC will celebrate the day by registering voters at four sites:
Iowa City Public Library, Coralville Public Library, University of Iowa Main Library, and
Kirkwood Community College, Iowa City campus. Please save the date and join us for a
shift at one of the sites. All sites will register voters from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Look for the
sign up out soon to volunteer and more details in the September Voter. For questions and
to volunteer contact Julie Wittig, Voter Registration Coordinator, at
j903greenfields@gmail.com. Thanks to everyone who has already signed up to help
register voters.
Julie Wittig,
LWVJC Voter
Registration
Coordinator
registering
voters on the
Ped Mall,
downtown
Iowa City

Website: lwvjc.org
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Member Spotlight
Leading by example
As young professionals, the Smith family is influencing the next generation of
leaders in our community.
In their respective careers and personal lives, Alison Werner Smith, a managing
partner in the law firm of Hayek, Moreland, Smith & Bergus, LLP, and Tyson Smith, an
economics and European history teacher at West High, have opportunities to interact with
high school students and other young professionals - the Smiths have chaperoned several
West High student trips to visit European countries.
As a managing partner, Alison assumes a management role for the small business
that was established in 1926. The firm, including six attorneys and a staff of 12, offers
something different for her every day. Her emphasis is on family law, trust estate,
probates and litigation. Serving the community for 90 years, she adds that the firm has
established great long-term relationships with families, businesses and professionals
throughout the region.
Alison said League membership is a great opportunity to match your talents and
abilities with the community. “It’s really important to reach out to the next generation of
leaders. We know there was a time when it wasn’t as easy as today. Committing to the
League of Women Voters gives its members opportunities to learn about government,
develop leadership skills and advocate for issues without having to organize from ground
up.”
The Smiths joined the League when they moved to Iowa City for their careers.
Tyson was influenced by his grandmother who was a long-standing League member in the
Rochester, New York, area. Alison helped moderate local Legislative Forums before the
couple started their own family. “League forums are a great opportunity to hear and learn
from our representatives. A lot of people attend the forums, and many more watch them
on TV.”
A native Iowan, Alison grew up in Des Moines, and Tyson, an Easterner from
Washington D.C., met at a Des Moines High School. Both attended the University of Iowa –
Alison’s undergraduate degree is in anthropology and Tyson’s in philosophy.
After completing her J.D. at the University of Iowa College of Law, this young couple
accepted positions in their hometown, Des Moines. Tyson taught at Valley High and Alison
was a law clerk at Polk County District Court and the Iowa Court of Appeals.
When Alison and Tyson had a new opportunity to return to Iowa City to continue their
respective careers they didn’t hesitate a moment. “We were both so very fortunate to be
able to return to a community we love,” Alison said, when both were offered jobs in Iowa
City.
She says living in Iowa City gives them many opportunities to enjoy activities with
their girls. Gwen, 8, will be a third grader, and Eleanor, 5, a kindergartener, at Lincoln
Elementary this fall. “We love to take advantage of wonderful things for kids to do in Iowa
City – City Park, Iowa City Public Library, downtown, the Farmers Market. There’s always
an activity they enjoy. Most of our free time is tied up with the girls. We love traveling
with them around the state and visiting Iowa’s little treasures. We get to see things
through their eyes – it’s wonderful.”

Website: lwvjc.org
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VOTE411.org goes live for Johnson County
The League of Women Voters of Johnson County is working to align with state and
national League organizations with the launch of a new website aimed at increasing voter
participation by helping voters learn about candidates and voting.
The new site, VOTE411.org, will go live for Johnson County, Thursday, Sept. 1, and will
be available throughout the United States in ample time for the National Presidential Election
on Tuesday, Nov. 8. The site provides voters personalized information about local, state and
national candidates.
In addition, visitors can check their voter registration status, including verifying
address, find polling locations and hours, and whether or not they will need to show an
identification to vote. New voters can also register to vote by providing and verifying
citizenship status.
To learn more about the upcoming elections voters are encouraged to visit
VOTE411.org. Individuals who do not have access to a computer are urged to visit the Iowa
City Public Library to use the new website.
Local League members will be inviting Johnson County local and state candidates to
attend a VOTE411 training session following the LWVJC Board meeting on Monday, Aug. 15.
Candidates will learn how to add a profile and respond to questions about their candidacy and
campaign.
“The VOTE411 website is intended to encourage voting by providing information
helping voters determine who they want to support when they cast a ballot in November,”
says Syndy Conger, LWVJC president. “Voting is a responsibility granted to American citizens.
Voting is essential to our democracy, and an opportunity to voice your opinion at the polls.
League members work all year, every year, to educate and inform eligible voters to participate
in our political system.”
LWVJC VOTE411 committee members who worked to provide information about local
candidates include Cathy Eisenhofer, chair, Polly Horton, Patty McCarthy, Nancy Porter, Dhuha
Tawil and Paula Vaughn.

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Group
Last year LWVJC members started a new book group! We meet on the
fourth Tuesday evening of each month from 7 to 8:30 pm, to discuss individual
chapters of “Promised Land: Thirteen Books that Changed America” by Jay Parini
http://jayparini.com/. Each meeting is dedicated to a one of the books addressed by
Dr Parini, who is a poet and teacher as well as an author. Next month on August 23,
we will meet to discuss Chapter 6: "Uncle Tom's Cabin." Members are welcome, but
new participants are asked to email nancy.lynch1941@gmail.com before meetings so
that we can be sure to schedule enough room.

Website: lwvjc.org
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Speakers / League Impact
In January, former Congressman Jim Leach launched the Second Sunday Speaker Series
with his presentation “Civility in Politics.” College of Law professor emeritus Nick Johnson
addressed the “State of the Media” in February. University of Iowa College of Law Professor
Todd Pettys addressed the “Constitutional Amendment” and “Money in Politics” at the
annual Holiday Brunch.
Deborah Turner, M.D.,J.D., co-president of LWVIA, addressed Women’s Health at the LWVJC
annual meeting.

University of Iowa College of
Law Professor Todd Pettys
addressed “Money in Politics”
and the “Constitutional
Amendment” at the annual
Holiday Brunch in December
2015. He holds the H. Blair and
Joan V. White Chair in Civil
Litigation.

Jim Leach, University of Iowa Visiting
Professor, Chair in Public Affairs and Senior
Scholar, and former Congressman, launched the
League’s Sunday Speaker Series with his talk,
“Civility in Politics” in January 2016.

Please welcome our newest members:
Eleanore Taft
Cindy Riley
Jean A. Lakin
Kim and Kurt Friese

Website: lwvjc.org
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Photos from “Making Connections” Meeting
Club Moeller, July 13, 2016

Don’t Forget the LWVJC Fall Networking Reception

•

• HOST:
•
League of Women Voters of Johnson County
•
• WHEN: Thursday, August 25 from 5:30 PMto 7:30 PM
•
WHERE:Home of Alison and Tyson Smith160 Oak Ridge Ave Iowa City, IA 52240

Website: lwvjc.org

