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League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
In this Issue:
From the President
Are you ready to channel the inspiration and energy you gained
from participating or tracking the worldwide successes of the Women’s
March on Jan. 21, 2017, into local action? A historic event by any
measure, it deserves to be seen in history as the beginning of women
increasing their involvement in government, whether running for of4ice
or using their voices and votes to make sure that their issues remain on
the legislative agenda in the future. Two “go to” websites may be the
only ones you will need.
Advocacy Cooperative (www.ialobby.com) tracks legislative
action of any kind on the state League’s (www.lwvia.org) priorities
explained in this issue of the Voter. They send out four Capitol Reports
during the legislative session, and as a member of the LWVJC you can
ask to receive them by email. Other valuable online services they
provide are Action Alerts on particular bills as they move from
committee to chamber 4loor, and a detailed easy-to-use bill tracking
system for all bills under consideration (www.ialobby.com/billtracker).
Recent Action Alerts (Jan. 13) and Capitol Reports (Jan. 21), for example,
offer details about the Iowa Legislature’s current plans to defund
Planned Parenthood: what bill (Senate File 2), where it is (Senate
Subcommittee), what is in it, and whom to contact about it.
The other “must know” resource is the Iowa Legislature’s
website (https://www.legis.iowa.gov). Information packed, it has links
to your legislators and their committees, to legislative calendars, to
federal, state, and political links, and to Iowa laws and legislative
agencies. You can read pro4iles of your local representatives and 4ind
their contact information including online addresses and phone
numbers. You can check the Senate and House Chamber Display Board
to see daily schedules and current debates, and then watch or listen to
them. Or, just for fun, try “creating your own customized bill tracking
list” by 4illing out a very simple signup form.
Your government is at your 4ingertips. I hope you make it a habit
to watch it in action daily and speak out on issues you care deeply about.
Your comments matter to your representatives!
Syndy M. Conger, President, LWVJC
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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What’s Ahead
New Members’ Corner:
Did you say “program?”
Whether you are a new member wondering
how the League works or a long-term member
wishing to review that understanding, this
column is for you.
The Declaration of Independence tells us
that some truths are self-evident, but that does
not always apply to the special words that
organizations develop over time to describe
their activities. With nearly 100 years behind it,
the League has had plenty of time to create a
lexicon of its own.
One of those words is the simple, seemingly
self-evident word, “program.” A newcomer
might assume that a League program is a public
event or a radio / television broadcast, and of
course in a sense this is true. However, when
the League holds public events, it tends to call
them forums, lectures, or series. The February
calendar in this issue of the Voter, for example,
lists three scheduled legislative forums (and a
tentative one) for the 4irst half of 2017, and
three lectures in the Sunday Speaker’s Series.
The League reserves the word “program”
the way educators do as “a course of study or a
series of studies of an issue” and the process of
determining what the study or studies will be
for a particular year they call “program
planning.” In short, League members believe
they should educate themselves about an issue
before they engage in advocacy or voter
education about it. This year, for example,
members of the Johnson County League are
participating in a statewide committee to study
Tax Increment Financing in Iowa. They have
begun the process of sharing their 4indings with
fellow League members and the public.
As the League guidelines put it, “League
positions are derived from member study of
issues selected by members and from member
Website: www.lwvjc.org

agreement obtained through consensus or
concurrence.” In future columns, look for
information about “consensus,” “concurrence,”
and “position.” Better yet, come to the Program
Planning session in February to hear more
about program planning from League historian
Pat Jensen and take part in this process for
2017 (Wednesday, Feb. 15, Club Moeller, 445
Breconshire Lane, Coralville, Iowa, 5:30 – 7:30
p.m.).
Syndy Conger

Sunday Speaker Series
Dave Swenson will discuss “Iowa’s Economy
& Economic Consequences/Tradeoffs of TIF”
on Sunday, Jan. 29, from
2—3 p.m. at the Iowa
City Public Library.
Authors Lena Hill and Michael
Hill will present their book
“Invisible Hawkeyes” on Sunday, Feb. 19,
from 2—3 p.m. in the Iowa City Public
Library.
University of Iowa
associate professors,
Lena and Michael Hill
are co-authors of
“Invisible Hawkeyes.”
The book chronicles
black students during the 1930s - 1960s when
the University sought to assert its modernity,
cosmopolitanism, and progressivism through an
increased emphasis on the 4ine and performing
arts and athletics. Their research examines
con4licts between Iowa’s polite Midwestern
progressivism and African American students’
determined ambition, and focuses attention on
local stories and their national implications.
The couple also co-authored “Ralph
Ellison’s Invisible Man: A Reference Guide.” Dr.
Lena Hill is a Senior Associate to the UI
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snacks and coffee served:

con nued from page 2

President; Dr. Michael Hill is an Associate
Professor in the Department of English and
African American Studies.
Linda Schreiber

TIF Study Update
Barbara Beaumont updated LWVJC
members about the Iowa League TIF Study that
she is chairing. She reported the volume of
information on the subject is vast, and that
committee members are adhering to the
timeline adopted early in the process. Three
committee members (Barbara, Kathy Kahoun
and Lauris Olson) provided the LWVIA Board an
update at its January meeting in Hiawatha.
Committee members plan to host
information sessions designed to apprise
members and the public about TIF use. The
Johnson County League’s Sunday Speaker Series
on Jan. 29 will feature Iowa’s economist Dave
Swenson (see Sunday Speaker Series in this
publication).
The committee is preparing Concurrence
Positions that will be forwarded to Iowa
Leagues, as well as a 4inal draft of the report
that will be posted online.

January 28, Iowa City Harvat Hall - Focus on
Education cosponsored by Iowa City
Community School District, Iowa City Education
Association, American Association of University
Professors, and Social and Education Policy
Research Program
February 25, Coralville City Hall – Focus on
Environment
March 25. North Liberty City Hall – Focus on
Labor, Civil Rights, Housing and other topics
April 29 (TENTATIVE) Iowa City Harvat Hall,
TENTATIVE date depending on Legislative
session wrap-up
Paula Vaughan

Winter Blahs Coffee: Saturday, Feb. 4
Where: Winans Chocolates + Coffees, 470
First Avenue, Coralville
Who: All League members invited
Time: 10 a.m. — noon
What: Coffee mixer for new and not-so-new
members. Join us as we welcome new members
to the League. The coffee is a casual, fun way to
get to know members better and catch up on
the latest League news. Please stop by for coffee
and conversation with League friends. Bring a
friend too.
If you plan to attend, please rsvp to Julie
Wittig at j903green4ields@gmail.com.
Julie Wittig

New Member
Voter Services
2017 Legislative Forums
League members are encouraged to attend
Saturday morning Legislative Forums to hear
from and ask questions of Legislators
representing us in Des Moines. Forums are held
on Saturdays, from 9:30—11:30 a.m., with

Jennifer Buckley

We need your help to contact
Legislators
At the League of Women Voters of Iowa
Board meeting held Jan. 14, President Mary Rae
Bragg asked the state board members (three
con nued on page 4
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Johnson County League board members also
serve on the state board) to invite all of our
members in Iowa to contact Legislators during
the 2017 Legislative Session.
She asked League members to join several
interest groups and help contact Legislators,
especially those elected of4icials who seem to be
in opposition to League positions. Contacts may
be made by phone, a short email or a letter.
In addition to the positions established
before the November election, which the League
is eager to advocate for during this Legislative
session, other bills will be 4iled in this
legislature that the League may wish to lobby
for or against. Legislation introducing Voter ID
(Voting Rights), defunding Planned Parenthood
(Women’s Health), and loosening gun safety
laws are coming soon.
The best way to be informed soon enough to
make our voices heard is for members to
subscribe to the LWVIA lobbyists’ newsletter to
receive their Action Alerts. Let LWVJC President
Syndy Conger know if you would like to
receive this information.
Mary Rae also urges all Iowa League
members to attend Capitol Day in Des Moines
on Feb. 22.
Gaylen Wobeter

Join Us for Capitol Day, Feb. 22
Reserve a ride at 319.331.8088
On Wednesday, Feb. 22, the League of
Women Voters of Iowa will hold its annual
Capitol Day in Des Moines. This special time
gives us an opportunity to network statewide
and meet with our ef4icient lobbyists who help
promote our issues with state legislators on a
daily basis. We are often educated by a
knowledgeable person in their 4ield, such as an
expert in environmental concerns.
We leave early Wednesday morning and
return late afternoon. Lunch is reserved for
Website: www.lwvjc.org

dining with local legislators, if they are
available, or attending committee meetings in
the Capitol Building.
Right now, our current priorities are in line
with decisions the Legislature is making. That
can change quickly due to the newly-elected
leaders.
These issues include: Voting Rights
(Secretary of State Paul Pate has a new
direction to increase identi4ication which would
cost counties money after a record turnout of
voters this last election); Gun Safety (as of this
publication, a bill to allow total freedom of gun
carrying exists without age limitations);
Women’s Health, (current attacks on Planned
Parenthood which SPENDS NO TAX dollars on
abortions, but uses Medicare, Medicaid and
federal funding avenues for reimbursement of
healthcare needs of patients, is slated to be cut
$3 million. Without state support, Federal
support is denied. Also the number of health
needs would be forced in another direction to
already overburdened hospitals and clinics.
Another priority is the Environment (little
additional knowledge is needed to re4lect the
state of water quality in Iowa).
Join us for fun and learning on this busy and
exciting day. Please contact Nancy Porter with
a call or text to her cell to establish car – pools
at 319.331.8088.
There are lots of issues in jeopardy with
current Iowa legislators. Show your support.
There is strength in numbers.
Nancy Porter

Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
League members who have been around for
10 years or more will remember that in 2010 the
Johnson County League of Women Voters carried
out some special activities to celebrate the 90th
birthday of the League. This year, the LWVJC is

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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beginning preparations for the really BIG
anniversary, celebrating the League’s 100th
Birthday in 2020.
This LWVJC VOTER begins a series of articles
about the origins of the League, its history, and
the suffrage movement from which the League of
Women Voters was born. There is so much
history about the suffragists who worked long
and hard for the right to vote. Once the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was reality,
some turned to the development of an
organization to continue the education of
women for full citizenship and non-partisan
issue politic: The League of Women Voters. And,
so we begin . . .
* * * * * * * * * * * *
This year, on Feb. 14, as you smell your
roses or open a box of chocolates to celebrate
Valentine’s Day, take time to “lift a “glass”
(literally or 4iguratively) to something
signi4icant that happened on this date 97 years
ago: The birth of the League of Women
Voters. For it was on this date in 1920 that the
League was founded as a “mighty experiment”
at the victory celebration of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association
(N.A.W.S.A.) in Chicago, Illinois.
The Nineteenth Amendment: “The right of
citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the Unites States or by any
state on account of sex.” had been passed by the
U.S. Congress on June 4, 1919. By the time of
the Feb. 14, 1920, Suffrage Association meeting,
33 states had already rati4ied the suffrage
amendment giving the vote to women; three
more were needed. It was August before the
36th state (Tennessee) would ratify the 19th
Amendment and it was signed into law.
While it appears the 19th Amendment was
rati4ied quickly, we need to remember and
understand the long struggle for woman
suffrage. And, we need to understand the
history of the vote in America.
The original citizens allowed to vote in this
Website: www.lwvjc.org

country were white male property owners. The
U.S. Constitution, in Article 1, Section 2,
de ines citizens as “free persons, including
those bound to service for a Term of Years
(indentured servants),” excluding Indians
and three- ifths of all other Persons
(slaves). No mention of women, not even
included in those who were excluded!
The legal status of women was greatly
in4luenced by the belief in the natural
inferiority of women. Under common law, an
unmarried woman could own property, make a
contract, or sue and be sued. But a married
woman, de4ined as being one with her husband,
gave up her name and virtually all of her
property came under her husband’s
control. During the early history of the United
States, a man virtually owned his wife and
children, as he did his material possessions.
So how did the idea of suffrage for women
begin? And when? (To be continued.)
League members who have begun planning
for celebrating “A Century of Impact: The
League Story” are Syndy Conger, Polly Horton,
Pat Jensen, Jean Lloyd-Jones, Linda Kroon,
Linda Maloy and Gaylen Wobeter.
Pat Jensen

CCC Book Club to meet Feb. 28
The CCC Book Club will meet on Tuesday,
Feb. 28, in the Coralville Public Library,
Meeting Room B, at 7 p.m. Lee Wood will lead
the discussion about “The Common Sense
Book of Baby and Child Care.” All members
are welcome.

Member Spotlight
Engagingly Active
Retirement suits Gaylen Wobeter just
4ine, although you won’t 4ind her sitting still
very long unless she has a book in her hands.
This Davenport, Iowa, native received a
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B.A. from Coe College and Masters in Counselor
Education from Western Illinois University.
Like many other local League members, she
spent a career in K - 12 education. First as a
social studies and English teacher, and later as a
guidance counselor at Preston
Community School District in
eastern Iowa.
In 1998, Gaylen moved
to Iowa City where she
continued to serve as a school
counselor before retiring from
Regina Catholic Education Center in 2006.
The Iowa City location, 4illed with
outdoor adventures, as well as, cultural and
learning opportunities is a perfect 4it for this
League couple. Husband Tony, a retired
psychologist, often accompanies Gaylen to
League of Women Voters of Johnson County
(LWVJC) activities. She stays busy, 4illing most
days with some activity – walking, biking,
swimming laps, cross country skiing or a class
at the Senior Center – as well as reading local
newspapers, keeping up with the New York
Times online, numerous League emails,
maintaining the Wobeter household and
reading for personal pleasure.
LWVJC
Legislative Forums 4irst attracted Gaylen to a
League membership. Board service expanded
her role and her responsibilities. As a board
member, Gaylen served as secretary and then
president. Now she serves as a member of the
Johnson County League Board and is serving
her 4irst term on the Iowa League Board of
Directors.
Gaylen says it’s hard to pick a favorite
LWV activity. “I 4irst joined because of the
forums, which I feel are so important in
understanding issues and candidates. I love our
book group (Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club),
Making Connections meetings, Voter
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Registration efforts, as well as our educational
programs and speakers. The League has
enhanced my life and the experiences are
edifying.”
Gaylen highly recommends League
membership to others who care about
democracy and helping our political system
work through being an active and informed
citizen. “The League has made me aware of
many issues essential to every American. It’s
important to dig deep into the background. I’ve
learned the answers are never simple. The
League’s advocacy is vital, and is undertaken
only after careful study of the issues and
consensus.”
True to her teacher roots and her own
innate curiosity, Gaylen loves to “explore new
places and learn new things, either through
travel, imagination or conversations with
friends and family.”
Tony and Gaylen make time to travel
and visit family and friends. They have two
daughters, Audrey and her husband and two
grandsons, who live in Berkley, Calif., and Amy
who lives in Missoula, Mont. The couple’s
siblings live in Iowa and throughout the
Midwest.

What’s Next for Voter Registration?
The national election is over but we still
have work to do. There are many disgruntled
voters upset with the recent election results,
there are pleased voters upset with the
disgruntled voters, and many registered voters
who did not cast a ballot.
As League members it is time to start
talking to voters in Johnson County and see if
we can mend this divide. A voter registration
committee is being formed to tackle voting
issues including voter apathy and you are
invited to join. We need to determine how to
educate voters about the importance of voting.
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Collaboration with community groups also
needs to continue to ensure that all eligible
voters have the ability to vote and a voice at the
polls.
If your background is in education you
are a perfect 4it for this committee as we need
to develop a creative way to motivate high
school seniors and others about the importance
of voting. If you like to engage the public using
your people skills and care about voting rights,
you too are a perfect 4it. Please contact Julie
Wittig, Chair, Voter Registration Committee,
j903green4ields@gmail.com to sign up.
A team meeting will be scheduled soon
with more details.
Julie Wittig

2017 LWVJC Committee Roster*
Advocacy Committee: Nancy Porter, Syndy
Conger, Pat Jensen, Sandy Keller, Nancy Lynch,
Paula Vaughan, Gaylen Wobeter
Budget Committee: Kathy Penningroth,

2017 Get on the Bus

Linda Kroon, Pat Heiden
Bylaws (ad hoc): Patty McCarthy, Pat Jensen,
Linda Schreiber
Candidate and Legislative Forums: Paula
Vaughan, Gaylen Wobeter
501(c)(3) Working Group (ad hoc): Patty
McCarthy, Linda Kroon, Alison Smith
Centennial Planning (ad hoc): Syndy Conger,
Polly Horton, Pat Jensen, Linda Kroon, Jean
Lloyd Jones, Linda Meloy, Gaylen Wobeter,
Linda Schreiber
Communication: Linda Schreiber, Nancy
Lynch
Fundraising: Polly Horton, Katy Hansen,
Cathy Eisenhofer, Nancy Lynch, Judith Pfohl,
Linda Schreiber
Nominating Committee: Diana Henry, Della
McGrath, Audrey Moeller
Sunday Speaker Series Committee: Linda
Schreiber, Pat Heiden, Diana Henry, Patty
McCarthy, Alison Smith
Tech Support Managment: Cindy Riley
Voter Registration Committee: Julie Wittig,
Simone Frierson, Maureen Moeller, Cindy Riley,
Eleanore Taft, Eliza Willis, Lee Wood and Gail
Zlatnik
VOTE411 Committee: Cathy Eisenhofer,
Patty McCarthy, Dhuha Tawil, Paula Vaughn,
Polly Horton, Linda Schreiber and Nancy Porter
VOTE411 Committee: Cathy Eisenhofer,
Patty McCarthy, Dhuha Tawil, Paula Vaughn,
Polly Horton, Linda Schreiber and Nancy Porter
*First person is committee chair

Women’s March: Des Moines

Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Calendar of Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

Saturday, Jan. 28

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Iowa City City Hall

Legislative Forum: Education
topics

Sunday, Jan. 29

2 – 3 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Speakers Series: “Iowa’s
Economy and TIF in Iowa”

Saturday, Feb. 4

10 a.m. – noon

Winter Blahs Coffee Hour: Meet
the New Members

Monday, Feb. 6

TBA

Winans Chocolates & Coffee,
470 First Avenue,
Coralville
TBA
Galena, IL

Tuesday, Feb. 14

3 – 5 p.m.

Club Jensen, 13 Lakeview
Drive, NE
Iowa City

Planning for the 100th birthday
of the League: Century of Impact: League History

Wednesday, Feb. 15

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Club Moeller, 445
Breconshire Lane, Coralville

Making Connections:
Program Planning
And Advocacy

Sunday, Feb. 19

2 – 3 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

Sunday Speakers Series
“Invisibles,” authors: Michael
and Lena Hill

Monday, Feb. 20

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Rm B

LWVJC Board Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 22

Carpool: 7 a.m. –
4 p.m.

Capitol Building, Des Moines,
Iowa

Capitol Day (previously known
as “Lobby Day”)

Saturday, Feb. 25

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Coralville City Hall

Legislative Forum:
Environmental topics

Saturday, March 11

10 a.m. -

Wickiup Center near
Cedar Rapids

LWVIA Board of Directors
meeting

Saturday, March 25

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

North Liberty City Hall

Legislative Forum: Labor, UW,
ACLU, Affordable Housing

Sunday, March 26

1:30 – 4 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

Sunday Speaker Series
“Suffragette”

Saturday, April 29
(Tentative)

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Harvat Hall, City Hall
Iowa City

(Tentative) Final Legislative
Forum

Saturday, May 6

All day

LaCrosse, WI

UMRRILO Annual Meeting

Friday and Saturday,
June 9-10

TBA

LWVIA Convention

Grinnell College
Campus

Friday and Saturday,
June 9-10

TBA

LWVIA Convention

Grinnell College Campus

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County

Upper Mississippi River Region
Interleague Org. Board meets
(UMRRILO)
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