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The Voter
January 2016
League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa

From the President
Happy New Year! We hope 2016 will bring
progress towards the League’s goals.
It will be an important year for all citizens, locally, statewide and
nationally. Within the next month are two events for citizens of our
county – an election for Johnson County Supervisor on January 19 and
the Iowa Caucus on February 1. We encourage everyone to find the
location of their caucus and be part of the democratic process by
participating in our unique Iowa opportunity of being the first in the
nation to start the process of choosing Presidential candidates. The
Johnson County League is holding another Caucus Training session on
January 24 (see calendar) to help citizens prepare to participate in their
caucus.
We can promise a lively discussion and learning opportunity at
our Making Connections meeting at Audrey Moeller’s home on January 6
to form a consensus on Money in Politics.
The Iowa Legislative session convenes in January and the League
will be conducting our monthly Legislative forums to help citizens stay
informed and ask questions of our legislators. There is an increasing
awareness that what happens at the state level affects our lives in many
ways and this is the public’s chance to learn what we can do to impact
state legislators and other state officials. For more details about our
Legislative forums, see the Voter article and the calendar.
For those members interested in advocating for the League’s
positions, especially during our legislative session, consider coming to
Nancy Porter’s home on January 20 to see how we can lobby for our
priorities. Each of us has an important role to try to make democracy
work for all of us.

Advocacy
The 2016 Legislative session is coming up, and it’s time to think
about questions for our Iowa Representatives, based on our LWV
priority issues. Join like advocates to discuss and prepare questions on
Wednesday, January 20, at 3 PM, Nancy Porter’s home, 2519
Potomac Drive, IC. To reply, or more info, call 319 338-0194, leave a
message.
See you there
Website: lwvjc.org
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Calendar of Upcoming Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

Jan. 6

5:00 –
7:00PM

Audrey Moeller’s
home

Making Connections Meeting, Money in
Politics Consensus

Jan. 12

11:45AM –
1:00PM

Shares Restaurant, New Member Orientation and lunch
downtown I.C.

Jan. 18

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

Jan. 20

3:00 –
5:00PM

Nancy Porter’s
home

Advocacy Committee

Jan. 24

2:00 –
3:30PM

ICPL Room A

Caucus Education 101

Jan. 30

9:30 –
11:30AM

Iowa City Council
Chamber

Legislative Forum

Jan. 31

2:00PM

ICPL

Speaker Series – Jim Leach, “Fostering a
Culture of Civility”

Feb. 10

1:00 –
2:30PM

Coralville Public
Library, Room B

National and Local Program Planning

Feb. 15

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

Feb. 27

9:30 –
11:30AM

TBA

Legislative Forum

Feb. 28

2:00PM

ICPL

Speaker Series – Speaker TBA

March 10

10:00 AM–
3:00PM

Des Moines
Statehouse

Capitol Day for State League to lobby

March 16

5:00 –
7:00PM

Audrey Moeller’s
home

Making Connections meeting – hearing
report from Affordable Housing
Committee

March 21

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

March 26

9:30 –
11:30AM

TBA

Legislative Forum

Website: lwvjc.org
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There’s Still Time to Have a Say…
…about money in politics in today’s political system
The League of Women Voters has had a position on campaign finance since the 1970s.
However, it predates Supreme Court decisions that have changed campaign finance law
significantly. Our current money in politics review and update addresses the gap in our
current position and aims to seek member understanding and agreement as to the extent to
which our organization believes that financing a political campaign is speech protected by the
First Amendment.
Leagues are being asked to consider, via the consensus process, the rights of individuals
and organizations to express their political views through the financing of political campaign
activities; and how those rights, if any, should be protected and reconciled with the interests
set out in the current LWV position.
There are three parts to this consensus process : democratic values and interests with
respect to financing political campaigns; First Amendment protections for speakers and
activities in political campaigns; and methods for regulating campaign finance to protect the
democratic process.
Join colleagues on January 6th, 5 to 7 p.m., at a “Making Connections” meeting
to take part in this consensus process. Audrey Moeller will host the meeting, 445
Breconshire Lane, left off of Dubuque Street nearly two miles north of the I80
Interchange.

Sunday Series -- Learn with the League
Jim Leach, former Congressman and

Jim Leach, former Congressman and University of Iowa Visiting Law Professor, and
Chair in Public Affairs, will launch a Sunday Speaker Series “Learn with the League.” Mr.
Leach, who also served as National Endowment for the Humanities Chairman, will address
“Civility in Politics” on Sunday, Jan. 31, at 2 p.m., at the Iowa City Public Library. The
League of Women Voters of Johnson County and the Iowa City Public Library are partnering to
offer the Speakers Series, which presents to the public, information to strengthen our
democracy and our communities.

Caucus Education 101
The League of Women Voters of Johnson County will offer Caucus Education 101
for the public Sunday, Jan. 24, at 2 p.m. in the Iowa City Public Library. The goal of Caucus
Education 101 is to inform and encourage voters to attend the Iowa Caucuses that will be
held Feb. 1, 2016.
The session is the last training the League will offer before the Iowa Caucuses. The
training includes a brief history of Iowa Caucuses as well as a mock caucus. There is no
charge to attend and registration is not required.

Website: lwvjc.org

Housing Update Study Committee
While the Housing Update Study Committee worked from late summer to December
2015, the lack of affordable housing in Johnson County was much in the local news, in large
part because of the Johnson County Affordable Homes Coalition, a group dedicated to
advocating for and educating about housing affordable to all county residents. The Study
Committee invites you to join them for a conversation about the issue and the proposed
update to the LWVJC’s Housing Position at the March 16, 2016 “Making Connections”
meeting at Audrey Moeller’s home from 5 to 7PM.

Visit with Legislators
On November 12, we held a luncheon with our Johnson County state legislators at
the downtown Shares Restaurant. About 30 members attended, to listen to our legislators’
opinions on the next session and to ask questions. We enjoyed an interactive lunch with
legislators, and then asked them to address our concerns. Senators Bob Dvorsky and Joe
Bolkcom and Representatives Mary Mascher, Dave Jacoby and Sally Stutsman attended. All
local legislators were invited.
The Advocacy Committee decided to ask three of our priority questions: public
education funding, water quality in Iowa, and concerns over Medicaid
privatization. Representative Mary Mascher is our point person for education and has
been during her years of service in the legislature. She is concerned about funding for
education and noted that Governor Branstad vetoed a bipartisan, agreed upon formula for
schools. He cut $55 million from this year’s budget. This issue will be the first addressed
as the session begins in January. . Senator Dvorsky, reminded us that legislators can
influence the budget but cannot control the governor’s veto power.
Senator Bolkcom is our expert when it comes to environmental issues and he
stressed the need for our state to improve and protect water quality.. Representative
Jacoby spoke about the Des Moines lawsuit against agricultural polluters upstream from
their municipal water source. Sandy Keller asked our question about privitatiztion of
Medicaid services. Representative Sally Stutsman and all participants voiced major
concerns about what was happening. The hope is that the Federal Government will at least
postpone the changes until more facts are known.
As of this writing, Representative Mary Mascher and Senator Dvorsky have
returned the state issues questionnaire.
Plan to attend the LWV end of the month Legislative forums (see calendar)for more
information and updates.
Nancy Porter, Advocacy co-chair

Membership Change
It was decided at the last Johnson County League of Women Voters board meeting
that the membership period for anyone paying dues will be one year from the date of
payment. This changes the membership year from being July 1 to June 30 even if dues is
paid well after the July 1beginning. For those who pay early, membership will be
extended one year from their expiration date, whatever date that is.

Website: lwvjc.org
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LWVJC Book Club?
Some of our members have expressed an interest in reviving the LWVJC Book Club.
Acknowledging the busy schedules many of us keep, an alternative option is suggested. I have
been reading a book called Promised Land: Thirteen books that changed America. Each book
presented has a single chapter including:
Of Plymouth Plantation, The Federalist Papers, The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, The
Journals of Lewis and Clark, Walden, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The
Souls of Black Folk, The Promised Land, How to Win Friends and Influence People,, The Common
Sense Book of Baby and Child Care, On the Road, and The Feminine Mystique.
The author, Jay Parini, is a poet and novelist who teaches at Middlebury College in
Vermont. A review of this book, taken from Parini’s website states that:
“… Poet, novelist and literary critic Parini (The Last Station) examines the books he believes
represent the soul of the American republic. Some of these books are masterpieces, others icons
of a moment in American history. Throughout, Parini makes his case while wearing his learning
lightly. All of these works, from William Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation to Betty Friedan’s The
Feminine Mystique, had a profound impact on America’s complex identity. The evolving American
dynamic is noted in the way the subjects cluster: the American experiment (The Federalist
Papers); exploration of a continent (The Journals of Lewis and Clark); a new connection with
nature and self (Walden); issues of race and urban ethnicity (Uncle Tom’s Cabin and The Souls of
Black Folk, among others); business and its opposite, the counterculture (How to Win Friends and
Influence People and On the Road). A terrific chapter explores Dr. Spock’sThe Common Sense Book
of Baby and Child Care (Spock said no to no). A listing of 100 additional books with seismic impact
rounds out this engaging discussion, which ought to be on the syllabus of American studies
courses.”
If you would be interested in discussing this book, with other LWVJC members, one
chapter (mostly about 25 pages) at a time, let me know at nancylynch1941@gmail.com. We
can find a time to get together and discuss the finer points of organizing the group. The book
sells for $12.73 in paperback on Amazon or could be ordered in quantity from Prairie Lights.

Program Planning Meeting Set for February 10
All League members are invited to come to our Program Planning session at the
Coralville Public Library, meeting room B, at 1:00 -2:30 on Wednesday, February 10. Pat Jensen
will lead us in this process to consider what priorities our Johnson County League will suggest
to the National League organization, and also to look at our local positions.
As a result of Program Planning a year ago, followed by a vote at our annual May
meeting, a committee from our local League is currently studying Affordable Housing. Our
League also decided to suggest a TIF study to our State League, and that suggestion was voted
upon at our State League convention last June. The impetus for these studies started at the
local program planning meeting

Website: lwvjc.org
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At the 2015 Brunch,
President Gaylen
Wobeter presented
Syndy Conger with a
bouquet and
recognized her efforts
to register new voters.

LWVJC
November
Caucus Education
101 training at
the Iowa City
Public Library.

University of Iowa
College of Law
Professor Todd
Pettys addressed
Constitutional
Amendment and
Money in Politics
at the annual
brunch.

Voter editor is Nancy Lynch-nancylynch1941@gmail.com
Website: lwvjc.org

