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The Voter
March 2016
League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa

From the President
As we are all aware, the United States is in the midst of an election
season. Many candidates and issues are swirling around our lives. At the
basic level of an election, there are the voters, and this is one of the
League’s major concerns – making sure people are able to vote. Recently
the Federal Election Commission Executive Director, Brian Newby,
approved requests from Alabama, Georgia, and Kansas to require
documentary proof of citizenship when an applicant uses the federal mail
voter registration application form. This was illegal on several counts.
The full commission is required to vote on any changes.
“His decision allowing these changes to the state-specific
instructions on the federal form goes against the U.S. Court of Appeals
ruling in Kobach v. EAC” said Elisabeth McNamara, president of the
LWVUS. The US League, along with its Alabama, Georgia, and Kansas
affiliates filed suit on February 12 in the federal district court to stop this
illegal action because it would force voters to face an obstacle course to
participate and vote.
For our members who read McNamara’s Leader’s updates, you
know about this League action. The Brennan Center also featured this
lawsuit challenge to voter registration restrictions featuring the League
of Women Voters in their publication.
This is part of what our League dollars and efforts do - keep
fighting registration and voting restrictions. The League is about getting
more citizens to register and vote with ease and knowledge. Voting
rights are at the heart of what makes democracy work.

Legislative Forums
The next LWVJC Legislative Forum will be on Saturday, March 26,
9:30-11:30AM in the North Liberty City Council Chambers. Cosponsors
invited are Iowa Federation of Labor, United Way, ACLU and the
Affordable Homes Coalition.
Forums provide an opportunity for dialogue between legislators
and their constituents. Senators Joe Bolkcom, Robert Dvorsky, Kevin
Kinney, and Representatives Dave Jacoby, Vicki Lensing, Mary Mascher,
Bobby Kaufmann and Sally Stutsman have been invited to attend.
The last forum is tentatively scheduled, depending on progress of
the legislature, for April 30 in the Iowa City Council Chambers.
Website: lwvjc.org
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Board of Directors
2015-2016
President – Gaylen Wobeter,
338-5218
Vice President - Nancy Lynch,
331-6026
Secretary - Syndy Conger ,
358-7019
Treasurer - Carter Bell,
515 371-9646
Katy Hansen, 466-3119
Kathy Penningroth,
319 621-5998
Pat Jensen, 338-8123
Cathy Eisenhofer, 319 3897492
Linda Schreiber, 828-4323
Nancy Porter, 338-0194
Paula Vaughan, 319 631-8322
Polly Horton, 621-1685
Patty McCarthy 354-4311
Naomi Novick, 337-4649

February Calendar
Date

Time

Location

Program

March 10

10:00AM –
3:00PM

Des Moines
Statehouse

Capitol Day for all Iowa Leagues to
lobby our legislators

March 16

5:00 –
7:00PM

Audrey Moeller’s
home

Making Connections meeting –
hearing report from Affordable
Housing Committee

March 20

2:00 PM

TBA

Speaker’s Series - TBA

March 21

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

March 22

6:00 PM

Marriott

Carrie Chatman Catt Book Group

March 26

9:30 –
11:30AM

North Liberty City
Council Chamber

Legislative Forum

April 18

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

April 26

9:00 –
5:00PM

Doubletree by
Hilton, Cedar
Rapids

Iowa Women Lead Change
Conference

April 26

6:00 PM

TBA

Carrie Chatman Catt Book Group

April 30

9:30 –
11:30AM

Iowa City Council
Chambers

Legislative Forum

May 16

1:30 –
3:00PM

ICPL

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

May 19

Evening

TBA

Annual meeting

May 24

7:00

TBA

CCC Book Group

LWVIA Capitol Day, March 10
Plan to attend Capitol Day with your League Members. This is our day to lobby
legislators. The LWVIA will have a table on the first floor rotunda with a priorities page.
Thursday, March 10, beginning at 9:30 AM, in Capitol Room 15, the Legislative Dining Room on
the ground floor, we will meet for coffee and networking. The schedule includes meeting with
our capable lobbyists for an update on issues and strategy, talking to legislators from 11AM to
Noon, lunch on our own or with legislators, and continued lobbying or hearings until 2PM.
Contact Nancy Porter at 319-338-0194 and leave a message for carpooling. We will
meet at the Coral Ridge Mall at 7AM, in the “old” Sears parking, and leave at 7:15AM. We are
ready with two cars. For last minute cancelation, contact Gaylen Wobeter, president (319-4713724). Our pre registration is due March 4.
Website: lwvjc.org
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Making Connections: Affordable Housing
Wednesday, March 16
Housing, or the lack thereof, has been in the local newspapers steadily since early 2015.
An updated study was published revealing sluggish growth in the construction of single-family
homes, and an even greater lack of available apartments in Iowa City and surrounds. With a
razor thin vacancy rate in rental units in any given month, finding housing is a challenge for
anyone, and an even greater challenge for Iowa City residents on limited incomes. Even so,
people keep coming to our area, a destination area each year for thousands of new University of
Iowa students and employees, and a steady stream of new retirees, people from around the
world, and people from our own country—all arguably seeking better life for themselves and
their families.
The League of Women Voters of Johnson County has had a housing position since 1992,
revised once in 2003. The opening words of that first position still ring true and strong: “The
LWVJC believes that all individuals and families should have equal access to affordable housing
without discrimination and to a decent and suitable living environment.” These words echo
statements in the LWVUS position on housing. Early in 2015, referencing newspaper clippings
about housing issues in the county, the League members who met to plan programs for the year
recommended that the League look once more at the rest of the position to make sure it was the
most effective advocacy tool possible for 2016. A year later, the Housing Study Update group
has completed its review and has drafted proposed revisions of the position. This document will
be discussed with members at the next Making Connections meeting at Audrey Moeller’s house
on Wednesday, March 16, 2016, 5 to 7 PM.
All interested members are welcome to come to this meeting. As noted in the January
Voter invitation to this event, March is too early anyway to think about spring cleaning. Take
this advice from someone who broke a rib cleaning her house in November 2015! Why not look
for another way to study houses?
Syndy Conger, Coordinator, Housing Study Update group.

The Nominating Committee Wants You!
The nominating committee meets annually to select officers and directors for the
coming years. We also would like to encourage members to think about sharing their talents
with our League, becoming more active and learning from the pros. This is a great training
ground for many phases of your life and best of all, for making many lifelong friends. I’ll share
a moment I had with my son, then four, when we were returning home from a League meeting
and I was dropping off a member at her home. He had been in the back seat of the car and said,
“Mommy, you have so many nice friends.”
So let us know of your interests and come join us.
Barbara Haring

Website: lwvjc.org

Sunday Speaker Series
LWVJC hosts Nicholas Johnson address Feb. 28
Coverage of the presidential election brings to mind national media. The League of
Women Voters of Johnson County Sunday Speaker Series featuree Nicholas Johnson, University
of Iowa College of Law adjunct professor emeritus, and a member of the school’s Intellectual
Property Law faculty and International and Comparative Law Program.
Mr. Johnson addressed “The State of the Media” Sunday, Feb. 28, at 2 p.m. in the Iowa City
Public Library meeting room A.
Locally and nationally, Mr. Johnson wears many hats, but perhaps he is best known in
the Iowa City area as a law professor, public interest advocate and telecommunications policy
wonk. He is also an outspoken critic of American politics and aspects of Iowa City cultural and
political scene. His blog, "FromDC2Iowa.blogspot.com" covers local and national topics.
Prior to joining the UI College of Law, Mr. Johnson had a distinguished legal and administrative
career in Washington, D.C. and served on the Federal Communications Commission. In addition
he ran for Congress, headed a Washington-based media reform group, hosted a PBS TV
program, wrote a nationally syndicated column, consulted with numerous countries on media
matters, lectured at numerous colleges and authored four books.
The Sunday Speaker Series offers the public information to strengthen our democracy
and our communities. The League of Women Voters of Johnson County is a nonpartisan political
organization founded in 1920, and is dedicated to keeping an informed electorate through
advocacy and community events. The LWVJC is a member of the League of Women Voters of the
United States, consisting of 50 state Leagues and 803 local chapters, and a member of the
League of Women Voters of Iowa.
Sunday Speaker Series Launches With Congressman Jim Leach
If you missed former Congressman and University of Iowa Visiting Professor of Law,
Senior Scholar and Chair in Public Affairs Jim Leach’s presentation, “Civility in Politics,” you
missed an opportunity to hear an expert speak. Mr. Leach has transitioned from making public
policy to tracing the country’s history. “Civility in Politics” is historically rooted in the formation
of the United States and our founding fathers, who did not subscribe to specifically to
Christianity but ensured Americans had freedom to worship. The Constitution framers did not
mention “God.” They referenced the “Almighty.”
Mr. Leach served as Chairman of the House Committee on Banking and Financial
Services (1995-2001) and a senior member of the House Committee on International Relations.
Audience members questioned Mr. Leach about the Glass–Steagall Act and the Gramm–Leach–
Bliley Act, which he sponsored. He said global conditions and limited regulations led to the
financial crisis in 2007-2008.
He also said Iowa banks are the best regulated in the nation, and that he had urged
former Federal Reserve Chair Alan Greenspan to adopt similar, more stringent banking
regulations for the nation.
The senior statesman referenced growing up in Davenport, Iowa, and an unauthorized
scholarship offer he received from Forest Evashevski. He also shared with the audience thst his
mother launched the League of Women Voters in Davenport.
The rapt audience was eager to ask Mr. Leach’s opinions about many topics including
campaign finances and the presidential campaign. He was gracious to all and encouraged
political participation through voting. Linda Schreiber
Website: lwvjc.org
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League Members Participate in Iowa’s First Satellite Caucus
at Oaknoll Retirement Residence
Several residents at Iowa City’s Oaknoll Retirement Residence began organizing last
September when they heard that the Iowa Democratic Party (IDP) was seeking applications
from Iowa Democrats at non-traditional outreach locations to apply for permission to hold a
satellite caucus—the first such effort in Iowa. The Satellites were partly in response to
nationwide complaints that the Iowa Caucuses were inaccessible and undemocratic. The
Republican Party had decided not to hold this type of outreach, but some Oaknoll Democrats
jumped at the chance. Many of them had limitations that would prevent them from attending
their caucus for the first time in their adult lives. In a Presidential election year, this seemed
especially unfortunate. Weather, transportation, and acoustical problems as well as finding
places to sit for a long session in crowded locations were barriers for many Oaknoll residents.
Republicans and Democrats who were still able to drive attended their regular Precinct 2
caucus, and Oaknoll provided a bus.
League members who worked on this project from Sept, 2015 through Feb. 2016 with
other Oaknoll Democrats were Jean Lloyd-Jones, Kathie Clifton, Jim and Pat Ephgrave, Claudine
Harri, Rebecca Reiter, and Carol Spaziani. Spaziani wrote the application, recruited volunteers,
planned volunteer transportation for those in wheelchairs and organized for her favorite
candidate. Jean Lloyd-Jones planned signup sessions, designed publicity tools, managed final
preparations for caucus night and capped it off by capably serving as Caucus Chair.
In addition to Oaknoll, the IDP arranged satellites at Glenwood,. Woodward and the Iowa
Veterans Home, but Oaknoll had by far the largest attendance. The four locations were treated
as one precinct by the IDP, and three state level delegates were reserved for them based on
attendance. The IDP also provided a staffer to assist on caucus night. They had set a deadline
of Jan. 6 to sign up to attend so that they would have time to check voter registrations. After
scrambling to meet the deadline, we were able to sign up 125 resident Democrats to attend.
On caucus night, 109 signed in with an additional 10 at the other 3 caucus sites. The
final preference counts at Oaknoll were: Hillary 95; Bernie 14; Uncommitted and O’Malley each
0. With all four satellites reporting in: Hillary 99; Bernie 20; others 0. After applying the
prescribed math formulas, Oaknoll was given 2 state delegates for Hillary and 1 for Bernie. We
were astounded the next day to hear how close the statewide delegate count was: Hillary
700.59; Bernie 696.82. A special side benefit was registering an 86 year old recently
naturalized citizen to vote in Iowa! We think that Oaknoll’s three delegates may have tipped the
margin. It certainly points up how important it is in a democracy to get out and caucus and
vote!

Please welcome our newest members:
Amy Nielsen
Amelia Koehn

Website: lwvjc.org

Member Spotlight: Committed Community Volunteer
If you’re a reader of The Gazette or Iowa City Press-Citizen editorial pages, you’re likely
to recognize a familiar name, Judy Pfohl. She’s a regular contributor, penning letters covering
conservation topics and politics.
A longtime League of Women Voters member, Judy likes the idea of contributing. Her
passions, likely inherited from her parents, include keeping information accessible (and
transparent) to the public and advocating for conservation. As a LWV volunteer, she’s quick to
help including acknowledging League fundraising efforts. Her husband, Bruce, is also a League
member.
A Californian by birth, Judy met her husband who was originally from Buffalo, New
York, (his family had relocated to Iowa) at Graceland College. Bruce continued graduate
studies at the University of Iowa College of Medicine, and now is a psychiatrist at University of
Iowa Health Care. His specialty, personality disorders, now focuses on eating disorders for the
hospital’s inpatient unit.
In Iowa City, Judy also continued her education, first becoming a Medical Technologist
and volunteering at the Free Medical Clinic doing lab work. She also earned a Master’s degree
in Hospital Administration and worked for UIHC in the Internal Medicine Department.
Following her interest in learning, Judy returned to UI to earn a second Master’s degree in
elementary and secondary science education. She is also certified for Gifted and Talented
education, and taught K-8th grade science at Willowind School. Judy and her students planted
rainbow-shaped and rainbow-colored gardens at the school’s Johnson Street location.
She says it’s in her DNA to be politically active and concerned for the environment. Her
parents, both educators, were involved with environmental projects, people and politics.
Growing up in the San Francisco area, her mother was active in American Association of
University Women, gardening groups and obtained a large state grant to create major
landscaping near a California interstate exchange.
Judy served as a volunteer on the Johnson County Soil & Water Conservation
Commission, helped her church create a 4-acre prairie habitat, and helps maintain the cityowned prairies along Mormon Trek and at the corner of Rohret Road and Mormon Trek
Boulevard. She is active as her neighborhood association president and helped create Kiwanis
Park, a natural environment in the Willow Creek area. The Kiwanis built the shelter and
repurposed a farm trestle bridge.
Her parents, originally on opposite ends of the political spectrum, always talked about
politics. They were also active participants in a world ambassador program and would
frequently host international visitors in their home.
Judy has passed her genes for politics to her son, who is a computer software entrepreneur.
He frequently is a consultant with political firms in his home state of Wisconsin and
nationally. His wife, a high school math teacher, is now an administrator, in the McFarland
School District. They have a precocious two-year old daughter.
These days Judy rarely substitute teaches. Her parents, in their later years, relocated to Iowa
City to be close to their only child. Although her Mother has since passed away, Judy is a
frequent visitor at Oaknoll to see her Dad. She says he’s thrilled Oaknoll was a satellite caucus
site. “He’s up-to-date on current events, and has started a men’s discussion group.”
“My Dad received the French Legion of Honor for WWII. He was a navigator bombardier
during WWII. He flew 75 missions including two on D-Day,” she says, adding both were
delighted to go on an Honor Flight a few years ago.
Website: lwvjc.org
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MPOJC Seeks Input on How Community Members Travel
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The Metropolitan Planning Organization of Johnson County (MPOJC) wants to know how
and why Johnson County residents travel. MPOJC has posted six transportation surveys -general transportation, passenger vehicle, transit, bicycle, pedestrian, and youth -- on its
website at http://www.mpojc.org/resources/surveys.h.... Participants are encouraged to fill
out all surveys with the exception of the youth survey, which is intended to be completed only
by area residents aged 18 and under. The surveys will remain open until Friday, March 25,
2016. All responses are anonymous.
Survey responses will help guide the development of the Future Forward 2045
Transportation Plan, a requirement for securing state and federal funding for transportation
projects. The plan helps guide the metropolitan area decision-making regarding transportation
improvements and investments extending 25 years into the future.
For more information about MPOJC or to access the current Long-Range Transportation
Plan, visit www.mpojc.org. Follow MPOJC on Twitter @MPOJC for other public input
opportunities. For more information, contact Kent Ralston, Executive Director, atkentralston@iowa-city.org or 319-356-5253.

Fund Raising
Our 2016 fund-raising letters were mailed out near the date of Carrie Chatman Catt’s
February birthday. Hopefully you received one and are considering a donation. Our efforts
continue to study, educate and advocate. I looked back at the letter written in my second term as
President of LWVJC (2011) and noticed similar issues and intent.
This year 2015-16 there is a committee reviewing our LWVJC Affordable Housing Position,
whose findings will be shared at our March Making Connections meeting. Here is what I wrote
in Spring 2011:
A long standing issue for the League, affordable housing, has resurfaced and the committee
has determined to focus on a new way forward on this issue. We are committed to real change on
this intractable problem and will marshal our resources to convince local elected officials of the
correctness of our position through direct communications and citizen action.
The impact of the League of Women Voters on local issues is a vital part of local civic
engagement. All politics are local takes on a whole new meaning as a member of the League.
Your generous contribution to The League of Women Voters of Johnson County will help us
continue our efforts fostering public participation and interaction with elected officials. Your tax
deductible contribution to the League of Women Voters of Johnson County Education Fund will
help us create and expand educational programs such as our Caucus 101 and Sunday Seminars.
Polly Horton 319-621-1685 Pollyshorton@gmail.com

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
The CCC Book Club held an organizational meeting on January 23. We will spend the next 13
months discussing each chapter in the book “Promised Land: Thirteen Books that Changed
America” by Jay Parini. The next meeting will include dinner and will be held at the Marriott
Hotel at the Iowa River Landing at 6 PM on March 22. Any members who would like to attend
but have not already participated should email Nancy Lynch at nancylynch1941@gmail.com.
Website: lwvjc.org
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On the left: Judith Pfohl,
Member Spotlight, page 6

Above: Congressman Jim Leach,
Sunday Speaker for January
See page 4

Above: Nicholas Johnson,
Sunday Speaker on
February 28 See page 4
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