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The Voter
May 2016
League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa

From the President
We are in for a special honor at our annual meeting on May 19 to
hear a presentation by Deborah Turner, M.D. and J.D., Co-President of the
League of Women Voters of Iowa, President of the Des Moines Metro
League, and candidate for the LWVUS Board of Directors. I think
everyone will appreciate and learn from Deb’s message to us. We hope
people come early to the meeting so you have time to socialize and
connect with other League members before the dinner. We plan to use
this evening to celebrate all that we have accomplished during this League
year.
I can hardly believe this is the last Voter report in my two year
term as President. The time has flown by and I am very grateful for the
chance to serve and learn as President of this amazing organization. I am
especially appreciative of the Board members who have been a central
part of everything the League has accomplished and have been very
supportive of me as the President. I will continue to serve on the Board
after our very capable new leadership team is elected at our May annual
meeting, and will also be serving along with Nancy Porter and Polly
Horton on the State of Iowa League Board. The more I learn about the
League of Women Voters, past and present, and the work we are doing,
the more committed I have become to try to make a little difference in the
future of our democracy by being part of the League. I hope all of you feel
the same.

Voter Registration at the NAMI Walk, April 30th
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May 12 Forum

Board of Directors
2015-2016
President – Gaylen Wobeter,
338-5218
Vice President - Nancy Lynch,
331-6026
Secretary - Syndy Conger ,
358-7019
Treasurer - Carter Bell,
515 371-9646
Katy Hansen, 466-3119
Kathy Penningroth,
319 621-5998
Pat Jensen, 338-8123
Cathy Eisenhofer, 319 3897492
Linda Schreiber, 828-4323
Nancy Porter, 338-0194
Paula Vaughan, 319 631-8322
Polly Horton, 621-1685
Patty McCarthy 354-4311
Naomi Novick, 337-4649

Website: lwvjc.org
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Calendar of Coming Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

May 12

7:00 –
8:30PM

Coralville City
Council Chambers

Candidates for House District 77
Forum

May 16

3:30 –
5:00PM

ICPL Room B

Social following at Polly Horton’s
home

May 19

5:30 PM

Clarion
Highlander Hotel

Annual dinner meeting and speaker

May 24

7:00PM

TBA

CCC Book Group

May 25

12:00 1:00PM

TBA

New Leadership Lunch Sponsorship

June 11

9:30AM –
2:00PM

Marshalltown
Community
College

State League Council

Washington D.C.

LWVUS National Convention

June 16 – 19

LWVJC Board of Directors Meeting

Annual Meeting on Thursday, May 19
Dr. Deborah Turner, Co-President of the
League of Women Voters of Iowa and President of
the Des Moines Metro LWV, will our keynote
speaker at our LWVJC Annual Meeting. She will
address “Women’s Health”
Dr. Turner has practiced in the academic
and private sectors specializing in Gynecologic
Oncology. Dr. Turner is involved in many volunteer
services, and has been involved in Global Health,
volunteering in Tanzania. In addition to her
medical degree from the University of Iowa, Dr.
Turner received a Juris Doctor degree from Drake
University.
See Page 4 for details

Website: lwvjc.org

Program Planning
Winter 2015, with local newspapers reporting a serious shortage of affordable
housing in Johnson County, League members at the annual Program Planning meeting
decided to revisit the LWVJC 2003 Housing Position, in part to review it and in part to
make sure it was the best possible advocacy tool. In February of 2016, the Housing Study
Update Committee had completed its review, and by the March it the Committee was
ready to present a draft of an updated Housing Position to the LWVJC Board. On March
21, 2016, the Board approved the draft for presentation at the Annual Meeting May 2016.
The update retains and highlights the 2003 recommendation to look for regional
solutions to this persistent problem with the cooperation of all local and county
government entities and any for-profit and non-profit organizations involved in housing.
In addition, the update foregrounds the need for sufficient funding; emphasizes energyefficient innovation to reduce utility costs to homeowners and apartment dwellers; adds
housing for the homeless to the list of concerns needing attention; and urges
communities to evaluate both housing stock and their programs regularly to ensure they
are effective.

Housing Position
The League believes that within Johnson County, decent, affordable housing should
be available for individuals and families without discrimination. To achieve this, the League
recommends that all governments within the county, Including the Johnson County Board
of Supervisors, work with local for-profit and non-profit organizations to establish
agencies, policies, and programs that build and maintain an inventory of affordable
housing.
To address the county needs for affordable housing, the League supports a
cooperative, regional approach to:
1. Maintain programs that provide sufficient funds for affordable housing.
2. Create policies that provide an adequate supply of affordable housing for both
ownership and rental.
3. Improve and increase housing inventory through new construction, conservation
and rehabilitation of affordable units.
4. Promote energy-efficient housing to reduce energy costs to homeowners or
apartment renters.
5. Provide housing for the homeless.
The ultimate aim of such efforts should be the successful inclusion of affordable
housing into all neighborhoods, existing or new, with a range of prices and a variety of
housing types; i.e. apartments, duplexes, triplexes, multi-family units. At the same time,
outreach to citizens should include information about housing availability and cost. Local
municipalities should evaluate their housing stock regularly to ensure that their agencies,
policies, and programs are effective and attaining the goal of maintaining and, when
necessary, expanding affordable housing opportunities in their communities.
(The LWVJC initial Housing Position was reached in 1992 after a two-year study, then
revised in 2003. This 2016 document is the first update since that time. See also the LWVUS
Housing Position on which the LWVJC drew at LWVUS.org Impact on Issues: Social Policy /
“Equal Rights”; “Fair Housing”; and “Housing Supply.”)
Website: lwvjc.org
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LWVJC Annual Meeting on May 19 to Top an Active League Year
Calling All League Members! You are invited to attend and participate in our annual
meeting. It will be held Thursday, May 19, at the Clarion Highlander, 2525 N. Dodge Street,
Iowa City.
Everyone is invited to a social hour beginning at 5 p.m.
The dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. Diners may choose a main entrée from one of the
following:
•
•
•

Lemon Pepper Tilapia (gluten free)
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Eggplant Parmesan (vegetarian)

All meals include mixed green salad with raspberry vinaigrette dressing, wild rice (gluten
free) and steamed carrots. The cost is $25 including tax and gratuity. Payment may be made
at the door, but please make a reservation by Friday, May 13. RSVP to
lnschreiber@gmail.com.
The business meeting will begin at 6 p.m. and will include voting on the FY20162017 budget, an update and vote on the LWVJC Housing Position, election of officers and
directors and LWVUS delegates.
Dr. Deborah Turner, Co-President of the League of Women Voters of Iowa and
President of the Des Moines Metro LWV, is our keynote speaker. She will address “Women’s
Health”. Dr. Turner has practiced in the academic and private sectors specializing in
Gynecologic Oncology. Now retired, Dr. Turner is involved in many volunteer services, and
has been involved in Global Health, volunteering in Tanzania. In addition to her medical
degree from the University of Iowa, Dr. Turner received a Juris Doctor degree from Drake
University. Dr. Turner will speak at 7:05 p.m.
It’s been a busy year. Please plan to attend and learn what’s been going on and help
us plan for the future. The LWVJC Board encourages all League members to attend and to
phone a friend and invite them to attend the annual meeting.

Please welcome our newest member:
Patricia Heiden
LWVJC.org
As many have noticed, our website has been inaccessible because of
problems with our domain name. These have finally been resolved and the site
should be back online in a few days. Nancy Lynch

Voter editor is Nancy Lynch

nancylynch1941@gmail.com
Website: lwvjc.org
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Nominating Committee Report for 2016-18

Our Preface: We announced our intentions in the March VOTER, to open Board
opportunities to the general membership. We reviewed the LWVJC Bylaws, Conflict of
Interest Policy, and the listed positions/terms that needed to be filled. With the shuffle of
duties, this became a puzzling challenge!
Our intent was to manage the desires of the current Board members who wished to
continue their position and at the same time, bring new talent and relieve those who
have long served.
For election by Members, May, 2016
Officers:
President
Secretary (unexpired term)
Treasurer

Syndy Conger, 2016-2018
Sandra Keller, 2016-17
Linda Kroon, 2016-2018

Directors (elected):

Julie Wittig, 2016-18
Nancy Porter, 2016-18
Polly Horton, 2016-18

Nominating Committee:

Della McGrath, 2016-17
Audrey Moeller, 2016-17

Recommendations to the Board for Appointments
Directors (appointed–up to 5): Gaylen Wobeter, 2016-17
Linda Schreiber, 2016-17
Katy Hansen, 2016-17
Pat Jensen, 2016-17
Diana Henry, 2016-17
Nominating Committee:
Carry-Over Board Members:
Vice-President
Directors (elected):

One member of the Board (one year term)

Nancy Lynch, expires 2017
Cathy Eisenhofer, expires 2017
Patty McCarthy, expires 2017
Paula Vaughan, expires 2017

Submitted by Barbara Haring, chair, Della McGrath, Patty McCarthy, Carol Spaziani

Website: lwvjc.org

6

League of Women Voters of Johnson County
Proposed Annual Budget July 2016-June 2017

Website: lwvjc.org
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Voter Service
Primary Race Candidate Forum-Come hear about the candidates before you vote!
Iowa House District 77 seat is open due to Sally Stutsman's retirement. Two democrats, Amy
Nielsen and Abbie Weipert, and two republicans, Paula Dreeszen and Royce Phillips are running.
May 12, 2016, 7:00-8:30pm
Coralville City Council Chambers
Moderator: Pat Jensen
Website: lwvjc.org

