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League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa

From the President
Inside this issue:

The November Voter offers you a year-to-date summary of our activities and a
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look at important events in November and December and, because we are about Calendar
Lunch w/Legislators
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to enter into a season of maximum distraction (elections and holidays), a peek
Holiday Brunch
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into January 2017.
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The articles allow you to review our recent “missions accomplished,” fall
Casting First Ballot
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candidate race forums and a record-breaking voter registration drive. You can
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also prepare for the upcoming legislative session in Iowa by reading the articles
State Issues Briefing
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IC Charter Amendment 6
about two out-of-town meetings in October, both focused on clean water. Both
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the recently formed multi-state Upper Mississippi River Region Inter-League
Photos
8
Organization meeting and the LWVIA State Issues Briefing focused on the need to
restore the quality of our water supply in the region and the state.
Board of Directors
The League calendar alerts you to many events in the coming weeks. I
2015-2016
highlight the following because they occur in very early November or, in one
President – Syndy Conger,
Syndymc67@gmail.com
case, because it ties into a major advocacy effort on the part of LWVUS:
legislative restoration of the Voting Rights Act. You can find times & locations Vice President - Nancy Lynch,
nancylynch1941@gmail.com
for all in the calendar on the next page.
1. A daytime Halloween party on October 31 at Winans Chocolates and Coffee.
Bring a friend, and welcome new members. RSPV to Julie Wittig
(j903greenfields@gmail.com)
2. A special League-hosted discussion about restoring the vote to returning
citizens by the Inside Out Reentry Community of Iowa on Nov. 2. According
to the Brennan Center for Justice, even though more than 20 states have
restored rights to persons with criminal convictions in the last 20 years, Iowa
remains “one of only three states—alongside Kentucky and Florida—to
impose permanent disenfranchisement for all people with felony convictions,
unless the government approves individual rights restoration.”
3. A timely screening of the film Miss Representation about gender norms and
stereotypes in the media the night before the election, November 7.
4. A Making Connections meeting about Voting Rights and the Voting Rights Act
Wednesday, November 16
5. Last but not least, this issue invites you to mark your calendars to attend the
annual December League Brunch and renew your membership on December
3 . The featured speaker will be Iowa Secretary of State Paul D. Pate.. Till we
see each other again, best wishes for smooth journey through the elections
season.
Syndy Conger, President, LWVJC
Website: lwvjc.org
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Diana Henry,
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pmmccarthy1131@gmail.com
Gaylen Wobeter,
gaywob@live.com
Julie Wittig,
j903greenfields@gmail.com
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Calendar of Coming Events
Date
Monday,
October 31

Time
9:30 – 11:30
am

Wednesday,
November 2

7 – 9 pm

Monday,
November 7

6 – 8 pm

Iowa City Senior Center,
28 S. Linn St, Iowa City

Tuesday,
November 8
Monday,
November 14
Wednesday,
November 16

7 am – 9 pm

Tuesday,
November 22
Tuesday,
November 22

3:45 – 5 pm

Polling Places of Johnson
County
Iowa City Public Library
Rm E, 2nd floor
Club Moeller, 445
Breconshire Lane,
Coralville
Jensen house, 13 Lakeview
Drive NE, Iowa City
Coralville Public Library

Thursday,
December 1

Deadline!

RSVP to Polly Horton
(pollyshorton@aol.com)

Friday,
December 2
Saturday,
December 3

11:30 am – 1
pm
9:15 – 11 am

Shares, Sheraton Hotel,
210 S. Dubuque St. IC
Elks Club, 637 Foster Rd,
Iowa City

Monday,
December 19
Wednesday,
January 18,
2017
Saturday,
January 28
Sunday,
January 29

12 - 1:30 pm

TBA

Iowa City Public Library,
Rm B
Club Moeller, 445
Breconshire Lane,
Coralville
TBA

2 pm

Iowa City Public Library

12 – 1:30 pm
5:30 – 7:30
pm

7 – 8:30 pm

5:30 – 7:30
pm

Location
WInans Chocolates and
Coffee, 470 1st Ave.
Coralville
Iowa City Public Library,
Rooms A, B, and C

Website: lwvjc.org

Program
Halloween party!
Bring a friend, welcome new
members
Why Can’t We Vote? (League
hosts Speakers from Inside
Out Reentry Community)
Miss Representation (film
about gender presentation in
media)
ELECTION DAY!
LWVJC Board Meeting
Making Connections: Voting
Rights Then and Now (Jensen,
Conger)
Centennial Planning Group
Carrie Chapmen Catt
Book Club: The Promised
Land
Register by today for
December Brunch
Lunch with Legislators
December Brunch Featured
speaker: Iowa Secretary of
State Pate
LWVJC Board Meeting
Making Connections: LWVIA
TIF Study (Beaumont)
Legislative Forum
LWVJC Speakers Series
David Swenson,
ISU Economics

Lunch with our Local Legislators – Friday, December 2
Where: Shares Restaurant, private room, downtown Iowa City
Who: League members and our local legislators
Time: 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Menu: Flatbread and Soft drinks
What: Forum for League members to ask our local legislators about what
possibilities they see in the upcoming session concerning League priorities:
including water quality, voting rights, justice reforms, and mental health.
There is no need to make a reservation. If you are a League member just come. We are
grateful for our local legislators who have faithfully attended this event in the past, and
who continue to support the League’s quest for understanding and dialogue about
public policy issues.

2016 LWVJC Annual Holiday Brunch
Saturday, December 3, 2016
9:15 – 11:00 AM
Elks Club
637 Foster Road, Iowa City (319-351-3700) Free parking and easy access
Brunch of egg casserole, fruit, cinnamon roll, beverage $15.00 per person

Iowa Secretary of State, Paul Pate, will speak on the topic:
“Upholding Voting Rights in Iowa”
9:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:15 AM
10:45 AM

registration (payment)/ Meet & Greet
Brunch
Secretary Paul Pate will speak on Voting Rights in Iowa
Q & A with Secretary Pate

Reservations due by December 1, 2016

Send to Gaylen Wobeter by email (gaywob@live.com) or phone (319-338-5218)
Pay when you check in at Elks Club
Gaylen Wobeter, Polly Horton

Voter Services
‘Why Can’t We Vote?':
Join us on November 2, 7-9pm at Iowa City Public Library (rooms A,B,C) for a
discussion of voting rights for felons led by Mike Cervantes of Inside Out Reentry
Program.
Mark your calendars for the Saturday Winter Legislative Forums: January
28, February 25, March 25, 2017.

Website: lwvjc.org
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Casting the First Ballot
The League of Women Voters of Johnson County has registered over 300 voters
since the summer/fall voter registration drive began in July 2016. Many of those
registered are first-time voters who will cast their first ballot in the November 8
presidential election. These new voters are college students, naturalized citizens and
others wanting to participate in government and have a voice in shaping their future.
I recall casting my first ballot in the 1972 presidential election when I was a 20
year old college student living in California. I became eligible to vote when Congress
passed the 26th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution in 1971 lowering the voting age
from 21 to 18. As a result, 18, 19 and 20 year-olds across the country could vote in the
1972 presidential election. Like many college students at the time, I was opposed to the
Vietnam War and the draft and was excited to vote along with thousands of other
students and activists advocating for change. We all knew the power in voting and how it
collectively sent our anti-war message to the politicians in Washington D.C.
The 1972 election whetted my appetite for the electoral process. I have since
voted in every presidential election as well as national, state and local elections. My
candidates do not always win, but I know my vote counts and democracy truly works if
we vote. My vote is my say in government as it allows me to hire candidates who
represent my interests. It also allows for the opportunity to fire those who have not
measured up, and to support or oppose issues in the form of ballot propositions. As a
League member I stay informed about candidates and the issues by attending forums and
reading extensively about each candidate or issue prior to the election. This way I can
make an informed decision at the polls. Not voting is never an option.
Election Day, Tuesday, November 8 is fast approaching. There is still time for inperson early voting at the Johnson County Auditor's Office and at satellite voting sites
located throughout the county. Please check the list of early voting sites below for more
information and share it with friends and family who still need to vote. You can always
vote on election day at the polling place in your precinct. It is time to spread the word
and Get Out the Vote.
Early Voting at Auditor’s Office, 913 S. Dubuque St., Iowa City
Weekdays 7:45 AM -5:30 PM through Monday, November 7
Tuesday, November 1, Wednesday, November 2, Thursday, November 3
Evening Hours - Open till 9 PM
Weekend Hours
Saturday, October 29, 8 AM – 5 PM, Saturday, November 5, 8 AM – 5 PM
Sunday, November 6, Noon – 5 PM
Iowa City Public Library, 123 S. Linn St., Iowa City
Monday, October 31 through Friday, November 4, 11 AM – 4 PM
Saturday, November 5, 10 AM - 5 PM
Boyd Law Building, 130 Byington Rd, Iowa City, Levitt Auditorium
Tuesday, November 1, 9:30 AM - 2 PM,
Coralville Public Library, 1401 5th St., Coralville
Friday, November 4, 11 AM - 5 PM
Saturday, November 5, 10 AM - 4 PM
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration Coordinator
Website: lwvjc.org
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Voting Rights Still (and always) in the News
As this is being written, the election is two weeks away. So after the election is
over, breath deeply, relax and renew, then plan to attend the November 16th “Making
Connections” gathering at “Club Moeller” (otherwise known as the home of League
member Audrey Moeller) to review and discuss the ongoing issue of voting rights in
America.
This election year has been full of court cases challenging state laws regarding
voter ID, early voting, registration, etc. Leagues of Women Voters in states like Florida,
Texas, North Carolina, Wisconsin, North Dakota, Ohio, Alabama, Mississippi, and Kansas,
have been busy this year trying to keep voting processes open to all.
The October 16 Cedar Rapids Gazette carried a Washington Post story about the
Indiana state police raiding the Indianapolis office of a voter registration program aimed
at signing up African Americans. The Oct. 4 raid was part of an investigation into
allegations of fraudulent voter application information in 56 Indiana counties. The head
of the voter registration project estimated that 45,000 people might not be able to vote
Nov. 8 because their applications were seized during the raid. The group has asked the
Justice Department to investigate efforts by Indiana public officials to “suppress tens of
thousands of African American votes”.
Gerrymandering has played a role in voting rights as well. How? Join League
colleagues to find out from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 16th, at the home of
Audrey Moeller, 445 Breconshire Lane, left off of Dubuque Street nearly two miles north
of the I80 Interchange.

State Issues Briefing Held October 8 in Marshalltown
Five Johnson County League members, Nancy Porter, Polly Horton, Barbara
Beaumont, Linda Melloy, and Gaylen Wobeter attended the State Issues Briefing on October
8. Mary Rae Bragg, Iowa League President, welcomed the participants and explained the
day’s agenda. Barbara Beaumont, Chairperson of the state TIF study, presented a brief
summary of the study with questions for local Leagues to answer about how TIF is being
used in their communities. We will be learning more about this study at several programs in
the next few months from Barbara Beaumont and Linda Schreiber, another committee
member from our Johnson County League.
Amy Campbell, our Iowa League lobbyist, introduced Tim Whipple, the General
Council for the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities. Tim presented lots of facts about the
municipal utilities challenges with having safe water for their areas. A lively question and
answer period followed Tim’s presentation. After lunch Amy introduced Jan Glendening, the
Executive Director of the Nature Conservancy who explained that her organization is
spearheading the IWILL Coalition to work together to improve Iowa’s water quality. Jan had
many handouts and background information, and again a lively question and answer session
followed her presentation.
Those of us attending felt we had been much better informed about the possibilities
for improving Iowa’s water and will look forward to some action that can hopefully be taken
at the next legislative session.
Website: lwvjc.org

5

6
Charter Amendment on the ballot in November
On November 8, Iowa City voters will be asked to amend
the Home Rule Charter to change from 25 to 10 percent
the number of signatures that are required to place an
issue on a local ballot. The question appears on the back
side of the official election Ballot for Iowa City residents
as “Public Measure.”
The request for an amendment came in August
2016 when local activists, Martha Hampel and Caroline
Dieterle, presented the Iowa City Council a petition with
more than 700 signatures asking the council to lower the
number of signatures required for petitions.
At a recent forum held by the League of Women Voters
of Johnson County, panelists discussed the pros and
cons of lowering the signature requirements. Serving on
the panel were former Iowa City Mayor and City Council
member John Balmer and Charter Review Commission
member Adam Sullivan, along with Hampel and Dieterle.
Proponents say lowering the signature
requirement strengthens the first amendment and
encourages direct interaction with government officials
Opponents say low voter turnout for local elections,
coupled with an existing ability to interact with local
officials, and the current 3,600 signature requirement of
eligible voters allows the public opportunities for
expression without burdening the public in the voting
booth. Lowering the signature requirement could result in
voters being asked to vote on a number of issues, and
public measures come with cost to Iowa City taxpayers.
Home Rule Charter background
The Iowa City Council recently completed its 10year review of the Home Rule Charter that was adopted
in 1973. The Iowa City Council adopted a Home Rule
Charter ordinance on Jan. 2, 1976.
In April 2015, the council approved a Charter Review
Commission’s recommendation that the minimum
number of signatures for initiative and referendum
petitions be increased to 25 percent of the number of
people who participated in the last regular city election,
but no fewer than 3,600. In addition, qualified voters was
changed to eligible voters, meaning voters had to be
eligible (age 18 by the November election, not registered
in order to sign a petition) to vote.
The change and amendment followed a yearlong
review of Iowa City’s Home Rule Charter in 2014-2015.
Continued on next pageWebsite: lwvjc.org

PUBLIC MEASURES
C
Shall the following public
measure be adopted?
o Yes
o No
Amendment – Section
7.03(A) of Article VI (initiative
and Referendum) of the Iowa
City Charter shall be
amended to comply with the
Iowa Code Section 362.4 by:
Replacing the following
language:
A. Number of Signatures.
Initiative and referendum
petitions must be signed by
eligible electors equal in
number to at least twenty five
percent (25%) of the number
of persons who voted in the
last regular city election, but
such signatures of eligible
electors shall be no fewer
than three thousand six
hundred.
with the following language:
A. Number of Signatures.
Initiative and referendum
petitions must be signed by
eligible electors equal in
number to at least 10 percent
(10%) of the number of
persons who voted in the last
regular city election, but such
signatures of eligible electors
shall be no fewer than ten.
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Continued from previous pageHome Rule Charter review / LWVJC involvement
The Iowa City Charter has received five commission reviews. The last Charter review in
Iowa City took place in 2014-2015 when the commission held public hearings to gather
information and concerns from the public. The LWVJC held a public forum on the subject
in the fall 2014.
Following a League review and study, League members have been involved in nearly every
Charter Review since its adoption by the Iowa City Council on Nov. 15, 1973.
Johnson County / Iowa City Voter History*
(*Note: while percentage of voters is going up in presidential elections; general election
participation drops to approximately 20 percent; and city and school election participation
represents less than 10 percent of the voting population.)
JC election officials report on their website:
Year
Registered Voters Percent Voted
Number Voted
Presidential election
2012 - presidential
91,383
83 percent
76,199
2008 - presidential
92,222
79.4 percent
73,231
City election
2015 - IC city election
45,177
15.20 percent
6,865
2013 - IC city election
48,817
22.40 percent
10,936
2011 - IC city election
51,248
13.60 percent
6,968
2009 - IC city election
48,422
9.67percent
4,684
General election election
2010 - general election 92,610
58.15 percent
53,855
2009 - primary election 87,102
10.32 percent
8,985
School election
2009 - IC School election 85,071
6.86 percent
5,836
2016 - special school election66,669
8.64 percent
5,763
The League of Women Voters of Johnson County always encourages all voters to educate
themselves and vote in November.

Website: lwvjc.org
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Please welcome our newest members:
Dena Dillon
Georgiane Perret

Photographs from Recent LWVJC Forums

Forum on City Charter Amendment

Forum on 2nd Congressional District Race

Voter editor is Nancy Lynch nancylynch1941@gmail.com

Website: lwvjc.org

