NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.

The Voter
November 2017

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
From the President

In this Issue:

Be Informed. Seek Solutions. VOTE.
The truism of Tip O’Neill, former Speaker of the House of
Representatives, is beginning to wear thin. Not all politics is local.
National political 1igures, controversies and decisions dominate our
local daily media sources and the policies they embrace can impact our
access to hospitals, schools, safety and much more. As a result it is easier
to know about each draft of a bill inching its way through congressional
halls than it is to know what our local public servants are doing for us
each day, and traditionally many more voters come out to vote in
presidential than in local “off-year” elections. A.D. 2017 USA would be a
perfect year to begin to turn that trend around in Johnson County, Iowa.
First, in all but two communities with upcoming mayoral and/or
council elections, candidates outnumber seats available: in
aggregate, in Coralville, Hills, Iowa City, Lone Tree, North Liberty,
Oxford, Swisher, Tif1in, and University Heights, 49 candidates are
seeking 27 seats. Among these candidates could be future political
leaders at any level, looking at this moment for experience in
running for and holding of1ice at the grass roots level.
Second, there is a wealth of information this year about candidates.
The papers reliably devote column space to each of the
candidates. Local nonpro1its, citizen’s groups and the chambers
of commerce have developed online questionnaires from a
variety of perspectives. Of course, you can always rely on the
LWVJC’s nonpartisan forums (see calendar in this issue) for face-to
-face encounters offering maximum time for citizens’ questions
and their VOTE411.org online voters’ guide for information
about candidates, polling places, bond issues, and more.
Third, local communities will be impacted by the many new laws
passed in the state—and likely eventually in the national—
legislature; and residents will need the best available local
representatives in of&ice to interpret and respond to these laws
while they continue to carry out their unique plans for
developing their own communities.
Our local governments more than any others are “of the people, by
the people, and for the people.” I was reminded of this forcefully on Oct.
17 when the League held a perhaps 1irst-ever (for them or us) Council
Candidate Forum in Lone Tree, Iowa. The seven candidates running for
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four available seats ranged from committed
lifelong to inspired new residents and they
1ielded questions from the townspeople on
topics great and small from 1iscal strategies and
visions to sidewalks, schools and 1ireworks with
equal care and candor. I have no doubt they will
do their best to serve their town.
The League on every level—national, state,
and ours—says these elections are critically
important. Take your friends to the polls!
Syndy M. Conger
President, LWVJC

2018 LWV Appointment Calendar
Please place your order for the 2018 League
Appointment Calendar by emailing Barbara
Haring, at b.haring@mchsi.com , or calling
351.4164. The cost is $7 each (same as last
year), plus a shipping and handling fee.

con1lict arises; Rep. Jacoby will be absent to
attend a STEM meeting in Washington, D.C.
League members are invited to attend. Email
your RSVP to nancy55555@icloud.com
An area restaurant location will be
announced shortly.
Nancy Porter
Advocacy Committee

December Brunch—Saturday, Dec. 2
WHERE: Elks Club, 637 Foster Road, Iowa
City
WHEN: Check in 9:15 a.m.; Brunch 9:30 a.m.
WHO: Dean Borg - 10:15 a.m.
WHAT: Menu (gluten free /vegetarian)
quiche, cinnamon roll, fruit, beverage $20
League members who are interested in
being part of this event’s Committee, please
contact Polly Horton pollyshorton@gmail.com
or 319-621-1685.
Polly Horton
Vice President LWVJC

Barbara Haring

Save the Date - Sunday Speaker Series
Halloween Coffee: Monday, Oct. 30
WHERE: Winans Chocolates & Coffee, 470
First Avenue, Coralville
WHO: All League members invited
TIME: 10 a.m.—noon
WHAT: Coffee mixer for new and not-so-new
members. Join us as we welcome new members
to the League. The coffee is a casual, fun way to
get to know members better and catch up on
the latest League news. Please stop by for coffee
and conversation with League friends. Bring a
friend too. If you plan to attend, please rsvp to
Julie Wittig at j903green1ields@gmail.com
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration Coordinator

Committees (December Brunch, Speaker
Series and Annual Meeting) that are seeking
speakers are working together to coordinate
speaker invitations. Representatives of the
Sunday Speaker Series, December Brunch and
Annual Meeting discussed assembling a
dynamic group of speakers for upcoming
events.
During the 2018 winter months, the Speaker
Series will continue to be held in the afternoon
on the third Sunday at the Iowa City Public
Library: Jan. 21, Feb. 18 and March 18.
Committee members are assembling an
interesting lineup to cover important League
topics. Watch for more information in upcoming
Voters.
Linda Schreiber
Speaker Series

Legislative Luncheon set for Nov. 30
The annual Legislative Luncheon will be
held Thursday, Nov. 30, at noon.
Invited Legislators who have responded and
will attend include Senators Dvorsky, Bolkcom
and Kinney and Representatives Kauffman,
Mascher and Nielsen.
Rep. Lensing will attend unless a business
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Voter Registration
Our Voter Registration team has been really
busy registering voters before local elections
are held Nov. 7. A total of seven voter
registrations were held in October in multiple
locations including:
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Oct. 11—North Liberty Community Library,
4-6 p.m.
Oct. 17—Coralville Ecumenical Food Pantry,
4-6 p.m.
Oct. 23—North Liberty Community Food
Pantry, 10 a.m. - noon
Oct. 23—Broadway Neighborhood Center, 67 p.m.
Oct. 24—Vintage Cooperative, 9a.m. to noon
Oct. 24—Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood
Center, 6-7 p.m.
Oct. 25—North Liberty Community Food
Pantry, 10 a.m. to noon
A summary of our activities will be posted
next month.
Leaguers if you enjoy engaging the public
and meeting other League members, the Voter
Registration Committee is looking for you! We
are planning more events throughout the year
to register voters and educate citizens about the
importance of voting, and a team of volunteers
is always needed. If you would like to join the
committee, please contact me at
j903green1ields@gmail.com.
New members who want to get involved in
League activities, registering voters is a great
way to learn about the League and make a
difference in our community.
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration

CCC Book Club
The Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club is
reading about the modern struggle for voting
rights in America. The book, “Give Us the
Ballot,” by Ari Berman, was named a National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a Notable
Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review and Best Book of the Year by NPR,
Gaylen Wobeter will cover Chapter 3,
Southern Strategy, on Tuesday, Nov. 28, at 7
p.m. at the Coralville Public Library.

Voter Services
Be Informed, Seek Solutions, Vote on Nov. 7!
The 1inal Candidate forum of the season for
three City Council seats in Coralville will be
held Wednesday, Nov. 1, from 6:30—8 p.m., in
Website: www.lwvjc.org

the Jean Schwab Auditorium at the Coralville
Public Library, 1401 Fifth Street.
For your 2018 calendar: Legislative Forums
will be Saturday mornings, 9:30-11:30 a.m. on
Jan. 27, Feb. 24, and March 24.
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services

‘Water Quality: Thinking Local’
Water quality is a problem in Iowa. Our
streams are contaminated with nutrients that
contribute to the formation of the “Dead Zone”
in the Gulf of Mexico, complicate municipal
drinking water treatment, and promote the
growth of toxin-producing blue-green algae. In
2016, the DNR rated 58 percent of tested Iowa
rivers and streams and 57 percent of lakes and
reservoirs as impaired.
Solutions have been hard to identify and
won’t be enacted unless all Iowans work
together. It’s past the time for assessing blame
and playing politics. To this end, the Water
Quality Group of LWVJC hopes to begin a
discussion of the problems affecting our
waterways, methods for minimizing pollution,
remediating existing contamination, and
possibilities for funding these efforts. We hope
to stimulate a civil discussion among
participants from all points of view.
Our 1irst program, “Water Quality: Thinking
Local.” will kick off on Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017,
10:30 a.m., in the Jean Schwab Auditorium at
the Coralville Public Library. We will focus on
local problems and programs already in place
and see how soil conservation is an important
asset in water quality improvement.
Marybeth Stevenson, a Senior
Environmental Specialist at the DNR, working
on the Cedar and Iowa Rivers, will talk about
the problems of water quality in those
watersheds and also about regulation of
waterways by the Clean Water Act and other
legislation.
John Rathbun, Clear Creek Watershed
Coordinator, Johnson & Iowa Counties, Iowa
Johnson County Soil & Water Conservation
District, will talk about his work in the Clear
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Creek Watershed Project including activities in
the upper watershed to reduce 1looding and
improve water quality, as well as, infrastructure
projects in the city of Coralville to protect
commercial and residential property from
1looding.
Steve Berger, a progressive Kalona farmer
who advocates for cover crops, will share his
experience in the strategic use of cover crops to
prevent erosion and decrease excess nutrient
loss to waterways.
A question and discussion period will follow
the presentations. All are welcome.
Nancy Lynch, chair
Water Quality Group

League Issues Brie;ing
Saturday, Oct. 14, was the date the Iowa
LWV Issues forum was held in
Marshalltown. Those attending included seven
JC members. Thank you, to Talor and Jennie for
being our new 1irst-time attendees.
The morning opened with a welcome from
Rep. Mark Smith. He is the minority leader in
the House and represents the Marshalltown
area. Mark was very welcoming and wanted
League members to appreciate the
Marshalltown assets. He was very forthcoming
on his thoughts about the upcoming
session. Mark has the same desires as the
League to promote public education and Iowa
voting rights, justice reforms, mental health
and health insurance, support for minorities
and women, and make sure we have a balanced
budget with an appropriate set aside in funds.
Dawn Williams from the Secretary of State’s
Of1ice presented the technology side of the new
voting law. She showed us a chart that each
voting site will have which will be approved by
the State Attorney’s of1ice. Dawn reminded us
that voting day registration will remain the
same as will online voter registration. The new
IDs will be mailed to about 60,000 people and
the of1ice will keep up with deaths and promote
IDs for those who no longer have a drivers’
license. These are called the I Voter cards. The
of1ice is working with colleges to add an
expiration date to the ID card they

issue. Previously, Dawn served as a county
auditor from Marshalltown and is an articulate
and knowledgeable speaker about Iowa’s
law. City and school elections will be combined,
and Libertarian party will be a choice on the
new voter registration form, but the old
registration forms will be recognized.
Representative Andy McKeen spoke to us by
facetime in the afternoon. He is sponsoring the
new bottle bill and sponsored the current
recycle bill 64 years ago. Andy is going to work
hard across party lines to keep a recycle bill
alive in Iowa. Its success rate of bottle recycling
is 88 percent compared with 30 percent in
other states, and one of the best programs in the
nation. Ten states produce 46 percent of the
recycled material. The drawbacks include the
expense incurred by the distributer and the
contamination issue of having dirty containers
where food is sold.
Iowabottlebill.com and bottlebill.org are two
sites to visit to gain more information. The
LWVIA is excited to work on a potential bill that
actually has a chance of being discussed and
passed in one form or another.
Troy Willard, owner of the Can Shed LLC,
and Matthew McKinney, a lawyer lobbyist, and
David Jones, mayor of Atlantic and former
owner of MCF Redemption, concluded the
afternoon as a panel of informed bottle bill
experts.
Several JC members also serve on the state
Board and remained for a short LWVIA Board
meeting.
Nancy Porter
Advocacy Committee

‘Grow with Iowa’ Leadership Training
On the rainy day of Oct.14, the latest Issues
Brie1ing preparing for the 2018 legislative
session convened. As a new member, I was not
entirely sure what to expect, but was excited for
the opportunity to learn more about how the
League works towards bipartisan goals.
The day started out with an introduction
from LWVIA President Mary Rae Bragg and a
brie1ing from Rep. Mark Smith (D-Marshalltown)
connued on page 5
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Overall, the 2018 LWVIA Issues Brie1ing
was an excellent 1irst event as a new member.
Talor Gray
LWVJC member

Meet a Member - Lee Wood

LWVJC President Syndy Conger (right) and Talor Gray
at the Oct. 14 League Issues Brieﬁng in Marshalltown.
connued from page 4

about the 2018 legislative session. Dawn
Williams, director of Elections from the Iowa
Secretary of State’s of1ice, gave the next
presentation about changes to voter laws.
After an extended and informative Q & A,
we took a break for lunch before video chatting
with Rep. Andy McKean (R-Anamosa)
regarding his views on expanding the Bottle
Bill. Many of Rep. McKean’s ideas were
paralleled in the following Bottle Bill Panel,
which included owner Troy Willard of The Can
Shed LLC, lobbyist Matthew McKinney of
Brown Winick Law Firm, and Mayor David
Jones of Atlantic and former owner of MCF
Redemption.
Rep. McKean and the panel agreed the
Bottle Bill is effective and can have further
positive economic impacts for everyone
involved if the bill were expanded. Examples of
bill expansion included changes in redemption
locations to reduce contamination concerns
from Iowa grocers, increase the deposit price to
improve economic opportunity and increasing
the handling fee.
Karen Person and Jo Ann Finkenbinder
were up next with a review of Criminal &
Juvenile Justice Committee Priorities, and
President Bragg and LWVIA lobbyist Amy
Campbell closed the session with a 2018
priorities discussion.
At the end of the day, I was both exhausted
from information overload and thrilled at the
idea of working alongside everyone in LWVJC.

How would you like
to grow up surrounded
by music and 1lowers?
Lee Wood, a member
of LWVJC for three
years, did just that. Her
father was an
accomplished
gardener, as was his
greenhouse-owning
father, and Lee’s
husband also inherited
gardening talent from
his father, who had a
greenhouse and a 1lower shop. Lee’s mother
was a piano teacher—with a bouquet of 1lowers
always atop her piano—and Lee’s grandfather
was a violinist. Lee doesn’t claim to be a
gardener, but she certainly has the family’s
musical genes. A Wisconsin native, she went to
Oberlin College speci1ically for its famed
Conservatory of Music, where she studied
voice, and she has been singing virtually ever
since.
Lee remained in Oberlin after graduation,
and she and her husband raised their two
daughters there. Continuing her life in music
through the public schools, Lee taught very
young children—K–3—not just the fun of
“singing games” like “Are You Sleeping?” but
classical music too. (Ask her to show you how
she taught her little students to make a map of
the songs they sang, as an introduction to
rhythm and melody!) She and a colleague took
seminars in a pedagogy designed to introduce
these very youngest listeners to the joys of
music, and then taught classes themselves. She
was also an adjunct at the Conservatory of
Music, working with music education majors
during their practicum experience in the public
schools.
Lee was thoroughly immersed in the active
connued on page 6
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life of the Oberlin community, and stayed there
after her husband’s death in 2001. She was an
active member of the League and belonged to a
long-running women’s group that did research
papers for discussion; she found retirement to
be every bit as demanding as full-time work.
A few years ago, as Lee began to
contemplate moving nearer her scattering
family, one of her daughters suggested her own
town—West Branch—where Lee now lives, as
does one of her granddaughters. Another
granddaughter lives in Iowa City, and her other
daughter in Georgia. Both granddaughters have
children, making Lee a great-grandmother!
Lee is already well integrated into her local
community. She often joins a group of West
Branch women who meet for breakfast every
morning at a local coffee shop, and she is a
docent at the Hoover museum. She commutes
regularly to Iowa City, where she sings in the
choir of the UCC Congregational Church, and
comes in early every Sunday morning for
rehearsals. (She suggests we watch for the
special music Sunday coming soon, before the
holidays—everyone is welcome to listen to
glorious music, regardless of theology!) Lee also
knits, and knits, and knits—currently a special
afghan—and an Iowa City knitting shop has
become a major resource for both knowledge
and friendship.
But after Oberlin, Lee was at a loss for a new
League chapter—until, at an LVWJC voterregistration table accompanying a
naturalization ceremony at the Hoover library,
she spied Gaylen Wobeter, then our local
president. This was a match made in, well,
League history, as Lee became a member and is
now a board member. Her major interest in
League is the current study of Iowa’s water
issues, inspired in part by her West Branch
granddaughter’s employment with the Iowa
DNR. She also works on voter registration.
Membership in LWVJC, she says, is an excellent
way to become better informed about and
engaged in the news of the day.
In sum, Lee Wood models the best of League
womanhood for the great-grandkids she
treasures: Living a life 1illed with art and music,
which she has always shared with others, she
Website: www.lwvjc.org

nevertheless campaigns, through League, for a
better world.
Gail Zlatnik
Benson & Hepker
Design created this
logo to celebrate
the League’s 100th
anniversary in 2020.

Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters will celebrate
its 100th birthday in 2020. This is the tenth in a
series of articles about the American suffrage
movement, the amazing suffragists who made
the vote for women happen and the organization
which followed: the League of Women Voters.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

After the Civil War, more women began to
speak out publicly about their right to vote and
to travel the country as lecturers. Susan B.
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the
National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA)
established a speakers bureau to reach
women’s groups and organizations not only to
lecture about the right to vote, but also about
equal rights in general.
Anthony traveled throughout the West and
Midwest for years encouraging women to work
for equal rights in their own states as well as
for a new amendment to the Constitution. At
the end on one year, she wrote in her journal:
“Thus closes 1871, a year of hard work, six
months east, six months west of the Rocky
Mountains; 171 lectures, 13,000 miles of travel;
gross receipts, $4,318; paid on debts, $2,271.
Nothing ahead but to plod on.” Stanton noted
later that her lecture fees paid for her sons’
educations. Six of her seven children were boys!
With the split in the women’s movement,
partly because of their positions on the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth amendments to the
Constitution, the two groups took slightly

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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different routes. The American Woman Suffrage
Association (AWSA) became the more
conservative group and tended to focus on gaining
the vote. NWSA became the more radical and
controversial group wanting not only to amend the
U.S. Constitution, but also to seek reforms aimed at
making women equal members of society. It also
encouraged the more confrontational idea of
voting illegally.
Susan B. Anthony, herself, attempted to vote in
1872 in Rochester, New York. She was arrested,
tried, convicted and paid a $100 1ine. At the same
time, Sojourner Truth appeared at a polling place
in Battle Creek, Michigan, demanding a ballot. She
was turned away.
NWSA was also involved in two unsuccessful
Supreme Court Cases in the 1870s. Bradwell v.
Illinois (1873) denied Myra Bradwell the right to
practice law, restricted women’s rights to engage
in other professions or public pursuits, and
reaf1irmed the distinction between women’s basic
civil rights and their political rights. In Minor v.

Happersett (1875) the Court ruled that although
women were “citizens” and “persons” it did not
guarantee them the privilege of voting.
(League members who have begun planning
for celebrating “A Century of Impact: The
League Story” are Syndy Conger, Jean LloydJones, Polly Horton, Linda Kroon, Linda Meloy,
Gaylen Wobeter and Pat Jensen.)
Pat Jensen

Council Candidate Forums

Above: All ﬁve candidates for the Lone
Tree city council, along with two mayoral
candidates, par4cipated in our Council
Candidate Forum held Oct. 17 in the
Community Center in Lone Tree. Le7:
Jonathan Green and Sandra Flake
(incumbent mayor) are running to
become Mayor of Lone Tree. Syndy
Conger moderated the forum.
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Le7: North Liberty City Council candidates appear
in a Council Candidate Forum on Oct. 25 in the
North Liberty City Hall. Voters will elect two to the
council. Alison Smith moderated. Below: The Iowa
City Council Candidate Forum was held Oct. 26 in
the Iowa City Public Library. Voters will elect two at
-large candidates and one from District B. Simone
Frierson moderated. Bo<om: The Voter Services
Team help out at each League forum. Pictured (le7
to right) are Tess Heeren, Paula Vaughan, Bev
Brink, Simone Frierson and Lee Wood.
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Calendar of Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

Sept. 11 –
Dec. 29, 2017

Library open hours

University of Iowa Library
Gallery, First ﬂoor, north
entrance

25 Collec ons for 25 Years:
Selec ons from the Iowa
Women’s Archives

Tuesday, Oct. 24
United Na4ons Day

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Wednesday, Oct. 25

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 26

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 30

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 30

2 – 3:30 p.m.

North Liberty City
Council Chamber
Iowa City Public Library Mee)ng
Rooms A, B, C
Winans Chocolates & Coﬀees,
470 1st Avenue
Coralville
Home of Pat Jensen,
13 Lakeview Dr., NE Iowa City

CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 2: The
Reconstruc on
Candidate Forum
N. L. City Council
Candidate Forum
Iowa City Council
Halloween Party:
Meet the New
Members!
Century of Impact
(centennial planning group)

Wednesday, Nov. 1

6:30 – 8 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
Schwab Auditorium

Saturday, Nov. 4

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Wikiup Center, Toddville, IA

Tuesday, Nov. 7

All day

Saturday, Nov. 11

10 – 11:30 a.m.

Polling places
Go to VOTE411.org
for details
Coralville Public Library

Monday, Nov. 13
Forum on Medicaid
Managed Care
Tuesday, Nov. 28

2 – 4 pm.

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
Sponsored: JC Task Force on
Aging & JC Case Mgmt
Coralville Public Library

Thursday, Nov. 30

12 – 1:30 p.m.

TBA

Saturday, Dec. 2

9:30 – 11 a.m.

Elks Club, 637 Foster Rd, IC

Tuesday, Jan. 23

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Wednesday, Feb. 14

5 – 7:30 p.m.

Brick Arch Winery
116 W. Main St., West Branch, IA

Wednesday, Feb. 21

TBA

Des Moines State Legislature

Candidate Forum
Coralville
City Council
LWVIA
Board Mee4ng
Elec4on Day 2017

Water Quality: Thinking
Local
Has Iowa MCO
Priva4za4on
Achieved its Goals?
CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 3:
Southern Strategy
League Lunch
with Legislators
LWVJC December
Brunch
CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 4:
Hands That Pick
Co$on
It’s a Celebra4on!
Happy birthday LWV
LWVIA
Capitol Day

December VOTER Deadline:
Monday, Nov. 20, for Nov. 24 distribution.
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