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NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
From the President

In this Issue:

Be Informed. Seek Solutions. VOTE.
Upcoming events give members ample chances to be informed, seek
solutions, and get ready to vote. Here’s a sample “To Do List” for
October through early November.
Meet the candidates: Check out the city council / mayor candidate
forums in your community. See and hear candidates answer citizens’
questions. This year the LWVJC has 3: North Liberty (Wednesday, Oct.
25, 7 – 8:30 p.m. in North Liberty City Council Chamber), Iowa City
(Thursday, Oct. 26, 7 – 8:30 p.m. Iowa City Public Library Rooms A, B,
and C) and Coralville (Wednesday, Nov. 1, 6:30 – 8 p.m. in Coralville
Pubic Library, Schwab Auditorium).
Be informed about issues: Are you concerned about water quality in
our state? Consider going to League sponsored “Water Quality: What’s
Happening in Iowa, and What Could Be Happening?” on Saturday, Nov.
11, 10 – 11:30 a.m. in Coralville Public Library. For more information
about this event, contact nancylynch1941@gmail.com. Are you tracking
developments in voting rights? Come to the Carrie Chapman Catt Book
Club Tuesday, Sept. 26, at 7 p.m., to begin Ari Berman’s Give Us the
Ballot.
Learn more about Iowa history: Come to LWVJC and LWVIA
sponsored “The Iowa Constitution and Its Origins in the Old Capitol”
where University of Iowa Law Professor Todd Pettys will share some of
his recent discoveries (Thursday, Oct. 5, 7 – 9 p.m. in the Old Capitol
Senate Chamber). Or stop by the Iowa Women’s Archives exhibit to
celebrate its 1irst quarter century of existence with “25 Collections for 25
Years” including artifacts from the Nancy Drew collection, women’s
suffrage in Iowa and much more (Sept. 11 – Dec. 29, University of Iowa
Library Gallery).
Seek solutions through local government by joining a city
commission. There are currently openings available in the Historic
Preservation, Telecommunications, and Human Rights Commissions and
the Public Art Advisory Committee. More information and applications
can be found on the city’s website.
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Diana Henry,
henry.diana@mchsi.com
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Seek solutions by running for of1ice and if you need tips before you
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2017 Naturalization Ceremony

do, consider attending the Muscatine League
sponsored 50/50 in 2020 “Step UP! Course:
Train to Run for State Of.ice (Friday, Oct. 24, 11
a.m. – 4 p.m.) You would not be the 1irst League
member to be a candidate!
Last but not least – VOTE on or before the
city election day on Nov. 7. No governments are
more directly responsible for quality of life!
Festivals, recreation centers, schools, streets
and sidewalks, taxes, transportation, parks,
pools, public art and more are all affected by the
decisions made in city councils across the
county. Be sure to make your voice heard.
Syndy M. Conger, President, LWVJC

Halloween Coffee: Monday, Oct. 30
WHERE: Winans Chocolates & Coffee, 470
First Avenue, Coralville
WHO: All League members invited
TIME: 10 a.m.—noon
WHAT: Coffee mixer for new and not-so-new
members. Join us as we welcome new members
to the League. The coffee is a casual, fun way to
get to know members better and catch up on
the latest League news. Please stop by for coffee
and conversation with League friends. Bring a
friend too. If you plan to attend, please rsvp to
Julie Wittig at j903green1ields@gmail.com
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration Coordinator
j903green.ields@gmail.com

On Sept. 15, a group of League volunteers
attended the Naturalization Ceremony at the
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and
Museum in West Branch, and registered new
voters afterward. This is the third year LWVJC
has been invited to attend and participate.
The ceremony was held outside on the east
lawn under warm, sunny skies and was
of1iciated by the U.S. District Court, Northern
District of Iowa. There were 74 candidates for
citizenship from 30 countries around the world.
The League had the pleasure of registering 37
new citizens to vote. It was a joyous occasion
for all the new citizens, their families and
friends and an equally moving experience for
our League volunteers. President Syndy Conger
asked several volunteers what the day meant to
them and here is what they had to say:
“This is the best political thing I've ever done.”
“It just makes me feel warm.”
“Registering voters is a privilege and act, for
me, of patriotism.”
“A once in a lifetime opportunity to be able to
register .irst time voters that are new
citizens. This is what it means to be
American.”
The ceremony will provide lasting memories
to all who were there. Thank you to our team of
volunteers for helping 37 new citizens take the
1irst step to having a voice in how our nation is
governed.
Julie Wittig

Save this Date:
Saturday, December 2, 2017
LWVJC Annual December Brunch
Elks Club, 637 Foster Road, Iowa City
Check in 9:15 a.m.
Brunch 9:30 a.m.
Guest speaker 10:15 a.m.
Menu (gluten free /vegetarian) quiche,
cinnamon roll, fruit, beverage $20
Interested in being part of this event’s
Committee? Contact Polly Horton
pollyshorton@gmail.com or 319-621-1685.

New LWVJC Members
Rebecca Barrett
Jodi Clemens
Margaret Donnelly
Meghann Foster
Talor Gray
Deanne & Ron Mirr
Natalie Veldhouse

Polly Horton
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Le: Hoover
Museum Director
Thomas Schwartz
speaks to the
audience at
President Herbert
Hoover Library on
Sept. 15. Right:
Roll Call of New
Ci(zens.

Wanted: Volunteers for Voter
Registration Committee
If you enjoy registering voters, engaging the
public and meeting other League members, the
Voter Registration Committee is looking for
you! We will be planning more events
throughout the year to register voters and
educate citizens about the importance of voting,
and we always need a team of volunteers.
Please contact Julie Wittig, Voter Registration
Coordinator, (j903green1ields@gmail.com) if
you would like to join the committee. For new
members, registering voters is a great way to
learn more about the work we do in LWV and to
make a difference in your community. Sign up
today!
Julie Wittig

before you vote. Coralville and North Liberty
mayors are running unopposed, and therefore,
will not be included in the forums.
North Liberty: Two city council seats
Forum: Oct. 25, 7-8:30pm, North Liberty City
Council Chambers
Iowa City: Three city council seats (2 AtLarge and 1 District B). For district boundaries
see Johnson County Iowa Auditor’s website.
All voters living in Iowa City are eligible to vote
for At-Large and District B candidates in the
General election.
Forum: Oct. 26, 7-8:30pm, Iowa City Public
Library, rooms A, B, C
Coralville: Three city council seats
Forum: Nov. 1, 6:30-8pm, Coralville Public
Library
Paula Vaughan

VOTE411 School voter turnout

LWVJC President Syndy Conger registers voters on Sept.
26, Na(onal Voter Registra(on Day.

Voter Services
Be Informed, Seek Solutions, Vote on Nov. 7!
LWVJC Forums provide an opportunity for
you to know your local city council candidates
Website: www.lwvjc.org

In 2016, the League of Women Voters of
Johnson County established a new website
dedicated to giving voters detailed information
on the local elections, including the recent
school board and upcoming city council
elections.
The website, named VOTE411.org, provides
biographical information about local
candidates, along with their responses to three
key questions on issues in the school districts
and community. The website offers important
objective and consistent information for voters.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County

connued on page 4
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September 12 School Elec(on
Registered
Voters
Iowa City
72,924

Total
Voters
16,700

Voter
Turnout
22.90%

VOTE411
Visits
158

VOTE411
New Users
123

Clear Creek Amana

8,752

1,744

19.93%

18

14

Solon
Lone Tree

4,953
1,470

49
64

10.05%
4.35%

41
0

32
0

Countywide Total

88,099

19,006

21.57%

217

169

connued from page 3

(Note: An analytic of the 2017 School
Election appears above.)
Watch for information about the Nov. 7
countywide City Council elections.
The VOTE411.org committee includes
Syndy Conger, President, Cathy Eisenhofer.
chair, Polly Horton, Patty McCarthy, Nancy
Porter, Linda Schreiber, Dhuha Tawil and Paula
Vaughn.
Cathy Eisenhofer

2018 LWV Appointment Calendar
Please place your order for the 2018 League
Appointment Calendar by emailing Barbara
Haring, at b.haring@mchsi.com , or calling
351.4164. The cost is $7 each (same as last
year), plus a shipping and handling fee.
Barbara Haring

Member Pro:ile
Cathy Eisenhofer
LWVJC’s Board member Cathy
Eisenhofer is, like the Vote411 website she
contributes to, a dynamic bundle of information
in a small space! Almost qualifying as a native
Iowan—she is from Illinois, but has lived in
Iowa City since graduating from the University
of Iowa—Cathy raised her two daughters here,
had lengthy careers at both the City of Iowa City
and Pearson, and now 1inds plenty to do locally
in a retirement that she “loves.” Daughter
Josephine’s family, husband Kevin, Liam, 10,
and Finnegan, 9, live in Ankeny. Daughter

Katrina’s family, husband Jeff, and Sydney, 10
months, live in Cedar Rapids. Having
grandchildren and family nearby is a kind of
busy that Cathy enjoys in retirement.
She grew up in a political involved family
with her father as county precinct
committeeman, mother the election judge and
oldest brother who ran and served as a delegate
to the 1970 Illinois constitutional convention.
Cathy enjoys League membership that has
created a greater political awareness, new
opportunities for involvement and friends.
Asking Cathy what her working life entailed
gets the answer “shopping!” She is not,
however, referring to new Manolos or a bigger
TV—as Purchasing Manager for the City of Iowa
City, she facilitated the buying of buses, 1ire
trucks, police cars, and all things City, ranging
from of1ice supplies to all supplies for the water
and wastewater plants, police, 1ire,
transportation, streets, parking, cemetery,
library, parks and recreation. After 25 years in
government, she left with the belief that “Iowa
City has operated effectively with the Home
Rule Charter adopted by the voters of the city in
1973. City Council/mayor/city manager – form
of government.” The LWVJC was in1luential in
the original charter review process.
Cathy went to NCS, which was bought by
Pearson a year after she began work there. As
director of purchasing she “shopped,” once
again, this time for primarily technology-related
items and printed educational testing
products.”
Sept. 11, 2001, [9-11] has a special meaning
for Cathy. Following that tragic day, NCS
connued on page 5
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Government division was awarded the
subcontract to establish the hardware/
software setup for the TSA airport locations.
Working with the federal government and Dell
Computer, the Feds shut down normal
computer/server production at Dell and
constructed Transportation Security
Administration locations rapidly.
Between her tasks inside and outside her
home, Cathy also earned an MBA from St.
Ambrose, attending night classes. That business
knowledge, plus her experience and her many
contacts across public and private worlds of
employment, taught Cathy how to make things
work.
In the League, Cathy sees herself not as an
of1icer, but as a mentor, project organizer and
manager. She has collected, for example, a team
with wide-ranging expertise to collaborate with
her on the local contribution to the national
League’s Vote411.org project. This website,
Cathy explains, is the source for information on
elections and election-related events like
debates and forums. Setting it up for any given
local election requires team-generated
questions that are submitted to candidates, and
their replies become available to all on the
website, which is linked for us in Johnson
County due to a collaborative effort with our
auditor’s of1ice/website. (Go to Vote411.org or
Johnson-county.com/voter and click on
Elections, which produces a page with a
prominent Vote411 link).
Voters in our recent school board election
had a convenient way to compare the
responses of each candidate to a series of
thoughtful questions. Our next election is Nov.
7 for city council, and Cathy’s team is preparing
the website—and us—with good information.
Cathy has chaired the last three years of
LWVJC Fall Receptions held in August. What a
great opportunity to network with members,
local of1icials and guests. Attendance has
doubled and membership grown so I’d say this
quali1ies as a successful event.

obviously hasn’t heard of resting on one’s
laurels. In addition to her League action, she
starts her days at 6 a.m. at the gym kick boxing
to stay in shape followed by coffee and the
Press Citizen. Networking with many groups of
people in retirement is so important. She cochairs a local hiking group called “Iowa Walk
and Wine,” a group of people who hike in the
beautiful Iowa state parks with a reward at the
end of setting up a table with tapas and a glass
of wine. Interest in hiking started when she
visited the Las Vegas hiking group and hiking
has opened-up parks and friends in Ariz., Calif.,
Nev., Pa. and Australia. An Aussie Vegas winter
hiker provided a day in a Sydney, Australia,
national park during her 2015 trip to Australia
and New Zealand.
She is also part of “WOW,” or “Women of
Wealth,” a group with diverse backgrounds
who pool their smarts and analyses to make
stock market choices. Everyone should know
how to analyze stocks she said. Attending an
annual stockholder meeting for Berkshire
Hathaway in Omaha , Neb., was such a treat.
Hearing Warren Buffett and Charlie Munger
speak provides a 1inancial education of a
lifetime.
Vote411.org won’t help you choose wine or
stocks, but with Cathy’s targeted expertise and
knowledge, it may help you choose our next
leaders!
Gail Zlatnik

‘Grow with Iowa’ Leadership Training
I have been a member of LWVJC since May
2016, and I was so pleased to attend the “Grow
with Iowa” Leadership Training event (held
Sept. 9).
As a relatively new League member, the
Grow with Iowa event provided insight into the
history, processes, and identity of the League of
Women Voters. Presenters focused on
maintaining the traditions of the LWV, while
continuously seeking opportunities to innovate.
The Grow with Me event stayed true to the
League’s grassroots principles, and all

Now three years into retirement, Cathy
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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attendees were treated as partners in carrying
out the League’s mission.
The presenters throughout the day covered
a range of topics, from big ideas and strategic
direction to local application. Speci1ically, we
discussed guidance for two fundamental
principles of the League: 1) inclusion and 2)
nonpartisanship. The environment of openness
allowed discussions which were uniquely
candid and productive. We addressed
shortcomings in dissemination and outreach
head-on and were able to be creative in
generating new ways to engage, inform,
empower and activate a democratic citizenry.
As discussions about upcoming plans took
place, I recognized that maintaining a
nonpartisan role is one of the organization’s
greatest assets. The League’s focus on
credibility and sustainability reinforces its
identity as a highly principled and effective
organization.
The call to action for the day involved
developing responses to Secretary of State Paul
Pate regarding a proposed change to the Iowa
code speci1ic to voter registration drives. The
League submitted a collective letter to voice its
opposition to the proposed revisions that
directly impact one of the League’s core
missions of registering voters. In addition, the
League will stand tall at the Oct.16 hearing to
show our legislators that registration drives
cannot be quietly dismantled.
I learned so much about the League and
democracy at the event, but the best part of the
day was enjoying fellowship with other LWV
members, particularly the LWVJC carpool with
Polly, Gaylen, Syndy and Lee.
My main takeaway from the day was to
“keep planting seeds, even though some take a
long time to germinate.”
Tessa Heeren

movement, the amazing suffragists who made
the vote for women happen and the organization
which followed: the League of Women Voters.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

American suffrage efforts picked up
following the Civil War when suffragists, who
were also abolitionists, again turned to the
challenge of gaining the vote. In 1868, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony had a
falling out with Horace Greely, a long-time ally
and editor of the New York Tribune, and so
began their own weekly women’s rights
newspaper, The Revolution.
The Revolution, although it had a small
circulation, greatly in1luenced the movement.
Carrying the motto, “Men, their rights and
nothing more; Women, their rights and nothing
less,” it became the voice of the National
Woman Suffrage Association, the organization
the two women had formed. The newspaper
dealt with issues not addressed by mainstream
publications—issues like domestic violence,
divorce, sex education, prostitution and
reproductive rights. It attracted working-class
women by writing about unionization and
discrimination against women workers.
While the newspaper had a short lifespan—
it was published only from January 1868 to
February 1872—it was important in presenting
the National Woman Suffrage Association’s goal
of achieving the vote through the process of
amending the U.S. Constitution. It provided
Stanton and Anthony the forum to express their
ideas for moving the women’s rights issues
forward. A difference had developed within the
women’s rights movement at that time, with
Lucy Stone, Elizabeth Blackwell and Julia Ward
Howe forming the American Woman Suffrage
Association. They believed in the goal of
achieving suffrage state by state.
Meanwhile, in 1869 the territory of
Wyoming became the 1irst to grant unrestricted
connued on page 7

Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters will celebrate
its 100th birthday in 2020. This is the ninth in a
series of articles about the American suffrage
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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suffrage to women. The following year, 1870, Utah
territory enfranchised women.
During this period the fourteenth and 1ifteenth
amendments to the U.S. Constitution were passed,
introducing the words “male” and “race,” but not
“sex” into the Constitution. Amendment XIV
providing “due process” and “equal protection of
the laws,” begins in Section 1 with “All persons
born or naturalized in the United States . . . are
citizens of the United States . . .” However, Section 2
then refers to “male inhabitants . . . being twentyone years of age.” Amendment XV says, “The right
of citizens of the Unites States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or any state
on account of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.” The Fourteenth Amendment was
passed in 1868, the Fifteenth in 1870.
(League members who have begun planning for
celebrating “A Century of Impact: The League
Story” are Syndy Conger, Jean Lloyd-Jones, Polly
Horton, Linda Kroon, Linda Meloy, Gaylen Wobeter,
and Pat Jensen.)
Pat Jensen

LWVJC introduces University Club Newcomers to the League’s
history, voter services, and ac(vi(es. Pictured (le to right) Lee
Wood, Pat Jensen, Julie Wi6g, Gaylen Wobeter, Syndy Conger
and Pat Peterson, President of the University of Iowa
Newcomers.

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Simone Frierson is pictured with newly naturalized
ci(zens following the ceremony in West Branch on
Sept. 15.

League member Helen Dailey (center) registers new
ci(zens in West Branch on Sept. 15.

Volunteers at Naturaliza(on Ceremony on Sept. 15
include (le to right) Dena Dillon, Rebecca Barre:,
Simone Frierson, Roxanne Hughes, Lee Wood, Jodi
Clemens, Julie Wi6g, Linda Carrillo, Syndy Conger, Sue
Dvorsky and Helen Dailey.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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You won’t want to miss this opportunity
to hear University of Iowa Prof. Todd Pettys
address “The Iowa State Constitution: A
Reference Guide” on Oct. 5 in the Old Capitol
Senate Chamber. He tells the story the Iowa
Constitution takes on a journey through some of
the most important transitions in American legal
and political history from the twilight years of
Jacksonian democracy to the rise of the
Republican party, an era of textually proclaimed
legal equality, and from skepticism about banks
and paper money to a reliance on national
currency. Of course, Iowa’s constitutional story
is also rooted in the particularities of Iowa itself,
beginning with Iowans’ early geographic
ambitions and the political commitments of the
state’s 1irst generation of leaders.
Prof. Pettys holds the H. Blair and Joan V.
White Chair in Civil Litigation at the University
of Iowa College of Law. He joined the law faculty
in 1999.

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Pettys received his BA from Seattle Paci1ic
University in 1988. After working for a few years
as a writer for Duke University’s Capital Campaign for the Arts & Sciences, he enrolled at the
University of North Carolina School of Law. He
graduated with his JD in 1995 and moved to
Baltimore, Maryland, to serve as a law clerk for
Judge Francis Murnaghan, Jr., of the United States
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. After his
clerkship, he entered private practice. From 1996
to 1999, he worked in the general litigation
department of Perkins Cole, LLP in Seattle,
Washington.
Prof. Pettys’ courses include constitutional
law, federal courts and a seminar on pending
Supreme Court cases.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Calendar of Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

Sept. 11 –
Dec. 29, 2017

Whenever the library
is open

U of Iowa Library Gallery, 1st
ﬂoor, north entrance

25 Collec ons for 25 Years: Selecons from the Iowa Women’s
Archives

Tuesday, Sept. 26

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Various Johnson County loca)ons

Tuesday, Sept. 26

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Thursday, Oct. 5
LWVJC and LWVIA sponsored event

7 – 9 p.m.

Old Capitol Senate Chamber, University of Iowa

Na(onal Voter
Registra(on Day
CCC Book Club to
begin Ari Berman,
Give Us the Ballot
Todd Pe:ys: “The Iowa Cons(tu(on & Its Origins in the
Old Capitol”

Thursday, Oct. 12

5:30 – 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 14

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 16

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Club Moeller, 445 Breconshire
Drive, Coralville
Marshalltown CC
370 S. Center St.
Marshalltown, IA
ICPL Mee)ng Room E

Friday, Oct. 20
Sponsored by LWV Musca(ne, IA
Tuesday, Oct. 24
United Na(ons Day
Wednesday, Oct. 25

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
$30 registra)on fee

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 26

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 30

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 1

6:30 – 8 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 4

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 7

7 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 11

10 – 11:30 a.m.

Polling places
Visit VOTE411.org
for loca(ons, candidates
Coralville Public Library

Saturday, Dec. 2

9:30 – 11 a.m.

Elks Club, 637 Foster Rd, IC

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Rendezvous
3127 Lucas St
Musca)ne, IA 52761
Coralville Public Library
North Liberty City
Council Chamber
Iowa City Public Library Mee)ng
Rooms A, B, C
Winans Chocolates & Coﬀees,
470 1st Avenue
Coralville
Coralville Public Library
Schwab Auditorium
Wikiup Center, Toddville, IA

Making Connec(ons
Todd Pe:ys, Q & A
LWVIA
Issues Brieﬁng
LWVJC
Board Mee(ng
Step Up! Course
Train to Run for
State Oﬃce ($50)
CCC Book Club
Give Us the Ballot
North Liberty Council Candidate
Forum
Iowa City Council Candidate Forum
Halloween Party:
Meet the New
Members!
Coralville Council Candidate Forum
LWVIA
Board Mee(ng
Elec(on Day 2017

Water Quality Event What’s Happening
In Iowa, and What
Could Be Happening
LWVJC December
Brunch

October VOTER Deadline:
Monday, Oct. 23, for Oct. 27 distribution.
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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