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In this Issue:

Be Informed. Seek Solutions. VOTE.
If you are like most humans, the current political climate has caused
you some excess anxiety or tension. Recent research shows that the
majority of Americans are stressed about the future of our nation.
Huf2ington Post examined stress research and rated the effectiveness of
advice on when dealing with tough times.
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Board of Directors - FY2018

VOTE is No. 3 on list and that is our prime mission! As President
Syndy Conger wrote last month, “our local governments more than any
others are ‘of the people, by the people, and for the people.’”
Do you know that the League of Women Voters of Johnson County,
Iowa will continue to sponsor Legislative forums (what’s happening in
the Iowa Legislature) and candidate
forums (who is running for elected of2ice
and what are their positions) and issue
forums (what is the question?).
So, in the meantime before the Iowa
Legislature convenes, join us for a relaxed
morning brunch featuring veteran Iowa
journalist Dean Borg as speaker on his
favorite topic.
Our annual Holiday Brunch will be held
Saturday, Dec. 2, at the Elks Club, 637
Foster Road, Iowa City.
Dean is one of the most beloved
journalists in Iowa. He spent 45 years asking questions of presidential
candidates, governors, senators and other public of2icials on his weekly
program Iowa Press. The weekly public affairs program premiered in
1971 on Iowa Public Television with Dean as host. The new show was
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operated out of a classroom at Des Moines Tech
High School. Cables were strung out the window
to a mobile TV truck in the parking lot.
Dean joined Iowa Public Radio as an Iowa
City-based correspondent. He had a long news
career at WOI Radio when he was a student at
Iowa State University. In Cedar Rapids, he led a
32-person news, sports, weather and farm radio
and television staff for WMT (now KGAN, a CBS
af2iliated-television station). He’s covered the
Iowa General Assembly, new and documentary
reports from South Vietnam and the Paris Peace
Talks, moderating nationally televised
presidential candidate debates and
interviewing every president since John F.
Kennedy.
In February 2017, he retired, but he didn’t
close his reporters notebook or turn off his
computer. You’ll hear his familiar voice from
time-to-time on IPR.
Registration begins at 9:15 a.m. Brunch—
Quiche - (gluten free and vegetarian), cinnamon
roll, fruit, fresh-brewed coffee will be served at
9:30 a.m. The cost is $20. Cash, check or credit
card will be accepted at the door.
Polly Horton
Vice President, LWVJC

Nancy Porter
Advocacy Committee

Making Connections to meet Dec. 14
Come celebrate the Holidays with the
League by learning how to take action to
promote our priorities.
What: Making Connections meeting
When: Thursday, Dec. 14
Where: Club Moeller, 445 Breconshire Lane,
Coralville
Time: 5 – 7 p.m., the 2irst half hour is social time
What: Working on Taking Action to Promote
League Priorities
Who: Nancy Porter, Advocacy Chair, Tessa
Herren and Gaylen Wobeter, Grow Me Chairs
Please Bring: Something to write with and a
hard surface to write on.
The purpose of this meeting is to empower
League members to take action through
thoughtful, deliberate and educated
engagement. We know people joined the
League because they want to make a difference
in our democracy. Come help us take action!

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club

League Briefs
Legislative Luncheon set for Nov. 30
The League Legislative Lunch will be held
Thursday, November 30, noon to 1:30 p.m. at
VESTA, 849 Quarry Rd # 100, Coralville.
Legislators, Senators Joe Bolkcom, Robert
Dvorsky, and Kevin Kinney, and
Representatives David Jacoby, Bob Kaufmann,
Vicki Lensing, Mary Mascher and Amy Nielsen
have been invited as our guests. (Rep. Jacoby
will be in D.C.; Rep. Lensing will attend if work
permits.)
There is no need to RSVP if you have already
done so (Nancy55555@icloud.com) unless your
plans change.
Lunch includes: Two soups, salad and
bread. Drinks are the responsibility of League
members. League members are asked for a $10
donation to defray costs. Please arrive early to
Website: www.lwvjc.org

place your drink order.
Parking is available in the parking garage
near the Marriott.
We look forward to seeing everyone.

CCC Book Club is on break in December and will
resume Jan. 23. (We do meet Nov. 28.)
League members are reading about the
modern struggle for voting rights in America.
The book, “Give Us the Ballot,” by Ari Berman,
was named a National Book Critics Circle Award
Finalist, a Notable Book of the Year by The New
York Times Book Review and Best Book of the
Year by NPR. Syndy Conger will cover Chapter
4, Hands that Pick Cotton, on Tuesday, Jan. 23,
at 7 p.m. at the Coralville Public Library

Sunday Speaker Series
The Iowa City Public Library is the location
of the 2018 Sunday Speaker Series. Jan. 21 will
feature Dawn Williams, Secretary of State
Election Director. She will address Voting Rights
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and Registration. The Feb. 18 speaker is Troy
Willard, owner and CEO of the Can Shed. He
will speak about Iowa’s Bottle Bill. March 18
will feature a panel discussion about local
housing issues with Casey Cook, Cook Appraisal
and author of a biennial apartment study, and
Crissy Canganelli, Shelter House Executive
Director.
Linda Schreiber
Speaker Series

Voter Registration
During the fall, the voter registration team
led an aggressive campaign to register voters
before the Nov. 7 City Election. September and
October were busy months registering 124
voters in September and 29 in October. Events
in September included the Naturalization
Ceremony at West Branch at the Herbert
Hoover Presidential Library and Museum and
National Voter Registration Day with sites set
up in 2ive locations throughout the community.
In October seven events were held in multiple
locations including North Liberty Community
Library, North Liberty Community Pantry,
Coralville Ecumenical Food Pantry, Vintage
Cooperative (senior housing community),
Broadway Neighborhood Center and Pheasant
Ridge Neighborhood Center. At the
neighborhood centers, the League partnered
with the IC Human Rights Commission to
participate in the center's English language
learner program BRIDGES (Bringing Refugees
and Immigrants Diverse Guided English
Services) and presented a program on the
importance of voting and civic engagement in
our community.
The League registered 227 voters in 2017.
This year's accomplishments could not have
been achieved without the help of so many
League members volunteering their time to get
the job done. Thank you all for participating in
this important League work. You made a
difference in your community by empowering
227 citizens to have a voice at the polls.
Next year we will continue to engage high
school and college students, senior citizens, the
disabled community, neighborhood centers, the
food pantries, etc., about the new voter ID
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Broadway Neighborhood Center, Oct. 23 with Simone Frierson,
Eliza Willis and Julie Wi"g out registering voters

requirements, along with the importance of
voting and civic engagement. I look forward to
us working together as we face new challenges
and opportunities to register voters and curb
voter apathy.
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration

Voter Services
Be Informed, Seek Solutions, Vote on Nov. 7!
Please mark your calendars for the 2018
Legislative Forums sponsored by League of
Women Voters of Johnson County. Events will
be Saturday mornings, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. All state
legislators representing districts in our area will
be invited to update us about current topics and
to respond to questions from audience
members. Co-sponsors will highlight their
concerns and provide snacks and
coffee. Forums are free and open to the public.
Note the date change for the March
forum.
Jan. 27— Education Focus, Iowa City Public
Library, rooms A,B,C
Feb. 24 — Environmental Topics, Coralville
Public Library, rooms A,B
March 17— Labor, Services, Housing Issues,
South Slope Community Center, North Liberty
April — TBA depending on Legislative schedule
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VOTE411 results are in
VOTE411 has reached a new milestone in
our second year of use. Information about
elections in 11cities with 61 candidates was
loaded to the site. Voter turnout in most cities
improved.
Our learning curve continues to grow as
does our reach. All Johnson County
communities experiencing elections were
included on VOTE411. Kudos and thank you to
our ef2icient League VOTE411 team who posted
information online for Johnson County voters.
Cathy Eisenhofer
VOTE 411

New LWVJC Members
Colette Brodersen

National disunity
compromises security
Jean Lloyd-Jones gave the following speech at the
Iowa City Human Rights Breakfast on Oct. 27.
For the second time in my life I am president
of the Johnson County chapter of the United
Nations Association. The 2irst time was in the
1960’s. The UN was very young – it had 51
members. And there was a lot of opposition
warning the UN could become a world
government and take away our national
sovereignty.
Board members raised enough funds to buy
a room in a refugee shelter in Austria. The UN
Website: www.lwvjc.org

was trying to 2ind homes for 200,000 refugees –
that sounded like an astronomical number in
1963; we believed our modest contribution
would help solve the problem.
Oct. 24 was
UN Day. It’s 72 years old, has 193 member
nations, and so far has not usurped the
sovereignty of a single nation. Today, the UN
must deal with more than 22 million refugees
and another 40 million people who have been
forcibly removed from their communities. UN
member nations carry out peacekeeping, health,
education, clean energy and other sustainable
development programs. Its Universal
Declaration of Human Rights is the gold
standard, although it’s beyond the reach of most
inhabitants of our planet.
When my 15-year-old grandson took up
rowing, I read “The Boys in the Boat” by David
James Brown. The true story explores how, in
the depths of the Depression, nine young men,
sons of loggers, shipyard workers and farmers,
joined the University of Washington rowing
team, defeated elite schools on both coasts, and
against all odds, made it to the 1936 Olympics
in Berlin, and won the gold.
The boys were physically strong. But it took
them time to develop trust and respect to
enable them to work as a team. They didn’t give
up their individuality, but they did have to
discipline themselves to pull together for their
common goal. When they reached a point when
all eight oars entered the water at the same
precise instant and came out of the water at the
same precise instant, they experienced a sense
of euphoria. The rowing got easier, and they
began to win races. They had “found their
‘swing.’”
The story makes a compelling metaphor for
the perilous waters we 2ind ourselves in today.
The boat represents the USA, and we are the
boys—a motley crew from all over the world,
rugged individuals who don’t like to be told
what to do. The perilous waters denote the
extreme partisanship that fuels the frustration
and dysfunction of our governing institutions at
all levels. Neither political party has been able
to articulate a goal that a majority of the
population can support. Both parties struggle to
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2ind their center. Disappointed voters refuse to
talk to old friends if they voted the “wrong
way” in the last election. Former classmates unfriend each other on Facebook, and the media
obsesses about the most recent Tweet. We beat
the water with our oars, but our boat does not
move forward.
Con2lict Resolution should be taught in
every public and private school, and all state
legislators and members of Congress should
take night classes. Mary Parker Follett, born in
Massachusetts in 1868, invented con2lict
resolution. A management guru of her day, she
got parties in a union dispute – higher wages vs
higher pro2its – to realize they had something
in common: both had a vested interest in the
company’s survival. With that goal in mind,
they were able to reach a solution better than
what either had asked for in the beginning.
We all need goals. The Old Testament
prophet Isaiah said, “Without a vision, the
people perish.” 21st century goals don’t
magically appear. The UN Secretary General
may have the best goals the world has ever
known,; unless the member nations sign onto
them, they’re dead in the water.
If our nation is to thrive, we must 2ind a
vision a majority of us can embrace. And if we
are to accomplish that future, we must pull
together for the common good; we must 2ind
our “swing.”
We must all 2ind our swing. People in our
community and in our country. People who
respect the rights of others, and who believe
our survival as a human race depends on
cooperation and mutual support rather than
confrontation, domination and destruction.
Start by talking with someone you do not
agree with politically. Set ground-rules: No
blaming or name-calling. No interrupting while
the other person speaks. Take turns making
your points; accurately repeating what you
heard, until each of you is convinced that your
thoughts have been understood.
Exercise self-control. Try saying, “You
support that because?” “How do you see that
implemented?” “What would that look like?”
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Discipline yourself to be patient. If you can 2ind
common ground, examine it, see if it can be
expanded. This is how trust is built. It is hard
work, but it gets easier, the more you practice.
You’ll 2ind lots of folks want to be heard, and
they’ll be grateful to you for listening.
Roger Fisher’s 1981 book: “Getting to Yes:
Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In” is
relevant today. The more people who
understand the basic skills of principled
negotiation and mediation, the better the
outcomes will be. You don’t give up power
when you acknowledge legitimate concerns of
those with whom you disagree, or when you
mutually explore other options. You give up
your power when you cut off communication.
Like the boys in the boat, we’re all in this
together. We’re not going to win any races,
much less gold medals, by whacking each other
with our oars. We need discipline to engage in
meaningful discussion about our future. Let’s
2ind our human rights “swing” while we still
have time.
Jean Lloyd-Jones

Meet a Member
Meet a member is on a holiday break. Watch for
our return in January.
Gail Zlatnik

Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
The committee planning for the League of
Women Voters 100th birthday in 2020 is on a
holiday break. Articles about the American
suffrage movement, the amazing suffragists
who made the vote for women happen and the
organization that followed will resume in
January. League members who have begun
planning for celebrating “A Century of Impact:
The League Story” are Syndy Conger, Jean Lloyd
-Jones, Linda Kroon, Linda Meloy, Shiela Slocum,
Gaylen Wobeter and Pat Jensen.
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Tiﬃn Council Candidate Forum at City Hall on Nov. 2. Pictured (le) to right) are Linda Levey, League moderator, James Bartels
(incumbent), Royce Phillips, Joan Kahler (incumbent), and Eric Schnedler and Al Havens (incumbent).

ABOVE: LWVJC Water Quality
Study Commi3ee, chaired by
Nancy Lynch, hosted a panel
discussion, “Water Quality:
Thinking Local,” on Nov. 11.
LEFT: Panelists included (le)
to right) John Rathbun, Clear
Creek Watershed Coordinator
in Johnson and Iowa Coun9es
for Johnson County Soil &
Water Conserva9on District,
Nancy Lynch, Marybeth Stevenson, a DNR senior environmental specialist, and
Steve Berger, a progressive
Kalona farmer.
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Calendar of Events
DATE

TIME

LOCATION

PROGRAM

Sept. 11 –
Dec. 29, 2017

When the University of
Iowa Main Library is open

UI Library Gallery, 1st 2loor,
north entrance

25 Collections for 25
Years: Selections from the
Iowa Women’s Archives

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 3:
Southern Strategy

Thursday, Nov. 30, 2017
$10 per League member

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Vesta, 849 Quarry Rd #100,
Coralville

League Lunch
with Legislators

Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017
$20 per guest
Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017

9:30 – 11 a.m.

Elks Club, 637 Foster Rd, IC

5 – 6:30 p.m.

Club Moeller, 445 Breconshire
Lane, Coralville

LWVJC December
Brunch
Making Connections:
Advocacy

Monday, Dec. 18, 2017

12 – 1:30 p.m.

ICPL Meeting Room D

Monday, Jan. 8, 2018

Des Moines, Iowa

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Iowa City Public Library

Wednesday, Feb. 14,
2018

5 – 7:30 p.m.

Brick Arch Winery
116 W. Main St., West Branch

Wednesday, Feb. 21,
2018
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018

TBA

Des Moines State Legislature

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Coralville Public Library

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

South Slope Community Center,
980 N. Front St., North Liberty

Saturday, March 17,
2018

LWVJC
Board Meeting
First day of 2018 Iowa
Legislative Session
CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 4:
Hands That Pick Cotton
LWVJC Legislative
Forum: Education
It’s a Party!
Happy birthday to the
LWV & LWVJC
LWVIA Capitol Day
LWVJC Legislative
Forum: Environment
LWVJC Legislative Forum
Labor, Services, Housing

January VOTER Deadline:
Monday, Dec. 22, for Dec. 29 distribution.
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