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In this Issue:

Be Informed. Seek Solutions. VOTE.
In January 2018 Voter Services are already planned and underway.
Our local VOTE411.org team is evaluating their 2017 expansion of
election coverage from three to 11 communities for congressional,
legislative, county, city, and school board elections in preparation for the
new 2018 election cycle. Voter Registration training has begun for our
high school voter education
campaign. Members of our
local League are also working
with the state League to design
an eye-catching, informationJulie Wig leads Voter Registraon training.
packed pocket-sized card for
all Iowa Leagues to distribute with vital information about the new Voter
ID law now in effect. The Iowa Director of Elections Dawn Williams, the
2irst speaker in our Speakers Series on Jan. 21, reviewed the central
points of the new law and then outlined the plans at the Secretary of
State’s of2ice to prepare the voters for changes. Saturday, Jan. 27, is the
date of our 2irst Legislative Forum at the Iowa City Public Library with a
focus on education.
With voter education much on my mind, as I read the Sunday Gazette
I was suddenly struck by how much the LWVs and newspapers have in
common. It was syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts Jr.’s article in the
Jan. 21, 2018, Gazette (5D) that brought the insight home: “Our
responsibility,” he noted, “is to provide information.” He then recalled the
motto of the Scripps Company that “started life as a newspaper
publisher,”: “Give light, and the people will 2ind their way.” It was an
“aha” moment, reinforced when I read the Gazette’s explanation (2A) in
the same issue of the need to adopt a digital users’ “subscription model”
to supplement subscriptions of their print subscribers: “We spend a
signi'icant amount of money to cover things that other outlets don’t cover.
We have exhaustive coverage of elections. We take the time to understand
and research complex issues that otherwise would go unresearched. We
delve deeply into stories that have local or regional impact.”
This explanation captures both the shared mission and a critical
difference between LWVs and newspapers. Nonpro2it LWVs rely on
volunteers to gather information and share it with the public, and they
provide venues for citizens and local representatives to converse, but
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they are not obligated to provide information
about all the issues reported in the daily news.
Newspapers, however, have to make enough
money to afford the ever-rising costs of
producing print and online products and a
suf2icient number of journalists to do the
research they value.
The Iowa City area has access to four local
print (and online) papers: The Daily Iowan, The
Gazette, the Iowa City Press Citizen and Little
Village. Support them with your letters and
your dollars while they “navigate change” in
the uncharted waters of transition so they can
continue to provide their communities—and
the League— with the information they need to
successfully navigate their lives.
Syndy Conger
President, LWVJC

League Briefs—It’s a Party!
Planning for the Leagues’ 98th Birthday
Party is underway. Activities will be held in the
Brick Arch Winery, 16 W. Main St., West Branch,
on Feb. 14, the day the League was launched.
The party starts at 5 p.m. You are all invited. A
cash bar and refreshments will be available. A
$10 donation is appreciated to defray costs.
Let’s make the celebration special. Bring
your spouse and/or friends and help celebrate
the League! Please RSVP by Feb. 9 to
jclwvoters@gmail.com
Lee Wood
Party Committee

Welcome New LWVJC Members
Caroline Sheerin
Janice Weiner
Colette Brodersen
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Interested in Tackling a New Issue?
It’s called Program Planning
Join League colleagues on Saturday, Feb. 3,
at 1:30 p.m. at the Coralville Public Library
(Schwab) to discuss what “new” issue you
would like League to study in the next year or
two. Is there a local issue we need to look into?
How about something at the national level?
Anything on your mind there?
Each year we have the opportunity to look
into a new issue locally (city/county) that is of
concern. Every other year we take a look at
either national or state issues and determine if
we want to study a current or evolving issue.
This is the year to address national (or
international) issues.
Participants in program planning will send
any ideas on to the appropriate board (local
board for local issues, national board for
national/international issues). The board(s)
will review ideas, discuss and then recommend
or not the adoption of a study of the issue to the
League membership. Any issue/items
recommended by the appropriate board will be
voted on at the Annual Meeting or National
LWV Convention this year.
And, voila!, if those participating at the
Annual Meeting or LWVUS Convention vote to
study, our work for the next year or two has
been determined!
Plan to participate and make your voice
heard!
Pat Jensen

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
CCC Book Club will meet Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. in the
Coralville Public Library. League members are
reading about the modern struggle for voting
rights in America. The book, “Give Us the
Ballot,” by Ari Berman, was named a National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a Notable
Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review and Best Book of the Year by NPR. Lee
Wood will cover Chapter 5, The
Counterrevolution.
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Voter Services
Come and meet the state legislators who
represent our districts. Join us for the League of
Women Voters of Johnson County (LWVJC) 2018
Legislative Forums. All events are Saturday
mornings, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. State legislators will
give updates on current issues in their
respective chambers, and will respond to
audience questions. Cosponsoring groups will
provide snacks and coffee. Legislative Forums
are free and open to the public.
The first forum of the 87th Legislative
Session is Jan. 27 at the Iowa City Public Library
(Rooms A,B,C). The forum will be moderated by
Tessa Heeren, LWVJC member, and will focus on
Education. Cosponsoring groups are Iowa City
Community School District, Iowa City Education
Association, and University of Iowa Public
Policy Center’s Social and Education Research
Program.
The Feb. 24 forum will be held in Coralville
Public Library (Rooms A,B) and will highlight
Environmental issues.
The March 17 forum will be held in South
Slope Community Center (North Liberty) and
will focus on services, labor, and housing.
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services

LWVJC Speaker Series
The February Speaker Series topic is Iowa’s
Bottle Bill (Water Quality & Environment
issue). Troy Willard, owner/CEO of the Can
Shed LLC in Cedar Rapids, the largest
redemption center in Iowa,
will speak Sunday, Feb. 18,
at the Iowa City Public
Library at 2 p.m.
Mr.
Willard has devoted time
and energy promoting
recycling efforts for many
years. He lobbies for
redemption centers at the
Iowa Capitol, serves on the
Troy Willard
Iowa Recycling
Association’s Board of Directors, and works
with the Container Recycling Institute to
promote deposit and recycling policy.
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Grocers have wanted out of the bottle
recycling business for many years. They deem
recycling a costly and dirty business for their
industry.
There’s good news. A Des Moines Register
article reports Iowa currently recovers 86
percent of its beverage containers, according to
information from the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources. Iowa’s law covers all
carbonated and alcoholic beverages. Annually
about 1.65 billion containers are redeemed in
the state. The combination of the beverage
container law and existing curbside recycling
makes Iowa one of the top recycling states in
the nation.
A bill in the Iowa House (HSB163)
eliminates the 5-cent deposit on beverage
containers and requires beverage distributors
to pay into a fund to keep Iowa clean of litter.
Distributors will get funds from Iowa
consumers of beer, soda and wine who will pay
more for their beverage, but will no longer have
an option of returning bottles and cans for the
refunded deposit.
A February 2017 poll by Selzer & Co.
reports:
• 88 percent active Iowa voters say the
bottle bill has been good for Iowa
• Every age group - under 35 (70 percent) –
older than 55 (83 percent) favored keeping
or expanding the law
• Every party alliance favored keeping or
expanding the law - Republicans (74
percent), Democrats (81 percent), and
Independents (78 percent)
• The bottle bill helps charities such as Cub
Scouts, Brownies, and other groups who
collect cans and bottles from others to raise
money for their organizations (88 percent
agree, including 51 percent who agree
strongly)
• The combination of the bottle bill and

curbside recycling programs is the best way
to decrease the amount of materials going
into land2ills (89 percent agree)
Opponents of the proposed bill say if the
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League members
register voters at
Grant Wood
School on Marn
Luther King Day.
Pictured (L to R)
are Cole&e
Brodersen,
Syndy Conger
and Julie Wig.

Legislature repeals the deposit law, the
percentage of beverage containers recycled
could be expected to drop to the national
average of 29 percent.
The Iowa League says four-decade old Bottle
Bill has worked well in Iowa and is working to
improve it. LWVIA agrees changes are needed
to improve the bottle bill and supports:
• Expanding the deposit law to include
sports drinks and water bottles
• Increasing the deposit to 10 cents
• Increasing the handling fee for grocers &
redemption centers to cover their costs
There is a lot of opposition. Join the
discussion Sunday, Feb. 18. This issue will be
discussed at the League’s Capitol Day.
Linda Schreiber
Speaker Series

Voter Registration
League members had several opportunities
in January to attend voter registration events in
our community. Many braved the cold on
Monday, Jan. 15, to attend the Martin Luther
King Day Celebration at Grant Wood
Elementary School in Iowa City. Some
participated in the morning march while others
registered voters and attended the program
afterward. Thank you to Eliza Willis with the
Iowa City Human Rights Commission for the
invitation to partner for the event and share a
table to register voters and engage the public.
Thank you to Syndy Conger and Colette
Brodersen for helping to register voters and to
other members who attended and supported
this important event: Rebecca Barrett, Simone
Frierson, Meghann Foster, Diana Henry, Sharon
Lake, Pat Heiden, and Janice Weiner.
The Voter Registration Committee held its
2irst meeting of the New Year on Jan. 18 at
Winans. Both members and nonmembers from
the Strong WoMen group attended to hear the
League’s plans to register and educate voters
about the importance of voting. Julie Wittig,

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Voter Registration Coordinator, led the
discussion of the tasks to be accomplished in
the next 2ive months before the June 5 Primary
Election. Also addressed were the new Voter ID
requirements and a review of how to complete
the voter registration form.
Planning has begun for the spring Youth
Voter Registration Project including contacting
high schools in the area to offer a voter
education program. Thank you, team.
On Jan. 23 a group of volunteers registered
voters at the University of Iowa Spring
Volunteer Fair held at the Iowa Memorial Union.
This is a fun event for members and good
opportunity to register young voters, introduce
them to the League and invite them to volunteer
at future LWVJC events. Many thanks to Gail
Ardery, Caroline Sheerin, Deanne Mirr and Sue
Dvorsky for their time and help at this event.
The League is also partnering with Access 2
Independence to organize voter education
programs for the elderly and disability
community. Talor Gray, with Access 2
Independence and a member of the League, is
our contact and we look forward to working
together to reach out to these underrepresented
voting groups. Thank you, Talor.
If anyone is feeling left out and would like to
join the Voter Registration Committee to
register and engage voters in our community,
please contact Julie Wittig,
j903green2ields@gmail.com.
Help curb voter apathy by helping people
realize the power in voting.
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LWVJC expands VOTE411 use
in Johnson County communities
In June 2016, LWVJC signed on with LWVUS
to implement the web-based VOTE411 for the
general election. The bene2its of VOTE411 have
grown each year.
Locally, LWVJC covered the following races:
Congressional seats (House representatives are
elected by districts; Senators serve the entire
state), Iowa Legislators, county and city
of2icials and school board candidate races and
bond issues. Candidates and elections are
added and removed from the national site
following each election.
In 2017, LWVJC expanded Johnson County
coverage from three metro areas to all 11
Johnson County communities for city council
candidate races. The expansion opened a new
League presence in Johnson County
communities. The outreach was well received
and usage of VOTE411 expanded to
surrounding communities.
Johnson County voters will have another
opportunity to use VOTE411 information as
voters get ready for the Johnson County
primaries on June 5.
VOTE411 provided a good local 2it with
cultural shifts – increases in social media use
and a decrease in print readership. The League
continues to notify media via news releases,
and we have adapted by promoting VOTE411
in online calendars and social media outlets
such as Facebook and Twitter.
Thanks to our ef2icient League team who
continue to create and post VOTE411
information online for Johnson County voters.
Below is an example of information available
on VOTE411:
Vote411.org | 2018 Election Information |
Online Voters Guide
Compare candidates. Get Non-Partisan Election
Information Highlights: Build Your Ballot,
Compare Candidates Positions
2018 Voter Guide
Get personalized voting information
by entering your address.
Register To Vote
Register to vote with

Website: www.lwvjc.org

our easy online tool.
Election Information
Voting Information by State.
Non-Partisan and Reliable.
Search By State
Search voting information by
state or topic.
League members are urged to remind
friends about this valuable tool and to
remember our slogan: Be Informed. Seek
Solutions. VOTE!
Cathy Eisenhofer
VOTE411

Meet a Member - Tessa Heeren
Perhaps you think that
the cloning of humans is a
bad idea — but when you
meet Tessa Heeren you
may change your mind.
LWVJC could use several
copies of Tessa, a new
member whose youth
makes her virtually unique
among those of us who
have been around the
ballot box more than a few
times! In addition, Tessa’s
expertise and goals are a
perfect 2it for the League
— she researches health
policy and she wants to be
Tessa Heeren
an advocate.
Tessa works at the University of Iowa Public
Policy Center, where she investigates Medicaid
policies, their ef2icacy, and their impact in Iowa;
her project receives state funding, and its
2indings are passed on to policymakers as
evidence-based guidance. Her job requires
scienti2ic detachment — but her research
results have spurred her interest in the League
and its approach to taking positions on issues
of importance.
Tessa has a second major project, begun
while she was earning her master’s in social
work: she works in a partnership with the Iowa
City Community School District to improve our
schools’ “climate,” with a focus on equity. Her
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knowledge of local demographics emphasizes
the need to prepare schools and teachers for
changing needs among their students. Part of
Tessa’s project entails visiting local schools to
discuss the project research and — she hopes
— to encourage appropriate responses. Tessa
cites the dramatic increase in the number of
ESL students in the ICCSD as one indicator of
change that educators here must consider.
That MSW Tessa earned in 2016 is from the
University of Iowa, and included coursework
preparing her for her speci2ic interest in
research, hence her local school project. Tessa
is a real Iowan: not only is she a UI alumna, but
her undergraduate degree is from ISU — and
her home town is Tama. Tessa re2lects on her
unusual educational experience growing up, at
a time when Mesquakie and “white” kids went
to school and socialized in an easy and
comfortable mix. She thinks that the more
recent Mesquakie school curriculum, which
includes cultural education, provides essential
knowledge for its students, but she speaks with
some ruefulness about the consequent changes
for public school students. She re2lects with
insight born of both experience and scholarly
pursuits on rural schools and their challenges.
Tessa has a quick answer when she’s asked
why she joined the League — “the people,” she
says. She likes “all of them!” [editor’s note:
despite our gray hair]. Currently, she is a
member of the Carrie Chapman Catt book
discussion group and has been working with
Julie Wittig, our Voter Registration coordinator.
Like many of us, she is concerned about the new
Voter ID requirements and the need to educate
voters. Her interest in advocacy has led her to
the Grow Me program, discussed at the
December 2017 Making Connections meeting.
Does she ever wonder how soon she’ll be a
member of the LWVJC board?
Our local League has a remarkable track
record for producing not just legislators — Jean
Lloyd-Jones, Minnette Doderer — but wise and
seasoned League leaders, Pat Jensen foremost
among them. With new members like Tessa, we
can look forward to continuing our long and
vital in2luence in Iowa City, our state, and our
nation.
Gail Zlatnik
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Benson & Hepker
Design created this
logo to celebrate
the League’s 100th
anniversary in 2020.

Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters will celebrate
its 100th Birthday in 2020. This is the eleventh in
a series of articles about the American suffrage
movement, the amazing suffragists who made
the vote for women happen, and the
organization which followed, the League of
Women Voters.
As noted earlier, after the Civil War
American women began to speak out more and
more about their right to vote. Well known,
particularly, is Susan B. Anthony who traveled
throughout the country for years encouraging
women to work for equal rights as well as for
an amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving
women the vote. Susan and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton became close colleagues and leaders of
the suffrage movement.
Not as well known, however, are dozens of
other women who stepped forward to take part
in the 2ight for voting rights. An example who
most people never hear about, was Matilda
Joslyn Gage. A contemporary of Anthony and
Stanton, Gage was a philosopher, organizer, and
writer (for the Revolution and co-author with
Stanton and Anthony of the 2irst three volumes
of the History of Woman Suffrage). Another
well-known contemporary of Anthony’s and
Stanton’s was Lucy Stone, abolitionist, orator
and writer. Lucy, along with Julia Ward Howe
and others, formed the American Woman
Suffrage Association, the group whose
philosophy and works disagreed with Stanton
and Anthony’s National Woman Suffrage
Association for many years of the suffrage
effort.
Some other suffragists that may or may not
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be familiar: sisters Lucretia Mott and Martha
Cof2in Wright, Amelia Bloomer, Josephine St.
Pierre Ruf2in, Harriot Eaton Stanton Blatch, Alice
Stone Blackwell, the Grimke sisters (Sarah and
Angeline), Sojourner Truth, Carrie Lane Chapman
Catt, Anna Howard Shaw, Alice Paul, Lucy Burns . .
. And . . .
League members who have begun planning for
celebrating “A Century of Impact: The League
Story” are Syndy Conger, Pat Jensen, Jean LloydJones, Linda Kroon, Linda Meloy, Shiela Slocum and
Gaylen Wobeter.

Missed the Speaker Series?
Did you missed seeing Dawn Williams speak
about the Election Integrity Act (Voter ID) at the
Iowa City Public Library? Never fear, the Iowa
City Public Library has a video. Here’s a link:
http://video.icpl.org/sunday-speakers-series-voterregistration-changes-in-iowa

Pat Jensen

Dawn Williams (le7), Iowa Director of Elecons, is
pictured with League member Simone Frierson following
her presentaon about the Elecon Integrity Act (Voter ID).

Pa&y McCarthy introduces Dawn Williams the ﬁrst speaker in our
Speaker Series at the Iowa City Public Library.

League members register voters at the Iowa Memorial
Union Jan. 23 during the UI Spring Volunteer Fair. Pictured
(L to R) are Sue Dvorsky, Deanne Mirr and Julie Wig.
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Women’s March in Iowa City

In Downtown Iowa
City, women of all ages
and backgrounds
gathered to march. The
march began following
short speeches by
newly-elected women
reminding others that
they too can make a
diﬀerence in their
communies by geng
involved and VOTING!
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Calendar of Events
Date
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018

Time
7 – 8:30 p.m.

Location
Coralville Public Library
1401 Fifth St.
Lower level meeting room

Program
CCC Book Club Berman,
Ch. 4: Hands That Pick
Cotton

Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

LWVJC Legislative
Forum: Education

Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018

1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 5, 2018

Auditor: information
online
5 – 7:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library, Rooms
A, B, C
123 Linn St.
Coralville Public Library
Schwab Auditorium
1401 Fifth St.
Auditor: information online
Brick Arch Winery
116 W. Main St., West Branch, IA

It’s a Party! Happy 98th
birthday to the LWV

Wednesday, Feb. 14,
2018

LWV JC 2018 Program
Planning
Caucus night 2018

Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018

2 -3:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room A

LWVJC Speakers Series
Troy Willard, CEO, Can
Shed, “Bottle Bill”

Monday, Feb. 19, 2018

12 – 1:30 p.m.

LWVJC Board Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 21,
2018
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018

TBA

Iowa City Public Library Meeting Room E
Des Moines State Legislature

Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2018

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 17,
2018

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

South Slope Community Center,
980 N. Front St., North Liberty

LWVJC Final
Legislative Forum

Sunday, March 18, 2018

2 – 3:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room A

LWVJC Speakers Series;
Affordable Housing:
Panel: Canganelli, Cook,
and Hightshoe

Monday, March 19,
2018
Monday, March 19,
2018
Tuesday, March 27, 2018

12 – 1:30 p. m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room TBA
Club Jensen, 13 Lakeview Drive
NE, IC
Coralville Public Library
1401 Fifth St.
Lower level meeting room

LWVJC
Board Meeting
Century of Impact

Auditor: information
online
TBA

Auditor: information online

Primary
Elections IA
LWVIA Council

TBA

Chicago Hilton

Tuesday, June 5, 2018
Saturday, June 9
2018
Thursday, June 28 –
Sunday, July 1

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

2:30 – 4 p.m.
7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
Schwab Auditorium
1401 Fifth St.
Coralville Public Library
Lower level meeting room

TBA
Nevada, IA

LWVIA
Capitol Day
LWVJC Legislative
Forum: Environment
CCC Book Club, Berman,
Ch. 5: Counterrevolution

CCC Book Club, Berman,
Ch. 6: Challenging the
Consensus

LWVUS 2018
Convention

March VOTER Deadline:
Monday, Feb. 19, for Feb. 23 distribution.
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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