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In this Issue:

Happy NEW YEAR!
Welcome to 2018 and to Iowa’s new Voter Election Integrity Law
(frequently called Voter ID law). You will not be surprised to read that I
can’t think of anything more crucial for all League members to inform
themselves about pronto, so that they can help friends, families and
especially newcomers to the state navigate the new system. A place to
start is the Secretary of State’s website. There click on the blue box at
the right to “Learn More about VOTER ID” where you will 2ind a
question and answer series to introduce you to the basics.
The Secretary of State has planned a soft rollout of the bill. The good
news is that registering to vote before Election Day is the same—neither
the process nor the form changes (except the Libertarian Party has been
added to the party options). What does change is what happens when
people vote. In 2018, voters will be required to show valid IDs at the polls
but will have the option of signing an oath to verify their identity and
receive their ballots.
In 2019, when the law goes into full effect all voters will be required
to show a current Iowa driver’s license or non-operator’s ID, a U.S.
passport, a military ID, a veterans ID or a Voter ID card at the polls
before they vote. People who vote absentee will be required to use one
of the numbers from their ID on their ballot. If they have no ID and are
voting in person on Election Day, they will be allowed to have another
registered voter attest to their identity or cast a provisional ballot to be
reviewed later if they take any necessary documentation to their county
auditor’s of2ice by the Monday following Election Day.
I’m sure you will not be surprised that state and local Leagues in
Iowa are planning a rollout of their own on the new rules. A task force of
state and local League members, including three from Johnson County,
are hammering out a list of “must-knows” about the new law. The aim is
to make it brief enough to 2it on a pocket-size card that will be
distributed at registration tables and other League events. The hope is
to produce one card for all Iowa Leagues to distribute so that, on this
subject, they “speak with one voice.” In the same spirit, the Johnson
County League has invited highly-informed Secretary of State employee
Dawn Williams to talk about the new law at the Sunday Speakers Series
this year.
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Voter Registration Coordinator Julie Wittig
has ambitious plans for registration in 2018.
She is reaching out to other community groups
and schools across the county. The Johnson
County Board is delighted that she has just
received a 2018 Youth Voter Registration
Project grant from the national League that
aims to “engage high school, community college,
and/or vocational school students in the
electoral process.” Watch for her calls for
volunteers to register voters in various
community locations, or to participate in the
education of our future voters.
Here are our 2018 priorities: “be informed”
about Voter ID now, “seek solutions” to help
fellow citizens before Election Day, so that they
and we are all eligible citizens who can
continue to VOTE.
Syndy Conger
President, LWVJC

League Briefs
Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
CCC Book Club will meet Tuesday, Jan. 23, at
7 p.m. in the Coralville Public Library. League
members are reading about the modern
struggle for voting rights in America. The book,
“Give Us the Ballot,” by Ari Berman, was named
a National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a
Notable Book of the Year by The New York
Times Book Review and Best Book of the Year
by NPR. Syndy Conger will cover Chapter 4,
Hands that Pick Cotton.

Advocacy
Forty-seven people, including seven Johnson
County Legislators, attended the Legislative
Luncheon at the Vesta Restaurant in Coralville.
Everyone enjoyed the lunch which included a
gluten-free option. We had a rousing
conservation with each Legislator offering their
perspective on the upcoming session.
Sen. Bob Dvorsky will spend his last session
working as hard as he did when he was 2irst
elected in 1986. We will miss him in subsequent

years, and he
deserves our thanks
as he moves into
retirement. Sen. Joe
Bolkcom will keep his
ever-watchful eye on
the environment and
educating people
about the state
budget, among many
other topics. Sen.
Porter instructs a Making
Kevin Kinney said he Nancy
Connecon meeng about advocacy.
has been questioned
about reinstating the death penalty in Iowa. He
is also working to initiate a high school Future
Farmers of America education program.
Rep. Dave Jacoby reported his brother wasn’t
interested in submitting a bid under the Iowa
Medicaid privatization with his insurance
company. He said he could make a lot of money
at 2irst, but not in the long run. (Now, most of
you are aware what a mess there is for many of
our Iowa citizens and their healthcare.)
Rep. Vickie Lensing serves on the state
committee and is ready to keep promoting
Iowa’s fair and just way of adjusting district
voting lines following the decennial census. Rep.
Amy Nielsen completed her 2irst year as a new
legislator and has only seen the defensive side
of legislating. She is strong and ready to move
forward. Rep. Mary Mascher gave us HOPE and
complimented Iowa’s LWV legislative goals.
We have to stand together, continue to write
letters and contact our legislators. We should
never give up our beliefs on what to stand
for. After years of study, we continue to present
programs and propose new laws.
Our “Making Connections” meeting at Club
Moeller continued with League Growth. Those
present wrote thank you notes and learned a
little about addressing issues with legislators.
Please note that at any time, you can go to
www.legis.iowa.gov and read about legislators,
bills, 2ind contact information, sign up to receive
newsletters and 2ind more than you might want
to know.
connued on page 3
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Stay sharp and aware in January because I’ll
be out of the country, but back by Feb. 5 for
county caucuses and the LWVIA Capitol Day on
Feb. 21!
Nancy Porter
Advocacy chair

Sunday Speaker Series
The Iowa City Public Library is the location
of the 2018 Sunday Speaker Series. Jan. 21, at 2
p.m., will feature Dawn Williams, Director of
Elections serving under Secretary of State Paul
Pate. Ms. Williams will address changes in
Iowa’s Voter Registration.
In January 2018, Iowa joins 34 other states
that have passed laws requiring or requesting
voter identi2ication on Election Day, according
to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Pate introduced the Election Integrity Act last
February; the legislation was signed into law by
former Gov. Terry Branstad in May 2017.
Pate says beginning with the June 2018
primaries, all voters will be required to show an
ID (current Iowa Driver's License, current Iowa
Non-Operator's ID, current U.S. Passport,
current U.S. Military or Veterans ID or Secretary
of State (SOS) issued Voter ID card which must
be signed before going to vote.
New voter cards issued by the state include
a signature and a four-digit personal
identi2ication number.
The new cards will be issued to every
registered voter who does not already have a
driver’s license or non-operator’s license.
Initially, the state will issue cards to an
estimated 85,000 Iowans who qualify. Going
forward county auditors will be responsible for
issuing the cards.
Without an ID card voters will be asked to
sign an oath verifying their identity to be
allowed to vote a regular ballot. Johnson County
election of2icials say the soft rollout of the new
voter regulations in 2018, eliminates the need
for an attester and signing an oath avoids
having to issue a provisional ballot.

In earlier news reports, Pate said the law
does not affect voter registration. The purpose
of the law is to continue to ensure the fairness
of the election system in Iowa, while increasing
measures to enhance integrity and boosting
Iowans' con2idence in the process. However, the
new law does make several key changes to
election laws.
In addition to requiring identi2ication at the
polls, the law shortens the time period for early
voting, eliminates the checkbox for straightparty voting and begins implementing new
technology at polling locations.
A photo identi2ication, which is necessary to
board an airplane, has supporters inferring
voting, which is essential to democracy, should
carry at minimum the same requirement. The
legislation proved popular among Republicans,
with 88 percent reporting they support
mandatory voter ID, nearly half (48 percent) of
Democrats also said they think voters should
have identi2ication. (The poll was taken in
February 2017.)
Linda Schreiber
Speaker Series

Voter Registration
Happy New Year as we usher in Iowa's new
voter ID requirements that begins Jan. 1, 2018.
The League has a big job ahead to inform voters
about the new voting requirements in addition
to registering and educating voters about the
importance of voting.
The voter registration committee will hold
an organizational meeting in January to make
plans to engage voters in Johnson County. If you
haven't already signed up to help and would
like to volunteer, please contact Julie Wittig,
Voter Registration Coordinator, at
j903green2ields@gmail.com. There will be many
opportunities to register voters this year so
additional volunteers will be needed.
A separate email will be sent soon to all
committee members announcing a meeting date
and time. A “show and tell” how to complete the
connued on page 4
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voter registration form, a discussion of the
importance of voting and the new voter ID
requirements will all be addressed in the
meeting. A homework assignment for everyone
now is to become familiar with the basics of the
voter ID requirements and share the
information with those you know. We have
worked closely with the Johnson County
Auditor's Of2ice and their team of experts to
ensure the information complies with the new
rules.
Other good news to report is that LWVJC has
been awarded a grant from the national League
to develop and implement a youth voter
registration project geared to high school and
college students in the area. This will be a
continuation of the work we started last spring
registering senior class high school students at
two area high schools: City High School and
Elizabeth Tate High School. Now students from
Kirkwood Community College (Iowa City
Learning Center) and University of Iowa will
also be included in the voter registration
project. We plan to visit at least 2ive highs
schools in the county along with the two
colleges this spring.
Let's start the New Year with a goal to
register, educate and inform as many voters as
we can before the June 5, 2018, Primary
Election.

Iowa's New Voter ID Requirements
In 2018, an ID is required to vote.
Acceptable forms of ID include:
•
•
•
•
•

Current Iowa Driver's License
Current Iowa Non-Operator's ID
Current US Passport
Current US Military or Veterans ID
Secretary of State issued current Voter ID
Card – signed BEFORE going to vote

Without an ID, registered voters will be
asked to sign an oath verifying their identity
and will be allowed to vote a regular ballot.
In 2019, ID is required to vote. Without
ID voters may vote a provisional ballot or have
another registered voter vouch for their

identi2ication which allows them to vote a
regular ballot. Voting a provisional ballot
requires voters to bring in to the Auditor's
Of2ice separate documents that prove their
residency (i.e., current utility bill, property tax
statement, etc.) by noon the following Monday
after the election.
In 2018 and 2019, voter's signature will be
required and reviewed as part of the ID process.

Absentee Voting in 2018 and 2019
Request an absentee ballot from the
Auditor's Of2ice no sooner than 120 days before
Election Day, and no later than the Friday 11
days before or the Saturday 10 days before
election day.
Voters must provide an ID number on their
absentee ballot request. Acceptable identifying
numbers are:
•
•
•

Current Iowa Driver's License
Current Iowa Non-Operator ID
Voter ID PIN (listed on the Voter ID Card)

An absentee ballot will be mailed no sooner
than 29 days before the election.
In-person absentee voting at the Auditor's
Of2ice will start 29 days before the election.
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration

Save the Date
Day of Service in Celebration of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
When: Monday, Jan. 15, 2018
What: LWVJC will partner with Iowa City
Human Rights Commission to participate in the
Day of Service Celebration for Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Voter registration will be offered.
Where: Grant Wood Elementary School
Cafeteria, Iowa City.
Time: 10 a.m. March from Faith Academy to
Grant Wood Elementary School; 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Town Hall Discussion
Eliza Willis, member of ICHRC and LWVJC, is
connued on page 5
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our contact for the event. More details
available January 10. RSVP Julie Wittig, Voter
Registration Coordinator,
j903greenfields@gmail.com if you would like to
participate. Help is needed at 10 a.m. to set up
tables. LWVJC will share a table with ICHRC to
register voters. Weather permitting and if
enough members are interested, we can march
as a group with LWVJC banner the short
distance from Faith Academy to the school.
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration

Voter Services
Please mark your calendars for the 2018
Legislative Forums sponsored by League of
Women Voters of Johnson County. Events will
be held Saturday mornings, from 9:30-11:30a.m.
All state legislators representing districts in our
area will be invited to update us about current
topics, and to respond to questions from
members of the audience. Cosponsoring groups
will highlight their concerns, and provide
snacks and coffee. Forums are free and open to
the public.
Note the date change for the March forum.
Jan. 27— Education Focus, Iowa City Public
Library, rooms A,B,C, 9:30—11:30 a.m.
Feb. 24 — Environmental Topics, Coralville
Public Library, rooms A,B, 9:30—11:30 a.m.
March 17— Labor, Services, Housing Issues,
South Slope Community Center, 980 N. Front St.
North Liberty, 9:30—11:30 a.m.
April — TBA depending on Legislative
schedule
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services

Meet a Member - Linda Meloy
Do you need some data interpreted? Some
advice on special education? A book written?
Call Linda Meloy—she can do it all!

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Linda Meloy (le) visits with LWVIA President Mary Rae
Bragg at the state convenon in Grinnell in June 2017.

Linda moved to Iowa City from Muscatine in
July 2016, and is a new member of LWVJC (and
already a member of our board). She is an
experienced Leaguer, however, having seen a
small Muscatine chapter through deactivation
to its reactivation, transformation and new life
as the LWV of Muscatine County. She’s also on
the LWVIA Board of Directors.
Linda’s academic—and practical—expertise
is in education. She holds both the EdS and PhD
degrees, providing the knowledge and
credentials she’s used in regular and special
education teaching, and as a school
psychologist. She retired recently from
Western Illinois University as a professor of
special education. As a scientist, she is a
believer in curriculum-based measurement,
whereby student progress can be tracked more
effectively; she sees the League’s emphasis on
study as the essential precursor to action as a
similar way of ensuring results.
Linda also has expertise in another area—
being a parent and grandparent. She has two
sons, one in Arizona and one in Marshalltown
(the father of Linda’s three little grandsons),
and a daughter, adopted from Korea as a ninemonth-old with serious medical problems. Now
in good health and very accomplished, she lives
in Portland, Oregon. Perfect geography, Linda
says—two great places to visit, and the
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grandchildren close by!
And in Linda’s spare time, she’s writing a
book—the centennial history of the League in
Iowa. The book is a project of our Johnson
County chapter, on behalf of the state
organization, and Linda’s ideas on how to
produce a well-written, useful, and actionoriented history resulted in 2inger-pointing by
other board members—at her. Linda says she
welcomes the challenge of gathering research,
organizing, and writing a document that will be
the foundation text for educating young
Americans about their government and ways to
affect action. She has several podcasts in mind,
as well as information for civics classes in
schools. Linda points to the League’s in2luence
in some of Iowa’s most signi2icant legislative
actions, such as apportionment procedures, the
bottle bill, and juvenile justice, as lessons in
effective civic engagement.
So keeping up with Linda—or just 2inding
her—may be dif2icult. She might be digging in
the dirt somewhere, as she’s already
volunteered with Project GREEN and a Master
Gardener. Or, if she’s not away visiting kids or
grandkids, or deep into her book project
somewhere, you might look for her at one of the
nation’s presidential libraries—she has just
four more to go!

Benson & Hepker
Design created this
logo to celebrate
the League’s 100th
anniversary in 2020.

Preparing for 2020: Foundations
of the League of Women Voters
The committee planning for the League of
Women Voters 100th birthday in 2020 is on a
holiday break in January. Articles about the
American suffrage movement, the amazing
suffragists who made the vote for women
happen and the organization that followed will
resume in February. League members who
have begun planning for celebrating “A Century
of Impact: The League Story” are Syndy
Conger, Pat Jensen, Jean Lloyd-Jones, Linda
Kroon, Linda Meloy, Shiela Slocum and Gaylen
Wobeter.
Pat Jensen

We can’t really say that Muscatine’s loss is
Iowa City’s gain, because Linda continues to
nurture her years of friendships there, less than
an hour away. But we can say that Linda’s
arrival here is de2initely our gain.
Gail Zlatnik
Photos of early
Suﬀrage5es in the
early 20th century.
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Fall Legislative Lunch
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LWVJC Calendar of Events
Time
Monday, Jan. 8, 2018

Location

Program

Des Moines, Iowa

First day of 2018 IA
Legislative Session
January Century of Impact Meeting
LWVIA
Board Meeting
Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day
LWVJC
Board Meeting
LWVJC Speakers Series

Friday, Jan. 12, 2018

11:30 a.m.

Oaknoll Bistro

Saturday, Jan. 13,
2018
Monday, Jan. 15, 2018

10 a.m. – 2 p. m.

Coralville Public Library

Tuesday, Jan. 16,
2018
Sunday, Jan. 21,
2018
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018

12 – 1:30 p.m.
2 – 3:30 p. m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room D
Iowa City Public Library

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Iowa City Public Library

Wednesday, Feb. 14,
2018

5 – 7:30 p.m.

Brick Arch Winery
116 W. Main St., West Branch, IA

CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 4:
Hands That Pick
Cotton
LWVJC Legislative
Forum: Education
It’s a Party!
Happy Birthday LWV

Sunday, Feb. 18,
2018
Wednesday, Feb. 21,
2018
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018

2 -3 :30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Speakers Series

TBA

Des Moines State Legislature

LWVIA Capitol Day

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Coralville Public Library

Saturday, March 17,
2018

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

South Slope Community Center,
980 N. Front St., North Liberty,

LWVJC Legislative
Forum: Environment
LWVJC Final
Legislative Forum

Sunday, March 18, 2018

2 – 3:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library

LWVJC Speakers Series

February VOTER Deadline:
Monday, Jan. 22, for Jan. 26 distribution.
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