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NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.
The April deadline is March 23 for
March 30 distribu)on.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
From the President

In this Issue:

Be Informed. Seek Solutions. VOTE.
As I write this, the Iowa Legislature has passed its 2irst funnel date
and some bills are dead but could come back again to delight or haunt us
next year, and others are alive and headed for 2loor debate. The League
is both a winner and a loser on issues we care about. I’ve just used the
LWVIA 2018 State Legislative Priorities (lwvia.org) to sort through the
lists and found it very helpful. LWVIA’s priorities this year, in order, are
Education, Water Quality and Environment, Health Care and Mental
Health, Justice Reforms and Voting Rights. Various legislative educationrelated initiatives align fairly well with League positions—the funding of
K – 12 schools, the 20-year extension of the 1 percent sales tax for
education infrastructure, the creation of transportation funding for school
districts needing it, and the requirement to have students pass a civics
exam to graduate from high school. One bottle bill which might be
amended has survived the funnel, and a bill to expand water quality
efforts has already been signed by the governor. Attempts to achieve
justice reforms in the future, on the other hand, might be made harder
by a bill still alive that would require the Iowa Supreme Court to attain a
supermajority to declare a law unconstitutional.
No other bills aligning with League priorities are still being
considered, although three proposed but now dead might have had
negative effects on them: a bill to eliminate the Iowa Department of
Public Health, a bill to reduce the salaries of Supreme Court Justices, and a
bill to restore voting and gun rights to felons on completion of their
sentences. The administrative decision of the Department of Human
Services to reduce oversight of the private HMOs overseeing the Medicaid
program is decidedly not welcome, especially in the light of its need for
improvement. Leagues on all levels encourage governments to monitor
closely and hold accountable any private entities to which they contract
public services. On the League’s upcoming Capitol Day (21 February),
local members will be briefed on the Bottle Bill and restoring voting
rights to felons who have completed their sentences.
I can end on a much happier note. In a Feb. 16 letter to local League
presidents, LWVIA Mary Rae Bragg called attention to what she called “a
monumental day in the history of the League of Women Voters of Iowa.”
She was referring to the upcoming League-sponsored forums featuring
primary candidates for Iowa governor on April 21, planned by a joint
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Johnson and Linn County committee. Scheduled
for 10 a.m. to noon (Democrat Party) and 2 to 4
p.m. (Republican Party) will be live streamed to
allow Iowans in all communities to see, hear
and participate by asking the candidates
questions. It almost feels like the good old days!
Do consider going in person to be a part of the
audience at the Valentine Auditorium, Kirkwood
College, Cedar Rapids. This is by far the biggest
news I have, but this issue 2ills you in on what
happened since you received your last VOTER,
and what else will happen in the months ahead.
Syndy Conger
President, LWVJC

League Briefs
Program Planning
Longtime and new League members
participated in a Program Planning discussion
that was held Saturday, Feb. 3, at the Coralville
Public Library. Guided by Pat Jensen, League
Historian and Consultant to the Board,
members received an orientation to the
program planning process which occurs every
year.
She explained how “new” issues might be
adopted for study, establishing a timeframe and
corresponding with the League’s state and
national biennial, alternating meetings.
Pat told those present this was the year to
address national/international issues because
the national LWV meets in Chicago in June. She
urged members to also take a look into new
local issues.
A lifetime member, who has served on local,
state and national League boards, Pat explained
program planning involves several logical steps
which helps ensure a thorough, thoughtful and
democratic process.
Issues discussed included continuing the
local study of the Upper Mississippi River ILO
study. New possible issues to study included
children’s mental health services in Iowa,
human trafficking in Iowa. Those present also
discussed reestablishing League monitors at
Website: www.lwvjc.org

local governing bodies meetings, especially the
Metropolitan Planning Organization of Johnson
County (MPOJC) meetings related to passenger
rail transportation. (Editor’s note: Last fall, local
League members chose to adopt LWVIA’s
legislative priorities for this year.)
Pat reminded League members that the
program planning discussion represented step
one of the process. A follow-up discussion of
program planning by LWVJC Board of Directors
is step two. At its Feb. 19 meeting, the LWVJC
Board heard a summary of the program
planning and they decided all League members
should be invited to participate in the process
via the VOTER newsletter to determine if there
is enough interest in volunteering to complete a
study or to monitor government body meetings
(step three).
If League members reading this article
indicate they want to help with any of the issues
mentioned, a question will be developed and
proposed to the membership who will vote at
the annual meeting (step four). Issues for
consideration may represent local issues;
national issues/studies will be forwarded to the
national LWV convention in June for
consideration.
All League members are encouraged to get
involved and help. You may volunteer to
participate in any of the League issues
discussed (child mental health, human
trafficking, monitoring governmental meetings),
please contact Syndy Conger, LWVJC president,
who will coordinate efforts.
Linda Schreiber

Welcome New LWVJC Members
Anne Spencer
Margaret Winkler
Tammy Nyden
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Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club

LWVJC Speaker Series

CCC Book Club will meet March 27 at 7 p.m. in
the Coralville Public Library. League members
are reading about the modern struggle for
voting rights in America. The book, “Give Us the
Ballot,” by Ari Berman, was named a National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a Notable
Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review and Best Book of the Year by NPR. Tessa
Heeren will cover Chapter 7, Challenging the
Consensus

The March Speaker Series topic is Housing.
Panelists representing various aspects of
housing in our area will speak at the Iowa City
Public Library on Sunday, March 18, at 2 p.m.
In 2015, LWVJC study committee followed
up the 1990 and 1992 housing study in Johnson
County and recon2irmed the League’s position:
“that all individuals and families should have
the opportunity for equal access to housing
without discrimination and to a decent home
and suitable living environment. “ And
reaf2irmed that: “It is the responsibility of both
the public and private sectors in Johnson
County to 2ind solutions to the problems of
providing affordable housing in the area. Such
efforts should involve all local governments,
including county government, in the housing
market area.”
The League is privileged to introduce three
local professionals who have unique
perspectives about this complex issue of
housing and who will address the subject from
different vantage points.
Local real estate appraiser Casey Cook has
studied area building permits for more than two
decades. His analysis of construction reveals
when the area reaches a point that causes rents
to rise or fall, impacting those seeking housing
as well as property owners. Crissy Canganelli,
Shelter House executive director, will present
2indings of a local study of area homeless
individuals, the costs associated with being
without shelter and a program to address the
issues and lower costs. Tracy Hightshoe, the
newly-named Neighborhood and Development
Services Director for Iowa City, will address
how Iowa City is addressing this important
issue.

Voter Services
Please join us for the next Legislative Forum,
Saturday, Feb. 24, in Coralville Public Library
(rooms A,B), 1401 Fifth St., Coralville, 9:30 11:30 a.m. The focus is on the Environment.
Cosponsoring groups are: Sierra Club,
Environmental Advocates, 100 Grannies and
Clean Air for Everyone Coalition.
League member, Eliza Willis will moderate
the forum.
All legislators representing districts in our
area have been invited to update us on current
topics and to respond to questions from
members of the audience.
Snacks and coffee available. League forums
are free and open to the public.
The March 17 forum will be held from 9:3011:30 a.m. in the South Slope Community
Center, 980 Front St, North Liberty, and will
highlight labor, housing issues and local
services.
League of Women Voters of Iowa will hold
two Primary Candidate Forums for Governor on
April 21. The forum for Democratic candidates
will be in the morning; the Republican forum
will be held in the afternoon. Johnson and Linn
County Leagues are sponsoring the event. Stay
tuned for details in next issue of The Voter.
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services

Linda Schreiber
Speaker Series

Voter Registration
The opportunities to register voters are
increasing and keeping the Voter Registration
Committee very busy.
connued on page 4
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In February, League members registered 47
voters during a three-day visit to the Iowa City
Crisis Center Food Bank. Besides registering
voters, volunteers informed Food Bank clients
about the new voter ID requirements, changes
to the absentee ballot request form and dates of
this year’s Primary and General Elections.
Thank you Syndy Conger, Nancy Pacha,
Helen Dailey, Colette Brodersen, Sue
Dvorsky, Deanne Mirr, Gail Ardery, Nancy
Porter, and Jackie Reger for making it a
successful event.
On Feb. 19, the committee responded to an
early morning call for action from the mother of
a City High School senior who was attending the
student march to end gun violence held on the
Pentacrest and Ped Mall. She asked that we
attend and register voters. Thank you Nancy
Pacha and Jackie Reger for being available
on short notice to offer voter registration and
support to students at this emotional time.
Student leaders from both City and West High
Schools expressed their gratitude by inviting the
League to an upcoming voter registration event
at their schools.
On March 8, a small team of volunteers will
present a program at Keystone Place, a
retirement community for seniors in Coralville.
Voter registration will be offered in addition to
a short presentation about the League. The
event will be held during the lunch hour when
most residents are present. We will reach out to
independent living and assisted living residents.
Members volunteering to help include Sue
Dvorsky, Deanne Mirr, Margaret Winkler
and Margaret Donnelly. Thank you.
On April 10, League members will meet with
DVIP (Domestic Violence Intervention Program)
Board members to discuss the new voter ID
requirements so they will be able to register
and educate their clients.
Save these April dates and make plans to
help register voters. Volunteers are needed.
Saturday, April 14, Bill Sackter Birthday
Bash held at Uptown Bill’s in Iowa City.
League will register voters from noon to 5 p.m.
Sign up for one- or two-hour shifts. Music all
day. An opportunity to reach citizens living with

disabilities. It is a fun community event
celebrating the life of Bill Sackter. League will
partner with Access2Independence for this
activity.
Saturday, April 28, NAMIWalks at Terry
Trueblood Park in Iowa City. The League will
register voters from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Sign up
for one- or two-hour shifts. Come and support
NAMI’s (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
annual mental health awareness and
fundraising event.
If you would like to join the team of
volunteers that registers voters and engages the
public about the importance of voting, please
contact Julie Wittig, Voter Registration
Coordinator, at j903green2ields@gmail.com.
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration

Meet a Member
Caroline Sheerin
Have you ever been a member of a minority
group? Because you’re reading this, there’s a
good chance that you are female, “white,” born
in the U.S., and aged 50 or older. If you don’t
conform to all those descriptors, you’re an
especially welcome minority of sorts within
LWVJC—but you certainly shouldn’t feel like an
outsider.
Outsider status, however, was an important
perspective-changer for Caroline Sheerin, one of
LWVJC’s newest members. Among many pre–
Iowa City relocations in Caroline’s life was a two
-year stint in Japan, teaching English in a small
rural community. She became 2luent in
Japanese, but she was always aware of being a
member of an obvious minority; that status, she
says, gave her both an empathy and a
broadened understanding of what today’s vexed
term “minority” may mean; these guide her still.
She might even agree that her League
involvement is colored by her experience in
Japan, since League positions result from
consensus and the meeting of many minds,
minority or otherwise.
Caroline’s interest in comprehensive,
connued on page 5
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reasoned, and knowledgeable approaches to
issues of public importance is also part of what
led her to join the League (it’s just possible that
her husband’s enthusiastic endorsement of the
women of our League, for whom he’s acted as a
resource, may also have in2luenced her . . .). The
League’s nonpartisanship was a signi2icant
draw. Caroline grew up in New Jersey, and over
time has been registered as both an
Independent (like her parents) and a
Republican. Now, laughing as she refers to the
“People’s Republic of Johnson County,” she is
far less interested in political labels than in an
objective understanding of the policies and
practices of our elected of2icials. What does
“pro-life” really mean? Can criticism of our
elected of2icials be couched in constructive
terms, without shrill condemnation? Caroline
looks to the League for answers.
One of those answers for her has been voter
registration; she is active in our chapter’s
emphasis on providing registration access to all
citizens of our community. Environmental
issues are another high priority, and Caroline
hopes eventually to join the League’s efforts on
water-quality legislation.
Her path to Iowa City has had several stops.
After college in New York City came Caroline’s
sojourn in Japan. She returned to the U.S. and
earned a master’s degree in East Asian studies
at Washington University in St. Louis, on the
other side of the world from East Asia — and a
long way from her earlier East Coast life.
A law degree from Michigan and a brief
working stint in the South convinced her of her
attraction to the Midwest, leading to several
years of employment as a lawyer in Chicago,
where she worked for a private 2irm and then
for the city itself.
Caroline, now a 12-year resident of Iowa
City, teaches legal writing to students at the
University of Iowa College of Law. She and her
husband have a young daughter, and the
complexities of day-to-day management of her
schedule have led Caroline to ponder the
importance of education and opportunity,
particularly for less privileged children, in
leading a ful2illing life.
Website: www.lwvjc.org

So Caroline brings to our League some
special talents and achievements — not only
her law degree, but her young motherhood, her
reasoning and writing skills, her history within
many differing communities, her desire for
reasonable and nonpartisan discussion of
issues, and the thoughtfulness that her
experiences have provoked in her. Some of
these give her minority status within LWVJC,
but all are welcome additions to the treasure
trove of effectiveness and wisdom that we hope
will always characterize our membership.
Gail Zlatnik

Happy Birthday LWV & LWVJC
From the LWV website: “From the spirit of
the suffrage movement and the shock of the
First World War came a great idea - that a
nonpartisan civic organization could provide
the education and experience the public needed
to assure the success of democracy. The League
of Women Voters was founded on that idea.
“In her address to the National American
Woman Suffrage Association's (NAWSA) 50th
convention in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1919,
President Carrie Chapman Catt proposed the
creation of a league of women voters to "2inish
the 2ight" and aid in the reconstruction of the
nation. And so a League of Women Voters was
formed within NAWSA, composed of the
organizations in the states where woman
suffrage had already been attained.
“The next year, on February 14, 1920, six
months before the 19th amendment to the
Constitution was rati2ied, the League was
formally organized in Chicago as the National
League of Women Voters. Catt described the
purpose of the new organization:
“The League of Women Voters is not to
dissolve any present organization but to unite
all existing organizations of women who
believe in its principles. It is not to lure women
from partisanship but to combine them in an
effort for legislation which will protect coming
movements, which we cannot even foretell,
from suffering the untoward conditions which
have hindered for so long the coming of equal
suffrage. Are the women of the United States
big enough to see their opportunity?”
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League Gallery

LWVJC members met with Rep. Mary Mascher during Capitol Day. Pictured (le) to right) Barb Beaumont, Syndy Conger, Cathy
Eisenhofer, Rep. Mary Mascher, Nancy Porter and Gaylen Wobeter.

Rep. Amy Nielson, Sen. Kevin Kinney and Sen. Bob Dvorsky at Capitol Day.

LWVIA lobbyist Amy Campbell, Rep. Amy Nielsen, Sen. Kevin Kinney, Sen. Bob Dvorsky and Wes Breckenridge address
Leaguers at Capitol Day.
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Leaguers celebrated the 98th anniversary of the founding of the LWV and LWVJC at the
Brick Arch Winery in West Branch on Feb. 14.

Cindy Riley
and Julie
Wi9g help
City High
School
students
register to
vote in
February.

Troy Willard, Can Shed CEO/owner, presented
informa1on about Iowa’s proposed Bo3le Bill at
the February Speaker Series.
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Calendar of Events
Date

Time

Location

Program

Wednesday, March 7

6 p.m.

Robert A. Lee Community Recreation Center, 220 S. Gilbert,
Iowa City

Night of a 1000 Dinners: A
Celebration of International
Women’s Day
International Women’s Day

Saturday, March 10

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Board Meeting

Saturday, March 17

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 18,

2 – 3:30 p.m.

Indian Creek Nature Ctr,
Cedar Rapids, Ia
South Slope Community Center, 980 N. Front St., North
Liberty, IA
Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room A

Monday, March 19

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Monday, March 19

2:30 – 4 p.m.

Tuesday, March 27

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday, March 21-22

TBA

Scheman Bldg., Iowa State
Center, Ames, IA

Saturday, April 21

10 a.m. – noon
2 – 4 p.m.

2018 Primary Gubernatorial
Forums (Dem/GOP)

Tuesday, June 5

Auditor: information
online
TBA

Ballantyne Auditorium,
Kirkwood College,
Cedar Rapids, IA
Auditor: information online
TBA
Newton, IA
Chicago Hilton

LWVIA Council

Thursday, March 8

Saturday, June 9
Thursday, June 28 –
Sunday, July 1

TBA

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room TBA
Jensen home, 13 Lakeview
Drive NE, IC
Coralville Public Library
1401 Fifth Street

Final Legislative Forum

Speakers Series — Housing:
Canganelli, Cook and
Hightshoe
Board Meeting
Century of Impact
CCC Book Club: “Give Us the
Ballot,” Ch. 6: Challenging
the Consensus
Our Watershed, Our
Community: 12th Annual
Water Conference

Primary Elections IA

LWVUS 2018 Convention

March VOTER Deadline:
Friday, March 23, for March 30 distribution.
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