The Voter
April 2018

NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.
The May deadline is April 23 for
April 27 distribu)on.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
President’s Letter

In this Issue:

Be Informed. Seek Solutions. VOTE.
With the second funnel deadline behind them, League lobbyists in
Des Moines will continue to track remaining legislation touching on the
six issues the League prioritized this year: voting rights, public
education, environment, health care, justice reforms, and gun control.
You can follow the progress of bills on an issue you care about most
deeply by going to Advocacy Cooperative’s bill tracker at
www.ialobby.com/billtracker/ clicking on the Client Menu, then
selecting League of Women Voters of Iowa.
Locally and statewide, we have focused much energy on providing
clear and consistent information to Iowans about the new Voter ID law.
As this election year unfolds, we will pay attention to elections as they
occur to study the impact of the new Voter ID bill with its new
restrictions on pre-registration, early voting and identi2ication.
Other areas of concern for the local Board is that the corrosive
accumulating effect of reduction of access to family planning, Medicaid
services for patients with disabilities or for children, common sense gun
legislation, quality school buildings and resources for their children,
and safe recreational lakes, streets and malls. These, among other
things, if not improved, will have a profound and ultimately negative
impact on Iowa’s women. Their liberties are not being prized, and their
basic rights are not being maintained.
On the other positive side, there are some pending bills that show
promise:
• The Governor’s new workforce development program (HF2458/
SF2327)
• A comprehensive mental health care plan (HF2456)
• An extension of the 1-cent SAVE sales tax for school infrastructure
until 2049! (HF2438)
• Improvements to the Medicaid MCO system still alive (DHS
Department Bill HF 2462 and a stand-alone bill HSB680)
As you write your state representatives about why you value access
to affordable higher education, comprehensive healthcare and mental
healthcare, cleaner water, readily available justice for all Iowans, or why
a particular piece of legislation is dead wrong for Iowa, don’t think those
letters are in vain. In the last forum I attended, we were reminded how
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much our legislators rely on our letters and the
information or testimonials they provide.
“Sometimes,” said one legislator, “we quote you
on the 2loor.” Keep the channels of
communication open to them!
A more enjoyable pre-elections pastime
might be researching the many candidates
running for of2ices, in part by coming to our
upcoming candidate forums prior to June 5
(Primary Election): for the Board of Supervisors
(April 18), for the gubernatorial candidates
(April 21), and for State Senate District 37
(April 25). Come with your questions, and, if
necessary, stay afterwards to continue the
conversation. We hope to see you soon.
Syndy Conger
President, LWVJC
Clarification: LWVIA 2018 Legislative priorities
are ALL important and come from the positions
resulting from study and consensus. If listed in
order on a website, such is done to prioritize
legislation that is currently being formulated or
about to be debated/voted on that League
members across the state need to be aware of.
Dependent on actions by the Legislature during a
session, the LWVIA priorities may shift in order of
immediate importance.
The list provided to local Leagues from the
Fall Meeting of the LWVIA Board is as
follows: Voting Rights, Education, Water/Soil
Quality and Environment, Health Care and
Mental Health, Justice Reforms, and Gun Control.

League Briefs
Welcome New LWVJC Members
Lucy David
Andrea Cohen
Pam Stek
Elinor Levin

Virginia Miller
Dixie Cassady
Lori Klockau
UICCU – Jean Knepper

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
Last week, we witnessed a new activist
movement, March for Our Lives, against school
shootings and gun violence. Earlier this year, it
was the #MeToo movement against sexual
harassment. Last year, it was the Women’s

March following the 2016 presidential election.
Black Lives Matter, an international activist
movement campaigns against systemic racism
toward blacks, was launched after George
Zimmerman was acquitted of the shooting
death of Trayvon Martin and the deaths of
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., and Erick
Garner in New York City.
A pinnacle of the Civil Rights movement and
Voting Rights Act was President Lyndon
Johnson’s 1965 speech, “We Shall Overcome.”
Ari Berman’s book, “Give Us the Ballot: The
Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America,”
reminds readers democracy can never be taken
for granted. The book is an investigative
reporter’s journey of the last 50 years of voting
since the Voting Rights Act past.
All League members are invited to join the
Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club and the
discussion about activist movements. The club
meets Tuesday, April 24, at 7 p.m. to continue
the discussion with chapter 7, “The
Realignment.” The book was named a National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a Notable
Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review and Best Book of the Year by NPR. The
meeting will be held at the Coralville Public
Library downstairs from 7 to 8 p.m. Paula
Vaughan will lead the discussion.

Save-the-Date: LWVJC
Annual Meeting—May 17
Your invitation to the annual meeting is in
the (electronic) mail. We are all looking forward
to seeing League members at this meeting that
will be held Thursday, May 17, in the Kirkwood
Room, 515 Kirkwood Avenue, Iowa City.
Come at 5 p.m. for a glass of wine ($4)
before the annual meeting begins and dinner is
served.
Our speaker, Zack Zucharski, executive
editor of The Gazette, will address the
newspaper’s newest initiative, Iowa Ideas:
Building a Roadmap for the Future. He will cover
the concept, process, outcome, next steps in his
talk and perhaps help us understand how to
mend Iowa’s urban/rural divide."
Her Soup Kitchen will cater our Buffet
connued on page 3
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Dinner that includes:
Savory Oven-Baked Chicken
Tossed Mixed Green Salad – with tasty
homemade dressing
Fresh Green Beans
Honey Multigrain Bread (gluten-free) and
Butter
Fresh Brewed Coffee and Wines
Dessert: Homemade Ranger & Chocolate
Chip Cookies (Peanut Butter gluten-free
option)
The meal cost is $35, payable at the door.
Guests are encouraged to RSVP.
The League our appreciation to Lensing
Funeral & Cremation for the use of their beautiful
Kirkwood Room.
Lee Wood & Linda Schreiber

Voter Services
Be Informed, Seek Solutions,
Know the Candidates!
Come hear from the candidates directly
before voting in the Primary Elections on June
5. Primary elections are important - we elect
candidates to be on the ballot for the general
election (Nov. 6, 2018).
League of Women Voters of Johnson County
is sponsoring three Primary Race Candidate
Forums in April.
Johnson County Board of Supervisors
Candidate Race Candidate Forum will be held
Wednesday, April 18, 7—8:30 p.m. South Slope
Community Center, 980 N Front St, North
Liberty.
Iowa Governor Candidate Race Forum
will include Democrats and Libertarians,
Saturday, April 21, 10 a.m.—Noon. Ballantyne
Auditorium, Kirkwood Community College,
6965 Tower Rd SW, Cedar Rapids. Mary Rae
Bragg, president League of Women Voters of
Iowa, will moderate the forum.
Iowa Senate District 37 Candidate Race
Forum (includes parts of Johnson, Cedar, and
Muscatine counties) will be held April 25,
6:30—8 p.m. Coralville Public Library (Schwab
Auditorium), 1401 5th St, Coralville.
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Editors Note to League members attending the
Governor Candidate Race Forums: The Ballantyne
Auditorium is located between Iowa and Benton
Halls and is easiest to access through Iowa Hall.
Although to make ge ng there even more
confusing, the entrance states Mansﬁeld Center
above the entrance located in Iowa Hall. Hopefully
organizers will have signage along the route.

Voter Registration
The voter registration committee is stepping
up efforts to register high school seniors and
college students in the area before the school
term ends in late May. Contacts have been made
to most high schools and now the focus is on
2inding dates convenient to meet with students
during the next two months. The goal of the
League’s youth voter registration drive is to
reach out to the millennial population and help
young people understand the importance of
voting and the power in voting.
A new piece of the League’s voter education
program will be explaining Iowa’s new voter ID
requirements. To help with that is the League’s
newly printed 4”x 6” voter ID information card,
designed to help all voters understand the new
requirements and acceptable form of ID they
will need to show at the polls starting this year.
The voter ID information card is the result
of the collaborative work between Linn and
Johnson County League members with vetting
by the Linn and Johnson County Auditor’s
of2ices. A committee was formed in December at
the request of LWVIA to design a user-friendly
information card to help Iowa voters
understand the new voter ID requirements.
Syndy Conger, Tessa Heeren and Julie Wittig
participated from LWVJC and Myrna Loehrien
from Linn County LWV.
The handy reminder card (pictured on page
4) will be used by Leagues across Iowa to reach
voters. The April Voter contains a copy of the
voter ID information card for more information.
Please share the information with family and
friends.
Thank you to League members Cindy Riley,
Margaret Winkler, Sue Dvorsky, Syndy
Conger, Nancy Pacha and Eliza Willis for

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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registering senior high school students at
Liberty High School in North Liberty on March
28. Special thanks to Cindy Riley for leading the
charge.
Volunteers are needed and invited to help at
these upcoming events:
Wednesday, April 11, and Thursday,
April 12, at Kirkwood Regional Center at the
University of Iowa in Coralville. League
volunteers will register high school students
taking classes at the center from 7-10 a.m. and 1
-3 p.m. both days. Sign up for one or two hour
shifts.
Saturday, April 14, Bill Sackter Birthday
Bash held at Uptown Bill’s in Iowa City. League
will register voters from noon to 5 p.m. Sign up
for one or 2 hour shifts. Music all day. An
opportunity to reach citizens with disabilities.
A fun community event celebrating the life of
Bill Sackter. League will partner with
Access2Independence for this event.
Saturday, April 28, NAMIWalks at Terry
Trueblood Park in Iowa City. League will
register voters from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Sign up
for one- or two-hour shifts. Come and support
NAMI’s (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
annual mental health awareness and
fundraising event.
Contact Julie Wittig, Voter Registration
Coordinator, j903green2ields@gmail.com if you
would like to help at any of these events.
Julie Wittig
Voter Registration
Website: www.lwvjc.org

VOTE411.org
Learn where the candidates running for
of2ice in your community stand on the
issues. VOTE411.org will again provide
questions for two local primary candidate races:
Johnson County Board of Supervisors and State
Senate District 37.
Candidate responses will be posted to the
site on April 22. Check out the responses prior
to voting in the Primary Election. Early voting
begins May 7 and Election Day is June 5.
Candidates running for of2ice, frequently
asked questions and more information can be
found on the Johnson County Auditors website.
Cathy Eisenhofer
VOTE411

Iowa City Public Library links to
the 2018 Sunday Speaker Series
•

Voter ID Law: http://videostream.icpl.org/sunday-speakers-seriesvoter-registration-changes-in-iowa/

•

Bottle Bill: http://video-stream.icpl.org/
sunday-speaker-series-iowas-bottle-bill/

•

Affordable Housing will be posted soon.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Transportation study
continues, volunteers needed
The Iowa City Area Chamber of Commerce
is seeking to build partnerships to study
transportation. Recently, LWVJC Board
President Syndy Conger and Ryan Sempf,
director of Government Relations and Public
Policy at the chamber, discussed the possibility
of collaboration to study transportation.
The League’s Regional Government Study
(Study 2001; Positions reached, 2002. Positions
edited, revised and approved, 2006, 2007, 2008,
2009 and 2010) supports improved regional
cooperation for the delivery of local
government services. At that time, League
members recall conversations with local
government representatives about a single
countywide bus system with service extending
to North Liberty.
Now, the League board is searching for
volunteers who would be interested in helping
monitor further discussions about regional
transportation. If you are interested and would
be willing to volunteer in some capacity, please
contact Syndy Conger, syndymc67@gmail.com.
Current Situation Update
The Iowa DOT continues environmental
planning studies on the Quad Cities – Iowa City
portion of the line. However, since the state
refused to match the federal grant or provide
an operational subsidy during former Gov.
Terry Branstad’s administration, the state has
essentially lost the federal grant and funding
will need to start from scratch on this project.
Cedar Rapids – Iowa City
On a parallel track (no pun intended), the
DOT has been studying the viability of rail
between Cedar Rapids and Iowa City in the past
few years as a way to reduce congestion on
Interstate 380. Recent studies have shown that
the cost of rail between Cedar Rapids and Iowa
City, or Iowa City and the Eastern Iowa Airport,
is not feasible due to the expense of rail and
purchase of right-of-way.
More recently the DOT, CRANDIC, and
MPOJC have worked together on a study of a
portion of the Cedar Rapids to Iowa City rail
between North Liberty and Iowa City. This
portion of the line proves promising due to its
Website: www.lwvjc.org

multiple stops near high density population
and employment centers. In addition to the
location of the rail, the costs are signi2icantly
lower (approximately 5-10 times lower) than
the other options. This is primarily due to the
fact that between North Liberty and Iowa City,
the CRANDIC rail line has no current tenant –
meaning that there is no need to plan for
passing incidents or purchase of additional
right-of-way.
This is what the Iowa City Area Chamber is
focused on currently with regards to rail in and
around Johnson County. The DOT is highly
supportive of the idea and is willing to aid in
the planning and development and CRANDIC
has an inherent incentive due to the current
state of the rail – as a business, they make
money when trains are running on their line.
Regional Transit
On a separate but equal train (again no pun
intended) of thought, the community has been
outspoken about the need to reform transit. In
the past election, those who touted the need for
reforms to transit routes such as Sunday busing
and after hours busing saw wide support for
their positions across the different
communities.
The chamber also hears of these issues from
its member businesses, who are at times unable
to staff certain locations due to inaccessibility
of bus routes, or timing of those routes. This
affects the local economy in multiple ways:
businesses either close or minimize operations
when employees are not present, employees
lose out on wages when they can’t make it to
work, and the economy loses out when those
workers do not have wages to then spend at
local retailers.
In addition to these direct economic
impacts that stem from our current busing
system, there are indirect impacts as well. An
individual living on the east side of Iowa City
traveling by bus to the Coral Ridge Mall or
nearby areas is likely to see what would be a 15
-minute car ride turn into an hour and a half
long journey – both ways. This takes parents
away from their children and makes it more
dif2icult to live a healthy life.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Due to these numerous issues that affect
both the transit system and its users, the
chamber is working to 2ind a way to build a
more cohesive and seamless system between
the communities.
Call-to-action
With all of this on our plate, the chamber is
planning to convene a group of diverse
stakeholders to facilitate this conversation
among all our communities and hopefully get
from where we are now to a place where transit
works more effectively for the user and rail
runs throughout our communities.
If you have interest in being a part of this
journey, please reach out to Ryan Sempf,
Director of Government Relations at the Iowa
City Area Chamber of Commerce:
Ryan@iowacityarea.com
Background:
In February 2018, the Metropolitan
Planning Organization of Johnson County met to
consider the third phase of a feasibility study of
passenger rail service connecting Iowa City and
North Liberty. The Iowa Department of
Transportation and the Cedar Rapids and Iowa
City Railway (CRANDIC) paid for two-thirds of
the cost of the 2irst two studies with local
entities paying the rest.
According to a news report in The Gazette
the studies put the cost at $40 million to build
out an Iowa City to North Liberty passenger rail
service.
In January 2010, President Obama
announced the 2irst grant awards for the HighSpeed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR)
Program. The Department of Transportation
Appropriations Act of 2010 (FY 2010 DOT
Appropriations Act) allocated an additional $2.5
billion for the HSIPR Program, of which up to
$50 million can be used for planning activities.
Additional background: Chicago to
Iowa City via Quad Cities passenger rail
service implementation (Funded)
The Iowa and Illinois DOT’s were awarded
$230 million in HSIPR funding to establish
service on the Chicago to Iowa City (via Quad
Cities) route in an announcement made in
October 2010.
Website: www.lwvjc.org

A joint application submitted in August
2010 by the Iowa and Illinois DOTs sought $248
million to implement new passenger rail
service from Chicago to Iowa City via the Quad
Cities. The grant was funded under the federal
High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR)
program.
HSIPR funding supported continued
environmental impact analyses, tracking
infrastructure construction and improvements,
layover facility construction, equipment
acquisition, and station improvements to
implement services.
In September 2011, the Iowa DOT requested
that the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
split the corridor development grant into two
phases. The FRA agreed, and the Illinois DOT
proceeded with planning to initiate the 2irst
phase with service from Chicago to Moline, IL.
Iowa DOT proceeded forward with
completion of the Chicago to Council BluffsOmaha Regional Passenger Rail Planning Study
to obtain additional information on the
environmental and service characteristics of
the full cross-Iowa corridor.
Chicago to Iowa City via Quad Cities – not
funded in 2009; application submitted Aug.
6, 2010
An earlier, but similar application for
passenger rail service from Chicago to Iowa
City via the Quad Cities was submitted in
October 2009. Funding for the HSIPR program
was provided under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. There was
intense competition for this 2irst competitive
grant program for intercity passenger rail.
Unfortunately, the Iowa and Illinois DOT’s joint
application was not selected for an award in the
2irst round of funding.
For more information visit the following
links:
•

https://www.iowadot.gov/iowarail/pdfs/
Iowa-City-North-Liberty-Passenger-RailConceptual-Feasibility-Study.pdf

•

https://iowadot.gov/i380planningstudy/
pdfs/I380-TechMemos-AlternativeModes.pdf

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Meet a Member—Susan Enzle
Here’s a quiz; choose a or b: Retirement is a
time to a) eat bonbons, laze around; or b) garden,
go to Hancher, join the League and MOMS Demand
Action, or just show up to learn and advocate.
Susan Enzle, a brand-new LWVJC member, has
obviously chosen b, but she’d make it clear that
retirement simply gives her more time, and day
time, for many of these activities.
Susan retired at the end of 2017, after a long
career as a clinical psychologist in a variety of
settings: the mental health center in Grinnell, the
UI Seashore Psychology Training Clinic, a Canadian
Cancer Center, and 2inally, private practice. Her
work with cancer patients for four years in
Alberta, Canada, had a profound in2luence on her
and left her not only with a positive opinion of the
Canadian healthcare system, but with the
knowledge and skills needed to aid people whose
lives are touched by cancer. (Most recently, in
private practice with a good friend and colleague,
she also learned—too much!—about the
cumbersome requirements and inequities of
health insurance in the U.S.) When asked who
supported her as she supported others, she
commented on the importance of colleagues with
whom she could discuss, debrief, and receive
advice. Susan’s career as a psychologist obviously
touched many lives and gave her both knowledge
and wisdom about mental health services.
Susan is also a woman of strong political
beliefs, and the League’s nonpartisanship was
initially a matter of concern for her. As a result,
since joining League earlier this year she has
chosen activities that preserve her personal
opinions while promoting League goals: she
attends the legislative forums, will be a moderator
for the JC Board of Supervisors Candidate Race
Forum, and is scheduled to work with voter
registration. She is helping with our local
preparations for League’s 100th anniversary in
2020 by interviewing one of our long-term
members for the anniversary publication.
Laughing, Susan says she’s “not much of a writer,”
but she has “interviewed a lot of people!”
Susan and her husband, Gene Savin, moved to
Oaknoll in 2016, and they treasure their easy
access to Oaknoll’s many services, including room-

Website: www.lwvjc.org

service meals when both she and Gene returned
ill from a trip to Cuba. (An inquiry about her
travels would probably reveal an extensive list of
adventures, most of which involve hiking and/or
art museums!). Susan is on the garden
committee at Oaknoll, and therefore one of the
worker bees who care for the many gardens
around the extensive campus.
Susan brings to the League an active mind
fully involved in our community, as well as
expertise in and commitment to mental health
services. LWVUS takes this position: “Every U.S.
resident should have access to affordable, quality
health care”; LWVJC can count on Susan to
further this goal. And since she is also interested,
she notes, in “gun control, public education, the
environment, voting rights, and decent/moral
government,” we can look forward to her
energetic advocacy in many areas of League
activity.
Gail Zlatnik

League Gallery

A stellar group of panelists addressed aﬀordable housing
at our March Speaker Series. Pictured (le to right) are
Tracy Hightshoe, Neighborhood and Development Services Director for Iowa City, Crissy Canganelli, Director
Shelter House, and Casey Cook, Cook Appraisal.
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Calendar of Events
2018

Time

Location

Program

Tuesday, March 27

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 28

2 – 3:15 p.m.

Wednesday, April 11

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Monday, April 16

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 18

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
1401 Fifth St.,
Lower Level meeting room
Liberty High School, 1400 Dubuque
St. NE, N. Liberty
Club Moeller, 445 Breconshire Lane,
Coralville IA
Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room D
South Slope Community Center, 980
N. Front St, North Liberty

CCC Book Club
Berman, Ch. 6, Challenging
the Consensus
Voter Education &
Registration
Making Connections:
Affordable Housing
LWVJC Board
Meeting
JC Board of Supervisors
Candidate Race Forum

Saturday, April 21

10 a.m. – noon
2 – 4 p.m.

Ballentyne Auditorium, Kirkwood
College, Cedar Rapids, IA

Tuesday, April 24

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 25

6:30 – 8 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
1401 Fifth St.
Lower Level Meeting Rm
Coralville Public Library, Schwab
Auditorium

2018 Democrat and
Republican Governor
Candidate Race Forums
CCC Book Club
Berman: Ch 7, The
Realignment
State Senate District 37
Candidate Race Forum

Thursday, April 26

8:45 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Cedar Rapids

Conference: IWLC (Iowa
Women Lead Change)

Saturday, April 28

8:30 a.m. – noon

Terry Trueblood Recreation Area,
579 McCollister Blvd, Iowa City

Voter Registration at the
annual NAMI Walk

Monday, April 30

10 a.m. – noon

Meet the New Members!

Monday, April 30

11:30 a.m. - lunch
1 p.m. - meeting
Ask at Front Desk
12 – 1:30 p.m.

Winans Chocolates & Coffee,
470 First Ave, Coralville, IA
1 Oaknoll Court, Bistro
11:30 a.m.—1 p.m.
Jean Lloyd Jones
Iowa City Public Library
Room TBA
Hotel Kirkwood
7725 Kirkwood Blvd SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Kirkwood Room
515 Kirkwood Ave., Iowa City

Monday, May 14
Monday, May 14
Pat Jensen will be
Honored!
Thursday, May 17

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

5 – 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 9

Auditor:
information online
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Thursday, June 28 –
Sunday, July 1

All day June 29-30; 8
a.m. to noon July 1

Tuesday, June 5

VOTE411.org
Des Moines Area Community College, 600 N. Second Ave. W A Newton
Chicago Hilton

Century of Impact
11:30 – 2:30 p.m.
LWVJC
Board Meeting
Iowa Women’s
Foundation Ovation
Tribute Reception
LWVJC Annual Meeting
Speaker: Gazette Editor
Zach Kucharski: Iowa
Ideas: Building a Roadmap
for the future
Iowa Primary Elections
LWVIA Council

LWVUS 2018
Convention

May VOTER Deadline:
Monday, April 23, for Friday, April 27 distribution.
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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