The Voter
August 2018

NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.
The September deadline is Aug 24 for
Aug. 31 distribu)on.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
In this Issue:

Co-Presidents’ Letter
Enjoy the lazy days of summer while you can. Fall 2018 is going to be
a very busy time, with more forums than usual and a steady stream of
voter registration opportunities. Do check the Table of Contents and the
August Voter Calendar to mark certain dates on your calendar, including
the Fall Reception and Membership Drive at Terry Trueblood Park
Lodge on Wednesday, Aug. 22. Plan to attend and bring a friend!
Four new multi-talented LWVJC Board members lent their
enthusiasm to the summer strategic planning session and the inaugural
July board meeting, Susan Enzle, Hazel Seaba, Kelly Teeselink, and
Miriam Timmer-Hackert.
Enzle <irst came to the attention of local League members when she
began to volunteer with former Voter Registration Coordinator Julie
Wittig for registration drives. She expanded her services to moderate
the JC Board of Supervisors Candidate Race Forum on April 2018. Now
as of summer 2018, she has stepped into Wittig’s position on the board
to give the LWVJC seamless coverage of summer voter registration
opportunities, beginning with Juneteenth, and is already looking
forward to coordinating two annual events for the League: the
Naturalization Ceremony at the Hoover Museum in West Branch and
National Voter Registration Day. She retired at the end of 2017 after a
long career as a clinical psychologist, her skills taking her to the mental
health center in Grinnell, the University of Iowa Seashore Psychology
Training Clinic, a Canadian Cancer Center, and <inally, private practice
(“Meet a Member,” April 2018 VOTER). Since her career has taken her to
both Canada and the United States, she has a uniquely keen and detailed
perspective on our country’s healthcare and insurance systems. She
wholeheartedly endorses the LWVUS position on mental health
services: “Every U.S. resident should have access to affordable quality
health care.”
Seaba retired in 2015 as Professor Emerita after a 30-year career at
the UI College of Pharmacy. While there, she directed their Division of
Drug Information Service, which publishes a drug information retrieval
database with national and international subscribers. As a professor she
developed the Iowa Drug Information Network and implemented a
customized drug information training program for international
pharmacists. She also created, initiated and taught the required drug
information coursework in both the BS and PharmD curricula. In 2005,
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she moved into administration to become the
college’s Assistant Dean for Assessment and
Curriculum and expanded her contributions to
the college curriculum to community service
learning and public health. She volunteers now
for Meals on Wheels, her church and she has
also assisted with Wittig’s voter registration
activities in the community.
Teeselink has held positions as Marketing
Coordinator (UI Recreation Services, UI
Marketing and Design) and Community
Relations Specialist (Tanager Place) but has
been most active in the last <ive years in Girls on
the Run of Eastern Iowa. Her board experience
with that organization has included strategic
planning and new board orientation, and her
last nearly three years as board chair made her
the ideal candidate for Executive Director of
that organization, a job she just began at the end
of May of this year. Her love of sports is central
to her work, her special passion is running, and
if yours is, too, you can join her weekly trail run
for women, which, in her words, “combines my
love of the outdoors and trails and empowering
women to do hard stuff!”
Timmer-Hackert comes to us as a trained
lawyer with experience in family law and
nonpro<its as well as mediation and peaceful
direct action. She has experience (as secretary
or president) with various nonpro<it boards like
the Goldman Clinic, Trinity Episcopal, PEACE
Iowa, and District Parent Organization, and
those organizations have given her the chance
to hone her skills in arranging speakers, doing
publicity, fundraising, and public speaking. Her
list of interests reads like a list of League
priorities: access to the ballot box, clean water,
comment sense gun control, education, just
government (not misusing Tax Increment
Financing), stopping climate chaos, and
women’s access to healthcare and
contraception. As the “Member Spotlight” of the
April 2017 VOTER pointed out, Miriam has been
interested in issues and politics for a long time.
“I have attended League of Women Voters
events, and decided I should stop free-loading
and help out.”
Welcome to all four, whose combined

talents and interests in teaching, health care,
medicine, technology, marketing, women’s
issues, law, nonpro<its, voting rights and more
add up to one astonishing jolt of energy and
expertise for the LWVJC!
Syndy Conger and Cathy Eisenhofer
Co-Presidents, LWVJC

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
The book club summer break is nearly over.
Meetings will resume Aug. 28 and conclude in
September.
The group meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at 7 p.m. Discussion will continue with
chapter nine, “Old Poison, New Bottles.” The
meeting will be held at the Coralville Public
Library downstairs Katy Hansen will lead the
discussion.
The book, which is historical account of
voting rights in America, was named a National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a Notable
Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review and Best Book of the Year by NPR.
Efforts are underway to bring author Ari
Berman to the UNESCO City of Literature Book
Festival in October. Watch for details.

98 Going on 100, still
Making Democracy Work ©
The LWVIA sent 17 delegates to the LWV
Biennial Convention June 28 – July 1, 2108, at
the Chicago Hilton. Between Friday at 1 p.m.
and Sunday at noon there were four major
plenary sessions, where no seismic changes
were made to the bylaws or the dues. Surges of
energy could be felt in the otherwise orderly
plenary sessions, however, when the delegates
voted to add advocating for the National
Popular Vote Compact (NPVC) under the
Improving Elections section of the LWVUS
Making Democracy Work© Campaign, and even
more when they voted for the LWVUS to
prioritize advocating for the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA) to be added to the U.S.
Constitution. Delegates were given extra time
off on Saturday to allow them to march with a
connued on page 3
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throng of Chicagoans protesting the separation
of parents and children at the southern U.S.
border.
A wide variety of caucuses, workshops and
info-sessions ran whenever the plenaries were
not in session from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
providing a rich storehouse of ideas and
strategies about the 2020 census, alternate
election methods, budget, climate change, the
Electoral College, ERA, fundraising, healthcare,
NPVC, and redistricting. Check the upcoming
LWVIA VOTER for articles by many of Iowa’s
delegates on workshops they enjoyed and learned
from.
Speakers for the most part zeroed in on
these same topics, with one inspirational
exception: the former 43rd U.S. Treasurer of the
U.S. Rosie Rios, appointed by President Obama,
who recounted her efforts to place a portrait of
a woman on the front of U.S. currency for the
<irst time in over a century. She now works to
empower women and girls full time with
creative initiatives, among others, making sure
every state in the nation has a commemorative
statue of a real woman (not just a goddess or a
mythological <igure) important to their history.
Upon her resignation in 2016, she received
the Hamilton Award, the highest honor
bestowed in the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. Standing ovation, of course! This
issue also reprints re-elected LWVUS President
Chris Carson’s take on the convention and its
highlights.
Syndy Conger

Meet a Member — Diana Henry
A is for African American Museum of
Iowa. B could be for Bachelor of Science, with a
major in deaf education. C could stand for
Certi<icate of Museum Studies (U of Iowa, 2011),
or for Cincinnati, or Cuba (a study tour), or
citizenship, or Clark-Atlanta University (study
tour to Egypt) . . . and we could keep going
through E for Egypt, G for Guatemala, S as in
Stride Toward Progress, and on to W for Weber
School—or the Women of our League! The
markers of Diana Henry’s path through life
run the alphabet—not surprisingly, because
Website: www.lwvjc.org

education has been a major focus of her
energies and experience. (X, Y, and Z are
probably in there somewhere too.)
Diana is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, and her
BS degree, at the beginning of her post–high
school education, was from the University of
Cincinnati. She followed it with an MA in
education, another master’s in learning
disability, and that recent certi<icate in museum
studies. She has supplemented her academic
learning with study programs in Central
America and Africa. All of these have
contributed knowledge and skills to Diana’s
professional teaching positions over the years—
at schools for the deaf, at McKinley Middle
School in Cedar Rapids, and at both Longfellow
and Weber elementary schools in Iowa City.
(Author’s note: Her placement in those latter
two, teaching <ifth-graders, has surely equipped
her to conquer the world!)
Diana’s interest in education didn’t stop
with her retirement from the public schools in
2008. For the last several years, she has worked
as the assistant to the museum educator at the
African American Museum of Iowa, in Cedar
Rapids, where she provides research and
preparation for exhibitions. She also gives tours
of the museum’s permanent exhibition, “Endless
Possibilities,” which tells the story of Iowa’s
African American heritage from its beginnings
in Africa through slavery, the Civil War, civil
rights, and up to the present.
So how does any of this connect to Diana’s
membership in the League? In at least three
speci<ic ways: First, Diana emphasizes the
importance of long-term planning when she
talks about voting; we should be accountable in
the future for the decisions we make today.
Second, like the man in the TV ad, Diana can say
she “knows a lot because she’s seen a lot”; she
knows the value of education, of genuinely
equal opportunities for kids of all ages—and
these goals are implicit in many LWV positions.
And third, crucial to carrying out the
responsibilities of American citizenship, she
believes, are knowing and understanding our
American history and Constitution. (Indeed, she
would love to see the League undertake a
project in grade schools to teach young children
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about citizenship and the importance of voting.)
The <lexible minds of “kids” (her usual term) are
open to learning about vital aspects of American
history that should be more than paragraphs in
books; Diana can be quite <iery when discussing
the opportunities for Iowans to visit the houses,
still standing today, that were part of the
Underground Railroad in our state.
Diana’s view, then, is always to the future. As
League nears its 100th anniversary, how can we
educate ourselves and others to build upon our
national and League histories to ful<ill the
promise of our founding documents? Have you
read the US Constitution? So for now, Diana
plans to work with the LWVJC committee
charged with preparing for 2020, our
anniversary years. We would do well to pay
attention to her commitment to the next
hundred years.
Gail Zlatnik

places to register voters as summer wanes,
vacations end, students return to schools and
the Nov. 5 Election draws ever closer.
Events that have already been con<irmed for
August are: Hoover’s Hometown Days in West
Branch; Northwest Junior High School and
North Central Junior High School during student
registration days; Old Brick; and the UI
Volunteer Fair. Our goal with respect to the
junior high schools is to register parents of
students. We also intend to return to the high
schools in Johnson County this fall in order to
register seniors who will be eligible to vote on
Nov. 5. Some events and venues are already
scheduled for September with others in the
works.
Already 35 LWVJC members have joined the
Voter Registration Committee. We will need
volunteers as the schedule adds on more events
and venues. I invite you to contact me at:
senzle@msn.com if you have an interest in
registering prospective voters before
November. I look forward to hearing from you!
Susan Enzel, incoming chair
Voter Registration

Pictured (le to right) Deanne Mirr, Susan Enzle, and
an aendee at the ADA Celebra on who is registering
to vote.
IPR Water Quality panel discussion at Big Grove.

Voter Registration
Yes, the League of Women Voters of Johnson
County Voter Registration Committee is going
places. The sentence above could read, “Voter
Registration goes to Juneteenth”… or the “North
Liberty Food Pantry”… or the “ADA Celebration
in downtown Iowa City.” Since the beginning of
June, we have registered 19 voters and assisted
four voters in requesting absentee ballots.
The pace is going to pick up over the next
two months. We will be going to more and more
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Water Quality topic of Iowa
Public Radio discussion
Iowa Public Radio reporter and Morning
Edition host Clay Masters at Big Grove Brewery
led a panel discussion and conversation on
water quality in Iowa. The LWV of Johnson and
Linn County had a good representation: Cathy
Eisenhofer and Nancy Porter, LWVJC; Laura
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Wes Peters, Laura Engler, Catherine Basile, Jean
McMenimen and Mary Nelson, LWVLC.
Water quality is a top priority for the
League of Women Voters and has been this
year in the Iowa Legislature. In the shadows of
the legislative session, IPR convened a panel
representing community, scienti<ic,
environmental, and agricultural interests to
discuss nutrient reduction strategy, progress in
legislative solutions. They opened the <loor to
many questions from the audience.
Clay Masters drove the conversation with
Eastern Iowa farmers, a New Orleans shrimper,
and other stakeholders from the <ield of water
resources in Iowa.
This event was produced in collaboration
with The Water Main, an American Public
Media project that aims to bring people
together, move conversations forward and

Website: www.lwvjc.org

create meaningful connections that help
sustain clean, abundant water for all.
Mary Ann Nelson, LWVLC

VOTE411—June Primary
Leagues across the country are seeing
success using VOTE411! Typically that
information measures the number of voters
compared to the last most comparable election
cycle. Overall, this year has shown an increase
in the number of voters coming to the site
compared to the 2016 Presidential election
cycle. The chart (above) shows the number of
Johnson County VOTE411 visits, voter turnout,
as well as, voter participation. Note
visits don’t always correspond with voter
turnout.
Cathy Eisenhofer
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New Members:
Chelsea Haley, Raven and Yohanah Hollenhorst

Calendar of Events
2018
Saturday, Aug.11

Time
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Location
Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room D
Iowa City Public Library
Room TBA
Terry Trueblood Recreation
Area, 579 McCollister Blvd.,
Iowa City
Coralville Public Library
downstairs meeting room

Wednesday, Aug. 15

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 22

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 28

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 30

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Monday Sept. 10

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 14

1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 25

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 25

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
downstairs meeting room

Monday through Sunday,
Oct. 1 – 7,
LWVJC is a sponsor

Programs Daily

Various places in Iowa City

Thursday, Oct. 4

TBA

Monday, Oct. 8

2 p.m.
Jim Lynch and Kathy
Obradovich moderating

Solon
Place TBA
Coralville Public Library

Tuesday, Oct. 9
Thursday, Oct. 11

TBA
TBA

Tuesday, Oct. 16

TBA

TBA
Tif<in City Hall
300 Railroad Street
Tif<in, Iowa
Coralville Public Library

Monday, Oct. 8

6 - 7:30 p.m.

TBA

Thursday, Oct. 18

TBA

Iowa City Public Library

Iowa Memorial Union
125 N Madison St. IC
Iowa City Public Library
Room TBA
Herbert Hoover Library
20 Parkside Drive
West Branch, IA
Key sites in Johnson County

Program
LWVIA
Board Meeting
LWVJC
Board Meeting*
LWVJC Fall
Reception and
Membership Drive
Carrie Chapman Catt
Book Club resumes
reading “Give Us The
Ballot” by Ari Berman
University of Iowa
Volunteer Fair
LWVJC
Board Meeting*
Voter Registration at
Naturalization Ceremony
National Voter
Registration Day
CCC Book Club reads last
chapter of “Give Us the
Ballot”
UNESCO City of
Literature Book Festival;
author Ari Berman to
speak
Candidate Race Forum
House District 73
Congressional District 2
Candidate Race
Forum
TBA
Candidate Race Forum
Senate District 39
Candidate Race
Forum Senate District 37
LWVJC Board Meeting*
Candidate Race Forum
Senate District 43

*Board mee ngs will alternate between Wednesday 12 and Tuesday 5:30

September VOTER Deadline:
Aug. 24, for Aug. 31 distribution—last Friday of the month
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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The League Update
JULY 5, 2018

Syndy,
Last week was an inspiring Convention of the League of Women Voters of the United States in Chicago. More than 1,000 League leaders convened for thoughtful conversations and important trainings with the focus of the future of the organization. We passed our budget for the upcoming biennium and set our program in place to continue the Campaign for Making Democracy Work®.
I was honored to introduce Convention attendees to the LWVUS incoming CEO, Virginia Kase.
Since 2011 Virginia has been a leader at CASA, an organization at the forefront of the immigrant
rights movement representing nearly 100,000 members. CASA is also the largest human service
and civil rights organization fighting for social, economic, and racial justice in the mid-Atlantic region. Virginia has more than 20 years’ experience working in the non-profit sector and is a passionate activist and advocate for social justice. She starts in the national office on July 25. Please join
me in welcoming her to the League!

Chris
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK CAMPAIGN

Convention 2018 Highlights
Convention delegates worked on several important business items while in Chicago, some of which
are highlighted here. Delegates approved the proposed program of Making Democracy Work®,
which includes Voting Rights, Improving Elections, Campaign Finance/Money in Politics, and Redistricting. Delegates voted to add advocating for the National Popular Vote Compact under the Improving Elections section of the Campaign. Delegates also voted for LWVUS to prioritize advocating for the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to be added to the U. S. Constitution.
Convention delegates adopted the LWVUS budget for the 2018-2020 biennium. The Per Member
Payment (PMP) rate will remain unchanged for the biennium.
By acclamation, Convention delegates voted to elect the Nominating Committee’s proposed slate of
new officers, board members, nominating committee chair and nominating committee members for
the 2018-2020 biennium.
Read the full Daily Briefings and view the photos from Convention.

Election Year Goals
We have some major goals this election year. To help us achieve them organization-wide,
we're making available lots of resources to help you succeed. We're also encouraging all state and
local Leagues to focus on the activities we know voters need most from us, including:
Host at least 10 voter registration events.
Sign up as a National Voter Registration Day partner: nationalvoterregistrationday.org.
Protect voters! Meet with local elections officials to discuss challenges & solutions.
Host at least one candidate debate/forum.
Publish an online voters’ guide on VOTE411.org.
Get Out the Vote! Send election alerts to new registrants, volunteers, & partners.
Respond to & share LWVUS action alerts.
Fight for fair redistricting and encourage a complete 2020 Census count.
Share your impact stories on social media and identify 5 key media contacts and communicate
monthly.

Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Sign up for National Voter Registration Day 2018
National Voter Registration Day is Tuesday, September 25! Sign up your League as a partner in this celebration of democracy. Simply host or publicize a registration event in your community on 9/25. Join thousands of
organizations, elected officials, celebrities, and other partners—including hundreds of participating state
and local Leagues—by signing up today! The League has been the single largest on-the-ground partner for
NVRD since 2012. Let’s keep up the trend!

News of the Week

•
•
•
•

In her first interview as incoming CEO of LWV, Virginia Kase tells Glamour magazine that what she saw
the first time she voted makes ballot access a very personal matter.

"A convention could threaten the Bill of Rights itself." LWVCO president Toni Larson explains more in
this op-ed.

The League of Wake County is advocating for the ERA, saying, "Something as fundamental as the
rights of half of the population should not be subject to the legislative whims of the day."

This spring, the League of Palo Alto hosted an event to discuss the ability for electoral misinformation,
disinformation, and fake news to undermine democracy. Read more about what policy, academic, and
technology experts had to say, and what you can do to help.
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