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NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.
The August deadline is July 20 for
July 27 distribu)on.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
In this Issue:

Co-Presidents’ Letter
Our June 2018 board meeting was a coming together of outgoing
and incoming board members, a lively meeting in which “business as
usual” prompted illuminating questions and informative replies. Even
though board members are in a quieter summer mode, plans are under
way for voter services events in late summer and early fall (see July
calendar). The board bid farewell to three talented members: Nancy
Porter, Linda Schreiber and Julie Wittig.
Lifelong educator and student teacher supervisor and tireless
advocate for education, Porter has lent her advocacy skills to the League
while on the board, seeming to effortlessly organize “how to”
workshops, Capitol days, and lunches with legislators. She is a genius at
distilling complex issues into clear, simple questions for candidates to
answer in forums or on VOTE411.org. Free of other board duties, she is
determined to dedicate her energies to guiding the LWVJC’s many
willing advocates in the upcoming year to respond to legislative
challenges.
Schreiber has dedicated her outstanding journalistic skills to a
long list of LWVJC communication projects. She has assemblesd the
VOTER, prepared professional news releases, developed caucus training
guides, given us a FACEBOOK presence and helped to write or rewrite
documents central to our League’s operation: Bylaws, a New Member
Orientation Guide and a LWVIA Tax Increment Financing Study Report.
As an event organizer, Schreiber has secured speakers whose topics
aligned squarely with LWVIA’s legislative priorities: civil rights, voting
rights, the importance of a free press, affordable housing, and the bottle
bill. Like Porter, Schreiber will continue to be active as a journalist and
events organizer from behind the scenes.
Wittig, the third whirlwind of a board member retiring this year
as Voter Registration Coordinator, has transformed and strengthened
our League’s capacity to reach new voters by greatly expanding
registration events, locations, volunteers and partner organizations. The
Final tally of registrations accomplished under her leadership in these
two years is just 88 short of 1,000! She’s been especially skilled at
reaching potential voters often overlooked. Her last hurrah this spring
was partnering with a national nonpartisan campaign, RISE TO VOTE, to
inform and register college student-athletes and professional athletes
(featured in our June 2018 VOTER). Before leaving she trained her
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Board of Directors - FY2019
Co-President - Syndy Conger
Syndymc67@gmail.com
Co-President - Cathy Eisenhofer,
cathyeisenhofer@gmail.com
Vice President - Polly Horton
pollyshorton@aol.com
Secretary – Sandy Keller
sandykeller@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Linda Kroon
linda-kroon@uiowa.edu
Susan Enzle
sezle@msn.com
Katy Hansen
katyhansen@oaknoll.com
Diana Henry
henry.diana@mchsi.com
Linda Meloy
lmeloy3@gmail.com
Cindy Riley
cindyalt@gmail.com
Hazel Seaba
hazel-seabauiowa.edu
Miriam Timmer-Hackert
timmer.hackert@gmail.com
Kelly Teeselink
kelly.teeselink@gmail.com
Paula Vaughan
prvaughan@mchsi.com
Lee Wood
woodlee1955@gmail.com
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successor in the job, newly-appointed LWVJC
Board member Susan Enzle, who at her First
board meeting in June announced plans to
register voters at Juneteenth, University of Iowa
Volunteer Fair, Naturalization Ceremony at the
Hoover Museum and Library, and National
Voter Registration Day (see July calendar). At
the June meeting, the Board unanimously
commended Wittig for her remarkable service.
Syndy Conger and Cathy Eisenhofer
Co-Presidents, LWVJC

2020 LWV anniversary gearing
up locally and statewide
In less than two years the Leagues
throughout our nation will be in the midst of
celebrating 100 years of our existence, along
with the passage of the 19th amendment giving
women in our nation the right to vote. Both our
Johnson County League and our state League
are initiating many efforts to bring this
important anniversary to the attention of the
public and to use the occasion as a springboard
for awareness and education about how far we
have come, but also how far we have to go.
I am writing today as a member of our
Johnson County League, but also as a member of
the League of Women Voters of Iowa Board of
Directors. One of our directors, Doris Kelley, has
spearheaded an effort to make this celebration
noteworthy and important to Iowa citizens. She
has enlisted the help of Amperage Marketing
and Fundraising to bring the work of designing
plans for communication and fundraising for
our anniversary. Amperage has been very
successful with Iowa clients such as the Hoover
Presidential Foundation, Four Oaks, Finley
Health Foundation, and Cedar Rapids Public
Library Foundation.
To help us get started with Amperage, the
League needs to raise $25,000 as seed money.
We are presently half way to that goal. If you
are interested in helping with this effort and
would like to be part of this major effort on
behalf of the League, we would appreciate any
contribution you can make. This effort with

Amperage to do something much bigger and
more widespread than our past League efforts
stretches us to move toward the future in a new
way, and forces us to think beyond what the
League has done previously to meet present
and future challenges. The League’s visibility,
work, and very existence will not be there
without this kind of outreach.
There is an article with much more complete
information about the planning for the 2020
LWV anniversary in the Spring Iowa Voter. If
you would like more information, please contact
Doris Kelley at 515-988-2344 or email her at
DJKelley@cfu.net. Send your donations to Doris
at 4116 Maryhill Dr., Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613.
Gaylen Wobeter

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
The book club is on summer break in June
and July. Meetings will resume in August and
September. The group meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. Discussion will
continue with chapter nine, “Old Poison, New
Bottles.” The meeting will be held at the
Coralville Public Library downstairs Katy
Hansen will lead the discussion.
The book, which is historical account of
voting rights in America, was named a National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, a Notable
Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review and Best Book of the Year by NPR.

Chicago bound to 2018 LWV
Biennial Convention
LWVJC is sending three delegates to the
2018 LWVUS Convention June 28 - July 1, Syndy
Conger, Cathy Eisenhofer and Paula Vaughan.
Two other Johnson County League members are
attending as delegates for the LWVIA, Linda
Meloy and Gaylen Wobeter.
The agenda of this nearly three-day event
includes an ambitious mix of workshops and
plenary speakers touching on issues bound to
keep members in their seats: upcoming LWV
Centennial plans, redistricting, new soft money,
immigration, open primaries, abolition of the
connued on page 3

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County

Twi er: LWVJCIA

2

Susan Enzel, incoming chair
Voter Registration
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electoral college, an alternative model of a
national popular vote, climate change, gun
safety.
Chicago’s own Second City will provide
comic relief, and the banquet speaker will be
Elaine Weiss, author of The Woman’s Hour: The
Great Fight to Win the Vote. Stay tuned for
updates in the VOTER and at Making
Connections’ gatherings.

Voter Registration
Thanks to all the LWVJC volunteers who
helped with our voter registration effort on June
23 at Mercer Park. Juneteenth itself was a very
pleasant affair . . . one I’d attend in the future
even if I weren’t registering voters.
The results are in: We registered 12 voters
on Juneteenth! Many were people who needed
to change their addresses. One was a woman
who was excited to register for her First time as
a U.S. Citizen. (It was exciting for me, too.)
Keep in mind that in addition to our
registration on June 23, the Johnson County
Democrats
and
NextGen
were also
registering
voters.
A
special
thanks to
Eliza Willis Lee Wood (le), Eliza Willis (center) and
Susan Enzel at Juneteenth in Mercer Park.
for
initiating
the whole idea of the LWVJC attending
Juneteenth, for setting up the table and for
ensuring that even if the wind blew, the
tablecloth would not Fly away!
Thank you, Julie Wittig, for your help in
making sure that we had all the necessary
supplies on hand, and Lee Wood and Syndy
Conger for helping out.
We will need many, many more volunteers
to register voters from late July until close to
Election Day, Nov. 6. Please contact me if you
want to volunteer at: senzle@msn.com.

Meet a Member — Anne Spencer
You’re interviewing for a new station in life:
Can you drive a combine? Teach math to Fifthand sixth-graders? Teach college students how
to understand and teach elementary-school
math? Tend a veggie garden and associated fruit
trees, harvest and cook the produce? Identify
glyphosate-resistant weeds and pull them?
Manage a website for politically active local
women? Raise a daughter who can install her
own garbage disposer?
If you can’t check all those boxes, you need
Anne Spencer, a LWVJC member since last
year—and one who Finds satisfaction as readily
in mastering the complexities of huge farm
machinery as she did in twenty-one years of
teaching kids.
Anne retired from the Iowa City school
district two years ago, having spent her last 16
years at Weber Elementary. She knew, however,
that disengagement from community life was
not a post-retirement option, especially after
the 2016 elections. Then, feeling the same
mixture of dismay and disbelief shared by many
women across the country, she went into
action: she became one of the founders of
Strong WoMen, a local group dedicated to
progressive, informed government throughout
the state of Iowa. Within days after the election,
using personal contacts and emails, Anne and
her co-organizers, Chris Rohret and Jeanne
Bancroft, produced an energized group of
women (and some stalwart men) who found
comfort and community in joining together to
act.
Since those early days, under the leadership
of Anne and a small steering committee, Strong
WoMen has held regular meetings to inform its
membership about several signiFicant issues—
including voting laws and rights, and
immigration and the impact of immigration law
as observed by local social-service providers. At
the invitation of Strong WoMen, with our recent
voter-registration guru Julie Wittig in the lead,
representatives from our League spoke to the
connued on page 4
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group about the recent
changes in Iowa voting
laws and equipped
them with the voterinfo cards LWVJC
produced.
So Anne is
motivated to inFluence
our government and
legislators, and,
Anne Spencer
obviously, she holds
some very partisan
opinions. How, then, does she Fit into League
and its bedrock belief in nonpartisanship?
Anne had over time considered joining the
League, in part because of her 87-year-old
active-League-member aunt. She attended one
of the recent get-togethers at “the chocolate
shop” that LWVJC has sponsored and learned
about ways to get involved. What made sense to
her about League—and what has come to guide
the information she provides on the Strong
WoMen members’ website—is choice, the
variety of options available to anyone who
wants to do something. For those who wish to
act in nonpartisan fashion, League supports
voter registration, forum attendance and
moderating, chapter membership and ofFiceholding, and, always, committee work. (Of
course, for those whose strong belief in League
positions informs their partisanship, there’s
phoning, door-knocking, protesting, letterwriting, donating, and just showing up to
become an informed citizen.)
For Anne, voting is the key to citizen
participation in government, and her speciFic
League goal is to participate in our voter
registration efforts, especially with high school
and college students.
Meanwhile, however, she’s still teaching—
educating Cornell College students in math
methods. Her husband farms many acres,
including land from long-standing family farms,
and Anne is on call to help out, as in driving the
combine last fall (not so easy—all those gears
and levers? and straight crop rows?). In
addition to the disposer-installing daughter, the
Spencers have a son and another daughter, both

of whom undoubtedly have equally useful
talents. Despite responsibilities in these many
areas, Anne is determined to Fit voter
registration into her schedule, perhaps this fall.
We in League rarely need operators of heavy
machinery, but we welcome Anne Spencer
anyway—as one who is well equipped for the
heavy lifting of promoting good government.
Gail Zlatnik

Voting—it’s not a use-it-orlose-it status
Supreme Court upholds
unreasonable voter purge standard
"The Supreme Court's ruling on voter purging is
a terrible precedent to set, even worse than
ruling that corporations are people when it
comes to contributing to campaigns,"
stated Mary Rae Bragg, president of LWVIA.
"National is right on when it fears the 'opening
door'."
The LWVUS published the following press
release on 6/11/2018:
High Court Decision Will Disenfranchise
Millions in Upcoming Elections
Washington, DC and Columbus, Ohio –
Today, the Supreme Court ruled against Ohio
voters by upholding the state's purging practice
for those voters who did not vote in a single
election in the case of Husted v. A. Phillip
Randolph Institute.
“The Supreme Court got this one wrong. The
right to vote is not ‘use it or lose it’,” said Chris
Carson, president of the League of Women
Voters of the United States. “The public trust in
the fairness of our elections is badly shaken.
This decision will fuel the Fire of voter
suppressors across the country who want to
make sure their chosen candidates win
reelection—no matter what the voters say.”
The League of Women Voters of the United
States, the League of Women Voters of Ohio,
and the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU
School of Law previously Filed a friend of the
court brief in the case, arguing that the state’s
connued on page 5
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purge process which could be initiated after a
voter missed a single federal election, violated
the National Voter Registration Act. Ohio’s
voter purge practice, kept hundreds of
thousands of eligible, registered voters from
participating in the 2016 elections.
“Not only did Ohio voters not Find justice
today, but the high court has opened up the
opportunity for extreme voter purging to
continue in Ohio, which could spread to other
states,” said Jen Miller, Executive Director of
the League of Women Voters of Ohio. "Today’s
decision further undermines the National Voter
Registration Act's protections for duly
registered voters, which will increase voter
confusion and provisional ballot counts in the
fall. We encourage Ohio voters to conFirm their
registration ahead of this fall’s elections and to
join the League as volunteers register and reregister eligible voters.”
“While this is disappointing, Ohio is one of
only a few states that used failure to vote as a
trigger for kicking someone off the rolls,” said
Myrna Pé rez, Director of the Voting Rights and
Elections Project at the Brennan Center for
Justice. “Our worry is that other states will take
this decision as a green light to implement
more aggressive voter purges as the 2018
elections loom.”
“A democracy is strongest when every voice
can be heard – when every eligible voter can
cast their vote and have it counted,” Carson
said. “The League of Women Voters will
continue to Fight for voting rights, for equality
at the ballot box, and equal representation in
government.”
Mary Rae Bragg and Chris Carson

Does something on this list
pique your interest?
Here are our LWVJC committees of
volunteers! It’s surprising how many League
members it can take behind the scenes. Only
one of these (the Nominating Committee) is all
appointed, but all of the others, whether
Website: www.lwvjc.org

seemingly large or small, welcome newcomers.
If you Find a group you’d like to join, do
contact Co-President Syndy Conger (at
Syndymc67@gmail.com). She is currently
updating the list and will put you in touch the
committee chair.
2018-2019 LWVJC Committees & Members
Advocacy
Nancy Porter, Chair
Gail Ardery
Barb Beaumont
Syndy Conger
Helen Dailey
Sue Dvorsky
Susan Enzle
Talor Gray
Della McGrath
Audrey Moeller
Cindy Riley
Hazel Seaba
Ann Wade
Gail Zlatnik

Century of Impact (centennial planning)
Syndy Conger, Chair
Helen Dailey
Pat Jensen
Jean Lloyd-Jones
Linda Meloy
Nancy Ridenour
Gaylen Wobeter

Communication, Social Media
and News Releases—Linda Schreiber
Website Support—Cindy Riley
Event and Speaker Planning
Linda Schreiber, Chair
Lee Wood
Cathy Eisenhofer (Fall)
Advocacy Chair (Legislative lunch)
Century of Impact Committee (Feb. 14, July 4)
Holiday Brunch (Dec. 1)

Finance Committees
Budget
Polly Horton, Chair
Kathy Penningroth
Linda Kroon
Linda Meloy

Fundraising
Katy Hansen
Judy Pfohl
Oaknoll Team

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Forums, Candidate and Races
Paula Vaughan, Chair
Bev Brink
Helen Dailey
Lee Wood

Not-for-proFit structure
(501c3) IA
Linda Meloy

Planned Giving (new)
University Outreach/
N.E.W. Iowa Leadership

Membership
General Membership

Melanie Gross
Linda Kroon

Katy Hansen, Chair
Dixie Cassady

VOTE411
Cathy Eisenhofer, Chair
Polly Horton
Patty McCarthy
Nancy Porter
Linda Schreiber
Dhuha Tawil
Paula Vaughan

Committee Membership
Hazel Seaba

Nominating Committee
Nancy Lynch, Chair
Alison Smith
LWVJC Board Appointee

Not-for-proFit structure (501c4)
Cathy Eisenhofer
Marlene Perrin
Miriam Timmer-Hackert

Voter Registration
Susan Enzle, Chair
Barbara Beaumont
Collette Brodersen

Syndy Conger
Helen Dailey
Sue Dvorsky
Simon Frierson
Diana Henry
Sharon Lake
Diane Mirr
Nancy Pacha
Cindy Riley
Margaret Winkler
Eliza Willis
Lee Wood

Water Quality Advocates – LWV
UMRR ILO
Cathy Eisenhofer, Chair
Sandy Keller
Linda Levey
Kelly Teeselink
Paula Vaughan
Lee Wood
(June 2018)

Calendar of Events
2018
Saturday, June 23

Time
12 – 5 p.m.

Location
Mercer Park Iowa City

Program
Voter Registration
Juneteenth Celebration

Thursday, June 28 –
Sunday July 1

All day June 29-30
8 a.m. to noon July 1

Chicago Hilton, 720 S.
Michigan Ave., Chicago IL

LWVUS 2018
Convention

Tuesday, July 17

5:30 – 7 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room E

LWVJC
Board Meeting*

Saturday, August 11,
2018

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Meeting Room D

LWVIA
Board Meeting

Wednesday, August 15

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Room TBA

LWVJC
Board Meeting*

Wednesday, August 22

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Terry Trueblood Recreation
Center

LWVJC Reception and
Membership Drive

Tuesday, August 28,
2018

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Iowa Memorial Union
125 N Madison St., IC

Univ. Volunteer
Fair and Blood Drive

Tuesday, September 18

5:30 – 7 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Room TBA

LWVJC
Board Meeting*

Tuesday, September 25

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Key sites in Johnson County

National Voter
Registration Day

Tuesday, October 16

TBA

TBA

Candidate Race
Forum

Wednesday, October 17

12 – 1:30 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Room TBA

LWVJC
Board Meeting*

Thursday, October 18

TBA

TBA

Candidate Race
Forum

*LWVJC Board meetings will alternate between Wednesday 12 p.m. and Tuesday 5:30 p.m.
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Annual Meeting Gallery

League members gathered at the Kirkwood Room to adopt a budget and vote to elect board members. Members were also
updated on the League’s eﬀorts to commemorate the founding of the League of Women Voters. Top le: Susan Engle,
Namoi Novak and Katy Hansen visit before dinner. Top right: Paula Vaughan and Polly Horton pause for a photo. Middle
le: Zack Kucharski Describes the Gaze2e’s new project, Iowa Ideas, a statewide conference dedicated to introduce new
ideas to Iowans covering a wide range of topics and numerous subject tracks. Middle right: Barbara Haring (le) visits with
Diana Henry about a member proﬁle while Laura Twing (center) looks on. Bo2om le: Annual mee7ng speaker Gaze2e Execu7ve Editor Zack Kucharski. Bo2om middle: Syndy Conger and Gaylen Wobeter announce centennial plans. Bo2om right:
New LWVJC Board members (le to right) Kelly Teeselink, Hazel Seaba, Miriam Timmer-Hackert and Cathy Eisenhofer, copresident.

August VOTER Deadline:
July 20, for July 27 distribution—last Friday of the month
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