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NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.
The January deadline is Dec. 21 for
Dec. 28 distribu)on.

League of Women Voters Johnson County, Iowa
Empower Voters. Defend Democracy. VOTE!
All year long, League volunteers have been registering voters,
reaching out to candidates to provide more information on
VOTE411.org than ever before, and hosting numerous forums so that
voters could learn about the issues and engage with the politicians
looking to represent them. In addition to the General Election, several
local Special Elections were added, and League volunteers once again
organized.
Johnson County saw a very high voter turnout of more than 72
percent, or 68,163 people. In 2014, the last general election in a nonpresidential year, Johnson County saw a turnout of just over 59 percent.
Go to https://www.johnson-county.com/auditor/returns/2018General
ElectionResultsSum.pdf and see how Johnson County voted. Local
government representatives in general have expressed top priorities
include a need to focus on poverty issues, helping people raise wages
and access to affordable housing. Additionally, concerns about managed
care, child mental health services and balancing the budget are on the
list.
Nov. 6 was a historic day. More women were elected to of*ice than
ever before. Iowa had no women in the governor's ofAice or Congress as
of 2014; now there are two female U.S. representatives, one senator and
the governor. When the Iowa Legislature convenes in January for its
2019 session, GOP lawmakers will hold a 54-46 margin over Democrats
in the House and a 32-18 margin over Democrats in the Senate. That
represents a loss of Aive GOP seats in the House and a gain of three
Republican seats in the Senate. There will be record 45 women serving
in the upcoming Iowa Legislature — 33 in the 100-member House and
11 in the 50-member Senate.
So what are LWVIA and LWVJC’s TOP PRIORITIES for 88th Iowa
General Assembly—2019 Iowa Legislature?
Automatic reinstatement of voting rights for people with felony
convictions upon release from incarceration. Iowa and Kentucky are
the only two states that permanently ban all individuals with a felony
conviction from voting unless the Governor restores the right to
vote. The Legislature needs to take quick action to adopt changes in
Iowa law and pass a constitutional amendment that can be presented to
the voters in 2022.
Protect Iowa’s judicial nominating process and
connued on page 2
Website: www.lwvjc.org
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redistricting process, both of which are
national models. Partisan politics has no place
in either process, and Iowa’s current system
ensures that there is a balanced, fair, and nonpartisan approach to selecting judges and
redrawing our political landscape.
Increase the state sales tax to create a
stable, suf*icient, and dedicated funding
source for water quality. The Legislature
needs to ensure REAP is fully funded at no less
than $20 million.
Address the income cliff for childcare
assistance. Working families should not be
forced to choose between affordable childcare
and job advancements that would make them
ineligible for childcare assistance. Tiering the
assistance in a way that allows parents to move
up their career ladder without an immediate
loss in childcare creates a path to independence
that the state should support.
We are so proud of this organization and our
dedicated network of volunteers, supporters,
and engagers. Thank you for registering voters.
Thank you for your dedication to becoming
informed! And thank you for turning out and
getting it done!
Syndy Conger and Cathy Eisenhofer
Co-Presidents, LWVJC

LWVIA Newsletter
Leaguers can read the LWVIA Fall Voter
newsletter online.

2109 LWV Appointment
Calendars available
Please place your order for the 2019 League
calendar by emailing Barbara Haring at
b.haring@mchsi.com or calling 351-4164. The
cost is $7 each (same as last year), plus a
shipping and handling fee.

LWV Brand Standards
LWVIA Fall Voter reminds us LWVUS has
retired the box logo and adopted new materials.
They also remind League members:

OUR MISSION
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.
OUR VISION
We envision a democracy where every person
has the desire, the right, the knowledge
and the conAidence to participate.
OUR VALUE
We believe in the power of women to create a
more perfect democracy.

CCC Book Club to meet Nov. 26
Only Aive members attended the Carrie
Chapman Catt (CCC) Book Club meeting in the
Coralville Library, on a very dark and rainy
evening, but we did make some decisions.
Future meetings will be held at Oaknoll,
where Katy Hansen will secure a meeting room
for us. This will be a convenient place to meet
and possibly a few other League members/
Oaknoll residents will be able to join us. We
have changed the meeting night from the
4th Tuesday to the 4th Monday of the month,
the only exception being the 3rd Monday in
December, the 17th, due to the Christmas
holidays. The time is the same 7 - 8:30 p.m.
After some discussion and lobbying about
which book to read next, we decided to read Jon
Meacham's "The Soul of America: The Battle for
Our Better Angels." Perhaps you are familiar
with Meacham and with his new book, which
was published in 2018. There are seven
lengthy chapters in this book, and we will
proceed one chapter a month. We will Ainish
this book in seven months and then choose
another. Linda Schreiber volunteered to lead
the discussion of the prologue and chapter 1 at
our Nov. 26 meeting. We will choose discussion
leaders for the following months at the
November meeting.
I called Prairie Lights and they currently
have four copies in stock. They will gladly order
more as the need arises. You can read reviews
of this book online. Meacham, a noted American
historian, goes into our country's history to
show us how we overcame dark spots. such as
we have now.
I hope to see you all Monday, Nov. 26, at
Oaknoll and hope this book informs and
enlightens us and provides good discussion and
connued on page 3
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time either in December or early January.

connued from page 2

ideas for how to go forward in the present.
Our next meeting will be held Monday, Dec.
17.
Gaylen Wobeter

League members meet
Saturday, Dec. 1 for Brunch
The annual LWVJC December Brunch is
Saturday, Dec. 1, at the Elks Club, 637 Foster
Road, Iowa City. You won’t want to miss this
opportunity. Rep. Mary Mascher will introduce
our guest speaker, Iowa Medical Correction
Center Warden Jim McKinney, who will address
life outside the walls.
Check in at 9:15 a.m. The cost is $20 payable
at the door. Cash, check or credit card (plus
processing fee) will be accepted. Brunch will be
served at 9:30 a.m. including (gluten-free/
vegetarian) quiche, cinnamon roll, fruit and
beverage, will be served at 9:30 a.m.
LWVJC Board member Linda Meloy will give
a brief centennial book report before Mr.
McKinney speaks.
Polly Horton

Meet New LWVJC Members
Mary Currin
Robin Abbott
Jessica Bowes

Voter Registration
“Life can only be understood backwards, but
it must be lived forwards.”
Soren Kierkegaard
I am inviting interested LWVJC members,
members of this year’s Voter Registration
Committee and those who are not, to gather and
to look back with respect to the 2018 Voter
Registration Drive to review what we did this
past year and to use that understanding to
decide what our plan for voter registration will
be going forward into 2019 and 2020. If you are
interested in being a part of this discussion,
please let me know by phone or email as soon
as possible. I will schedule the gathering for a
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Issues to consider are:
• What were the parameters used in deciding
who, where and when we should offer voter
registration? Should we use the same or
different parameters?

How do we measure “success?” Is it simply
the number of people we register at any
particular event, or is it who we are registering,
or is it both? Is it something else?
•

How did the “soft” introduction of the Voter
Registration Act inAluence voter registration
this year? How do we think voting will be
affected in 2019 if the Act is implemented as
originally crafted or in an amended form as
happened in 2018 after the Iowa Supreme Court
rulings? What can we do to prepare voters for
full implementation of this Act?
•

Should we offer additional services? Perhaps
it would be educational materials pertaining to
LWVIA priority legislative areas, or more basic
civics teaching about the importance of voting
and the ways in which voting can be
encouraged or discouraged (suppressed) by
legislation.
•

What speciAically do we want to do in 2019
when there will be school and city elections?
How does that differ or relate to what we will
do in 2020, a General Presidential Election?
•

I want to hear your thoughts about LWVJC
past and future voter registration drives, in
order to craft a voter registration drive that will
live forwards into 2019-2020.
I leave with you the Ainal results for Johnson
County Voter Registration and Voting in the
General Election of November 6, 2018, which
are found on the Johnson County Auditor’s
website (www.jcauditor.com)
Johnson County had the most registered
voters ever for a non-Presidential Election:
94,106.
•

Johnson County set a record for voter turnout in a non-Presidential Year Election: 72.54
percent
•

•

35,347 absentee ballots were requested of

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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which 34,119 were returned for a return rate of
97 percent.
Absentee Ballots/Early Voting accounted for
50 percent of all ballots cast in Johnson County.
•

The League of Women Voters of Johnson
County played a part in bringing numbers to
new levels by registering 821 voters in 2018
and assisting voters in completing 130 absentee
ballot requests.
Contact me to volunteer at senzle@msn.com
or 319-330-8618 (cell) or 319-466-7531
(home).
Susan Enzle,
Voter Registration

Voter Services
Local Government matters! Make an
Informed Vote on December 18! Please join us
for this important event.
Candidate Forum for the Johnson County
Board of Supervisors Special Election will be
held Tuesday, Dec. 5, from 7 - 8:30 p.m., in
Emma Harvat Hall, City Hall, 410 E. Washington
St., Iowa City.
Legislative Forums are a great way to
spend winter, Saturday mornings, from 9:30 11:30 a.m. All are free and open to the public.
Bring your friends and neighbors.
• Jan. 26, Iowa City City Hall, Education
Focus
• Feb. 23, Coralville Public Library,
Environmental Topics
• March 23, North Liberty City Hall, Labor,
Housing and Community Focus
Ask your questions, enjoy refreshments and
hear directly from your state legislators.
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services

88th Iowa General Assembly
To view deadlines for the 2019 Iowa Legislature
Session Timetable (note subject to change) click
the link below:
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/
publications/SESTT/current.pdf

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Jean Donham led a discussion to help League members
idenfy the diﬀerence between real and “Fake News” at
the November Making Connecons meeng.

Making Connections
Jean Donham, retired professor of
Library Studies at the University of, Northern
Iowa, shared her research on “What Drives Fake
News” with 17 LWVJC members at our Making
Connections meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 14.
She referenced two texts, “Fake News,
Propaganda and Plain Old Lies: How to Find
Information in the Digital Age” by Donald A.
Barclay and “Truth Decay” by Jennifer
Kavannagh and Michael D. Rich, which
addressed the diminishing role of facts and
analysis by the general public in viewing news.
Jean emphasized our personal responsibility
in discerning difference between news and
entertainment. She shared the website https://
cornellcollege.libguides.com/fakenews which
opens its overview with the quote: “In 1985,
media theorist Neil Postman predicted that we
were set to fall prey to ‘amusing ourselves to
death’ by confusing news and entertainment.
The 24-hour news, intentional publishing of
fake news, echo chambers, satire interpreted as
news, opportunities for anyone to be a
publisher—all place the burden of Ainding truth
on the information consumer. We will explore
aspects of fake news—political, scientiAic/
medical and cultural, considered in the context
of a free press and freedom of speech.”
Making Connections meets at Club Moeller
(home of Audrey Moeller), 445 Breconshire
Lane, and Coralville from 5 – 7 p.m. with social
time from 5 – 5:30 p.m. Check the calendar of
events in the Voter for our next meeting.

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Vote411.org Update
VOTE411.org had some celebrity
inAluencers promoting the website this election
season!
From Sarah Jessica Parker’s Instagram: “We
still have time. More for some than others. We
still live in a democracy. But we are testing her.
Check out your local deadlines for registering.
And as my wise mother taught me long ago if
you have any questions about registering or
voting go to @leagueofwomenvoters”
From “Time” magazine about John Oliver’s
“Last Week Tonight” show: “In an act of
encouragement for voters to take just two short
minutes to research the candidates, Oliver
ended his show a little bit early so people could
visit Vote411.org to look up their local
elections.”
From Amy Schumer’s Instagram: “Happy
Election Eve! You can look up your polling
place + hours by texting LOCATION to 21333.
And you can look up a sample ballot to be
prepared at vote411.org/ballot.”
VOTE411.org Post-Election Numbers
The VOTE411.org voter education website
had its most successful election cycle ever! This
year, nearly 5.5 million voters turned to
VOTE411 to Aind the election information they
needed before casting their ballot—an increase
of more than 1 million voters, compared to the
2016 Presidential Election Cycle.
Thanks to the more than 300 state and local

Leagues who participated in the VOTE411
voters’ guide program this year, these voters
were able to Aind the candidate information
that appeared on their speciAic ballots. In the
areas where no state or local League was
providing the candidate information on the site,
LWVEF was able to Aill in the gaps and provide
comprehensive candidate information for all
Federal, Statewide, and State Legislative
candidates as well. In the end, VOTE411
provided candidate information in all 50 states
and D.C., covering more than 24,000 candidates
in over 14,000 races across the country.
Voters were also able to Aind the League
sponsored candidate debates and forums in
their area on the site. Leagues hosted almost
1,000 debates and forums which were
published on the site this cycle.
As election laws were changing, even up to
a couple of weeks before the General Election,
VOTE411 made sure that all voters in all states
found the most accurate and up-to-date
information about the rules in their speciAic
state. With new Congressional districts being
drawn this year, voters in many states said the
ability to view the candidates on their speciAic
ballot took the guesswork out of which district
they were able to vote in each election during
the cycle.
LWVJC is pleased to be part of the
VOTE411.org national team. This year we had
38 percent more sessions compared to the
connued on page 6
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2016 election cycle which is AMAZING! We’ve
never seen a midterm outperform the
Presidential Election cycle and we are very proud
of our work. Thank you to the VOTE411
Committee. Thank you to League members who
took the challenge and encouraged VOTE411
participation, turning out and getting it done!
Cathy Eisenhofer
VOTE411.org

Meet a Member — Susan Craig
In your eternal quest for wisdom, you have to
make choices: Scaling the mountain to Aind the
waiting guru is one option, but there’s a far, far
easier one, right here in this mountainless city—
go to the Iowa City Public Library! There you can
Aind, in one format or another, every bit of
wisdom ever recorded in the history of literate
humanity.
You can also Aind—if you hurry—Susan Craig,
ICPL’s director since 1994, who will retire at the
end of this year after nearly 44 years altogether at
the library. A conversation with Susan is rather
like a chat with a guru [author’s note: assumption
here about guru chats]. She is calm, grounded,
smart, thoughtful, and informed—and also
completely enamored of libraries, especially Iowa
City’s.
Susan’s Airst public library was in Waterloo,
Iowa, where she grew up. Her family’s budget
encouraged access to the library’s endless supply
of free books (including that lengthy, engrossing
series starring mystery-solver Sue Barton,
student nurse. Remember her?). Susan speaks
with some fervor of Andrew Carnegie, who
realized that a public library was essential, not
just for his education as the child of a poor family,
but for communities all over the US, including
Iowa City. The IC Carnegie building still stands,
long since outgrown by the library, and Susan
cites the drive to create the current building as
perhaps the most difAicult time in her tenure.
Even the failure of a citywide vote on an extensive
plan–of which a new library would be only a
part—didn’t discourage her faith in our
community’s readers: she knew they wanted a
library! The result—today’s well-used building
(750,000 annual visits!)—continues to serve us
Website: www.lwvjc.org

effectively, she says.
It’s easy to envision
Susan as a
mediating presence
at a time of civic
disagreements.
The library’s
service, and Susan’s
own, are guided by
her belief in the
unique functions of
a public library: it is
public, open to all, a
space where
everyone is welcome
Susan Craig
to free access to
knowledge of all sorts. The huge ICPL
community includes people of all ages,
backgrounds, economic status, ethnicities, and
abilities; Susan adds any qualiAier you might
think of. The children’s facilities are so busy
that they may need expansion in the future.
Access to computers and to the internet was
not something Carnegie would have dreamed
of, but Susan stresses their importance to many
library patrons.
Susan has a non-library life, of course, and a
busy one (mention almost any recent book and
she knows it—and it may well be “on my list,”
as she says). Besides reading, she gardens,
skillfully enough to have been on the Project
GREEN garden tour, and she quilts, with enough
interest to be a member of the Old Capitol
Quilters Guild. One of her retirement goals is to
become even more adept at quilting; one of the
reasons to do so is a baby granddaughter who
will certainly have a need for grandmotherly
quilted contributions. Susan has several
grandchildren, in virtual stair steps from little
Susanna to the mid-teens, most of them nearby,
and they undoubtedly beneAit from the same
wise perspective that has guided our library for
so long.
And the League? Susan sees the League and
the public library as having the same goal—an
informed citizenry. She has been a League
member for many years—all librarians should
be League members, she says—and has served
on the LWVJC board of directors. She hopes that

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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her retirement will allow her more time to
attend events, perhaps to work on voter
registration, possibly the Carrie Chapman Catt
book club.
The Johnson County League has been a

virtual “incubator” of wise women, and soon
we’ll have another, informed and seasoned by
her long tenure in Iowa City’s treasured public
library. It’s obvious: ICPL’s loss will be the
League’s gain.
Gail Zlatnik

League Legislative Lunch — Wednesday, Nov. 13

Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Calendar of Events
2018-2019

Time

Locaon

Program

Saturday, Dec. 1

9 – 11 a.m.

December Brunch
Speakers TBA

Monday, Dec. 3

1 – 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 5

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Elk’s Club
637 Foster Road, IC
52245
Coralville Public Library
Room A
1401 Fi;h St.
City Hall
410 E. Washington St.

Monday, Dec. 10

630 – 8:00 p.m.

Iowa City Public Library
Room E

Monday, Dec. 17

7- 9:00 p.m.

Oaknoll Spring Building
4th ﬂoor, Meeng Room B

Monday, Jan. 14

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
1401 Fi;h St.

Saturday, Jan. 26

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Iowa City City Hall
410 E. Washington St.

Legislave Forum:
Educaon

Monday, Jan. 28

7- 9:00 p.m.

Oaknoll Spring Building
4th ﬂoor, Meeng Room B

Saturday, Jan. 19

10 a.m.

Cedar Rapids Human Resources Bldg

CCC Book Club – The Soul of
America, The BaCle for Our
BeCer Angels
LWVIA Board Meeng

Wednesday, Feb. 20

7 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Des Moines Capitol Bldg.

LWVIA Capitol Day

Saturday, Feb. 23

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Legislave Forum
Environmental Issues

Monday, Feb. 25

7- 9:00 p.m.

Coralville Public Library
Schwab Auditorium
1401 Fi;h St.
Oaknoll Spring Building
4th ﬂoor, Meeng Room B

Saturday, March 16

10 a.m.

Iowa City

Saturday, March 23

9:30 – 11:30

Legislave Forum
Community Organizaons

Saturday, May 18

10 a.m.

North Liberty City Hall
3 Quail Creek Circle
Highway 965
Iowa City

Wednesday, June 8

10 a.m.

Ames

LWVIA State Convenon

LWV UMRR ILO
Sponsored Water
Quality Workshop
Candidate Forum:
Johnson Co. Supervisors
Special Elecon
LWVJC Board Meeng
CCC Book Club - The Soul of
America, The BaCle for Our
BeCer Angels
LWVJC Board Meeng

CCC Book Club – The Soul of
America, The BaCle for Our
BeCer Angels
LWVIA Board Meeng

LWVIA Board Meeng

January VOTER Deadline:
Dec. 21 - 5 p.m., for Dec. 28 distribution—last Friday of the month

Website: www.lwvjc.org
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Monday, Dec. 3
Coralville Public Library - Room A
1401 Fifth St, Coralville

health. How should these discussions be
framed? How can the renter protect both the
rented land and his bottom line? What will be the
farming legacy of these rented lands?

Speakers:
Mike Delaney, Izaak Walton League Upper
Mississippi River Initiative Field Organizer, Lonni
McCauley, League of Women Voters Upper
Mississippi River Region Action Chair

The Izaak Walton League (aka "the Ikes")
received a grant from the McKnight Foundation
and is developing workshops to provide
landowners with this information. The LWV UMRR
is working with the Ikes in our four-state area, with
a goal of Ainding member Leagues to work with
local Ike chapters put on these workshops
throughout the watershed. Both organizations
extend the invitation to this meeting in Coralville
so we can meet each other and set up the
groundwork for local workshop planning.

Agenda
1 p.m. - Light refreshments
1:25 p.m. – Introductions
1:30 p.m. – Speakers
2:15 p.m. – Audience questions and discussion
2:30 p.m. – Adjourn
Throughout the Midwest, absentee
landownership of farm land is common. In some
places, more than half the farmland is rented. The
management of this land is critical - land owners
must work with their renters to develop contracts
that reward good stewardship and build soil

Website: www.lwvjc.org

The Coralville Public Library is close to I-80 just
northeast of Iowa City. It offers free parking and a
large, comfortable room for our use. Click
Upcoming Events for a printable Alyer you can use
to share the information with others. We also have
made this an event on Facebook - like us and help
spread the word!

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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