The Voter
January 2019

NOTE: The Voter is issued on the last
Friday of the month to provide readers
advance no)ce of upcoming ac)vi)es.
The February deadline is Jan. 25 for
Feb. 1 distribu)on.

League of Women
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. VOTE!
January 2019 is a perfect time to provide a reminder of who the
League of Women Voters is:
We believe in the persuasive power of individual women and men to
create a more perfect democracy.
We are proud to be a nonpartisan organization, neither supporting
nor opposing candidates or political parties at any level of government,
but always working on vital issues of concern to members and the
public.
We believe that joining the League of Women Voters is a great way to
get involved in your community and play an active role in our
democracy.
Our volunteers work year-round to register new voters, host
community forums and debates, and provide voters with election
information they need. We engage at the local and state levels on
legislative priorities and efforts to improve our elections.
In 2019, the Iowa Legislature will be in session from Jan. 14, 2019,
through May 3, 2019. SO LET'S GET STARTED!
Legislative Forums:
Jan. 26, IC City Hall, focus on Education
Feb. 23, Coralville Public Library, focus on Environment
March 23, North Liberty City Hall, focus on Labor, Housing,
Community Services
Capitol Day:
Feb. 20, Des Moines Capitol Building, focus on 2018 LWVIA
Legislative Priorities and meet legislators.
LWVUS - Our Vision: We envision a democracy where every person
has the desire, the right, the knowledge and the con?idence to
participate.
Syndy and I are looking forward to your involvement in 2019.
Syndy Conger and Cathy Eisenhofer
Co-Presidents, LWVJC

Annual Fund Drive sustains the
League of Women Voters of Johnson County
With only about 20 percent of your LWVJC dues available to cover
the expenses of our local League, support derived from the annual fund
drive is essential for continuing operations. If you have not already
connued on page 2
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Board of Directors - FY2019
Co-President - Syndy Conger
Syndymc67@gmail.com
Co-President - Cathy Eisenhofer,
cathyeisenhofer@gmail.com
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SENZLE@msn.com
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Kelly Teeselink
kelly.teeselink@gmail.com
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done so, please return the form you received in
early December with your contribution and also
consider a tax-deductible contribution to the
LWVJC Educational Fund.
Need a new contribution form? Email
cathyeisenhofer@gmail.com.
Syndy Conger and Cathy Eisenhofer
LWVJC co-presidents

You are invited to honor longterm League members Jan. 23
The LWVJC Century of Impact Committee
has been meeting for two years devising various
ways to commemorate the upcoming 100th
birthday of our local League. One effort toward
this goal is a collection of pro?iles, “Collective
Memories: On Being in League,” which will be
available online or in print. Nine long-term local
League members were interviewed by newer
League members and the result is a memorable
collection of their involvement in various
aspects of the League.
All League members are invited to a
reception in their honor Wednesday, Jan. 23,
5:30 – 7 p.m. at Oaknoll Retirement Residence
in the Pat Heiden Community Room B. Informal
conversation will highlight those involved in
this project, interviewers and interviewees.
Light appetizers and a cash bar will be available.
There is no cost to attend the reception.
“Collective Memories: On Being in League” will
be available for purchase at $10 each, cash or
check. (No credit cards, please.)
We encourage everyone to attend the
reception and share memories and celebrate
the accomplishments of our League and enjoy
the fellowship of other Leaguers.
Gaylen Wobeter

Carrie Chapman Catt Book Club
The book club is open to all. Copies of the
book are available at community libraries or for
purchase at local book stores. At our last
meeting, Nancy Porter reviewed chapter 2, “The
Long Shadow of Appomattox.” The next meeting
will be held Monday, Jan. 28, from 7—8:30 p.m.,
at Oaknoll, Gaylen Wobeter will lead discussion
Website: www.lwvjc.org

of chapter 3.
The group is reading Jon Meacham,’s book,
“The Soul of America,” a story of our country
and its struggle to deliver the promise of the
Declaration of Independence. Meacham
identi?ies periods of U.S. history and human
events alternating cycles. He gives readers a
long-term perspective of American history and
a reason to believe the soul of America is
ultimately one of kindness and caring, not
rancor and paranoia. The book surveys the
history of our political divides and highlights
overcoming injustice to hope, thus encouraging
our better angels to prevail.
Race is often at the core of this book. The
civil rights movement created hope that some
semblance of racial justice could be forged. The
book also chronicles other momentous
developments: women’s suffrage, ignited at
Seneca Falls and fueled by Susan B. Anthony;
Teddy Roosevelt’s “melting pot” view of
immigration; the rise and fall of populists Huey
Long and Eugene McCarthy; Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s contribution to the nation — “a
spirit of optimism forged in his own
experience.” Meacham shows how the Ku Klux
Klan rose and fell and rose and fell again, how
fear and the compulsion to exploit fear by
manipulative leaders threatened to overcome
those who refused to give in to it.
Ultimately, Meacham believes the nation will
move beyond division. His book is a reminder
that the country has a history of returning to its
core values of freedom and equality after
enduring periods of distraction and turmoil.
To ?ind our better angels, Meacham advices
readers to: enter the arena, resist tribalism,
respect facts and deploy reason, ?ind a critical
balance and keep history in mind.
Linda Schreiber

Meet new LWVJC Members
Jean Dunham
Dakota Wright

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Voter Registration
Happy New Year!
We will launch our 2019 Voter Registration
Drive on Jan. 21, Martin Luther King Day, which
will be closely followed by registering students
at the University of Iowa on Jan. 23. (See below
for details.)
Update on the Status of Iowa’s Voter
Identi<ication Law:
Implementation of Iowa’s 2017 Voter
Registration Act in 2018 was supposed to be a
relatively smooth rollout of the new
requirements for voter registration and voter
veri?ication that would then be fully
implemented in 2019. However, halfway
through 2018 the Iowa Supreme Court
temporarily blocked certain sections of the law.
The period for early voting went from 40 days
to 29 days. Auditors could not reject an
absentee ballot request because the signature
on the request did not match the signature on
record. Whether or not these speci?ic changes
become permanent will depend upon whether
or not the League of United Latin American
Citizens of Iowa (LULAC) and Iowa State
University student, Taylor Blair, are successful
in overturning the 2017 law in court. Clearly,
watchful waiting is in order. Stay posted.
Voter ID Requirements in 2019:
Voters will be required to show proof of ID
at the polls in order to vote.
Acceptable forms of Voter ID in 2019 are the
following:
• Iowa Driver’s License
• Iowa Non-Operator’s License
• U.S. Military ID
• U.S. Passport
• Tribal ID
• Veteran’s ID
• Voter ID Card
Anyone who does not have the necessary ID will
be offered a provisional ballot but will need to
bring into the Auditor’s Of?ice an of?icial
document that proves their residency before
the time of the county canvass of votes, which is
noon on the Monday following an election.
Election Day registration is still allowed
under Iowa law but has additional

requirements for proof of identity. Signing an
oath to verify identity will no longer be an option.
Save the Dates to Register Voters:
In early January I will send out an email asking
for volunteers to register voters for these two
events:
What: Martin Luther King Day Observance
When: Monday, Jan. 21
Where: Mercer Aquatic Center, 2701
Bradford Drive, Iowa City
Time: 9 a.m. to 1p.m.
What: University of Iowa Student Fair
When: Wednesday, Jan. 23
Where: Iowa Memorial Union, 125 N.
Madison St., Iowa City
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Voter Registration Committee Planning
Meeting for 2019:
Keep a watchful eye on your email for an
invitation to come to the Voter Registration
Committee Planning Meeting in late January or
early February. Come with ideas for registering
voters as well as empowering voters beyond
registration. We will consider new venues,
additional voter services, and get an update on
rules for voter registration and voting in 2019.
I will send out an email to all Voter
Registration Committee members regarding the
date, time and place for this meeting. If you
would like to come to the meeting but are not
currently a member of the Voter Registration
Committee, please contact me at
senzle@msn.com or 319.330.8618 (cell) or
319.466.7531 (home), and I will send the
meeting announcement to you, too.
Susan Enzle,
Voter Registration

Voter Services
Legislative Forums are a great way to spend
winter Saturday mornings, 9:30-11:30
a.m. League forums are free and open to the
public. Bring your friends and neighbors.
Jan. 26, 2019, Focus on Education, Iowa City
City Hall, 410 E Washington St., co-sponsors:
Iowa City Community School District, Iowa City
Education Association, American Association of
connued on page 4

Website: www.lwvjc.org
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University Professors, University of Iowa Public
Policy Center’s Social and Education Research
Program. The forum will be moderated by Hazel
Seaba, League member.
Feb. 23, Environmental Topics, Coralville
Public Library.
March 23, Labor, Housing, Community North
Liberty City Hall.
Ask your questions, enjoy refreshments and
hear directly from your state legislators.
Paula Vaughan
Voter Services

Century of Impact update

domestic pets
•

Veteran inmates running a franchise
business in the IMCC to raise money
donations for Iowa Veterans organizations

•

Inside/Outside Choir

•

Offering University of Iowa classes for credit

Good things are changing the attitudes of
people in prison. The inmates are future
community members, who will need to
integrate back into society. The prison
experience should give people the best chance
on release to integrate into society. McKinney
works to make a small difference every day.

Clari?ication regarding the LWVJC handout
provided at the December Brunch: Voter
registration activities and candidate forums/
information are contained in a different chapter
of the book than the one with all the local
League study-in-action activities. I failed to
make that clear in my introduction to the book
and the handout about our own local League's
work across the years.
Linda Meloy, author
Century of Impact: A Centennial History
of the League of Women Voters of Iowa

McKinney’s presentation was timely, as the
LWV of Iowa recently announced the 20192020 Legislative Priorities: automatic
reinstatement of voting rights for people with
felony convictions upon release from
incarceration.

IMCC works

•

Automatic reinstatement of voting
rights for people with felony convictions
upon release from incarceration. Iowa
and Kentucky are the only two states that
permanently ban all individuals with a
felony conviction from voting unless the
Governor restores the right to vote. The
Legislature needs to take quick action to
adopt changes in Iowa law and pass a
constitutional amendment that can be
presented to the voters in 2022.

•

Protect Iowa’s judicial nominating
process and redistricting process, both of
which are national models. Partisan politics
has no place in either process, and Iowa’s
current system ensures that there is a
balanced, fair, and non-partisan approach to
selecting judges and redrawing our political
landscape.

•

Increase the state sales tax to create a

Polly Horton

LWVIA Priorities for the 20192020 Legislative Assembly

December meeting follow-up
Jim McKinney, warden at the Iowa Medical
and Classi?ication Center (IMCC) in Coralville,
addressed LWVJC members at the semi-annual
December Brunch meeting at the Elks Club in
Iowa City. He said it is time to change how we
do corrections and has enacted programs at
IMCC toward this goal.
McKinney said offering consistent pathways
back into society gives inmates a reason to
work to reform. “Our correctional of?icers are
trying to help these guys each and every day
become better citizens.”
He shared ?ive programs that have been
started:
•

Raising puppies to become a service dog for
Veterans with PTSD

•

Training animal shelter dogs to become

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County

connued on page 5
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stable, suf<icient, and dedicated funding
source for water quality. The Legislature
needs to ensure REAP is fully funded at no
less than $20 million.
•

Address the income cliff for child care
assistance. Working families should not be
forced to choose between affordable child
care and job advancements that would
make them ineligible for child care
assistance. Tiering the assistance in a way
that allows parents to move up their career
ladder without an immediate loss in child
care creates a path to independence that the
state should support.

ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES FOR 2019-2020
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
•

•

•

•

Build on Iowa’s successful bottle
redemption law by adding other noncarbonated beverages, and increasing
handling fees that go to redemption centers.
Ensure reliable and suf?icient funding for
the state’s regional Mental Health/
Disability Services system, including
funding for the new core services for those
with complex needs.
Begin the process of creating an integrated,
coordinated, and comprehensive children’s
mental health system.
Strong and consistent oversight of
Medicaid to ensure services are
comprehensive and accessible, and
providers are being paid.

•

Suf?icient funding for all levels
of education, including child care,
preschool, K-12 education, community
colleges, and Regents institutions.

•

Provide greater judicial ?lexibility in
sentencing by eliminating mandatory
minimum sentencing and penalty
enhancements that do not contribute to
public safety.

•

Resist all efforts to further limit access to
women’s reproductive health
services and reinstate the death penalty.

•

Vote down a proposed gun rights

Website: www.lwvjc.org

constitutional amendment that goes beyond
federal constitutional protections. Align gun
rights with the U.S. Constitution.
Polly Horton

From LWVUS:
Our democracy is truly strongest when
everyone participates and has their voice
heard. On Election Day, voters made huge steps
toward full participation. But we still have so
far to go. Outraged about voter suppression?
This article (link below) from Elle.com shares
what you can do to help.
https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/
a24787304/what-to-do-voter-suppressiongerrymandering/

Women Win Midterms
League of Women Voters of the United
States CEO Virginia Kase said of the historic
Midterm elections, "When you combine the
power of women candidates and women
voters, there is nothing we can’t achieve. The
2018 midterms proved that."
http://msmagazine.com/blog/2018/11/08/
powerful-women-turned-tide-tuesday/

Water Quality Advocacy
LWV UMRR ILO - Upper Mississippi
River Region Inter-League
Organization
Are you interested in clean water? The LWV
is as well. Please look to see what we are doing
about the problem and join in the effort. UMRR
ILO Upper Mississippi River Region InterLeague Organization was incorporated on Oct.
24, 2015. The UMRR ILO is made up of Leagues
from four states including Iowa, Wisconsin,
Illinois, and Minnesota in the upper Mississippi
River watershed. Our local League, Linn
County, is included in addition to state League
members.
You belong!! Our focus is working to reduce
nutrient pollution – preventing “too much of a
good thing.” How can the UMRR ILO ?ix such a
problem? Brie?ly, by the following: educating,

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County

connued on page 6
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capitalizing on relationships with legislators and
regulators, using our 501(c)(3) status and pooling
time and resources to apply for grants, facilitating
dialogue and collaboration and discussion.
Further emphasis includes study and action,
exchanging information, cooperative planning,
and sharing data and collaboration with
government and educational institutions.
Mary Ann Nelson,
LWVLinnCounty

reading the Dec. 5, 2018, blog please VISIT
https://www.lwvumrr.org/blog Also, join
others in our League with the efforts.
LWVJC Water Quality Advocates: Cathy
Eisenhofer, Sandy Keller, Linda Levey, Kelly
Teeselink, Paula Vaughan, Lee Wood.
Cathy Eisenhofer
Water Quality Committee

LWVJC Water Quality Updates

LWVJC involvement through VOTE411.org
and forum sponsorship timeline:
Thursday, Nov. 8: The statutory committee
met and set the election to ?ill the two years
remaining on the term of Kurt Friese, who died
Oct. 26.
Monday, Nov. 26: Filing deadline, 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 28: Invitation to
participate in VOTE411.org*
Wednesday, Dec. 5: Early voting began at
Auditor's Of?ice. Voting 7:45 to 5:30 weekdays.
Wednesday, Dec. 5: Candidate forum, 7 to
8:30 p.m., Iowa City City Hall, sponsored by
League of Women Voters.
Tuesday, Dec. 18; Election Day
Election results are below.
*Message to candidates: On behalf of the voters
and the League of Women Voters of Johnson
County (LWVJC), thank you for participating in
VOTE411.org. It is an online interactive,
community speci?ic online voter guide where
voters can compare your positions with those
of your fellow candidates.
Cathy Eisenhofer,
Vote411.org

On Dec. 3, 2018, LWV Upper Mississippi River
Region held their bi-monthly board meeting at the
Coralville Public Library in Johnson County,
Iowa. The educational event after the Board
meeting featured speakers Chris Henning,
Woman, Food and Agriculture Network, and Mike
Delaney, Isaac Walton League Field Organizer.
These organizations, along with the LWV
Upper Mississippi River Region, are reaching out
to absentee landowners - people who rent
farmland to others who farm. Throughout the
Midwest, absentee farmland landownership is
common. What will be the farming legacy of these
rented lands? Isaac Walton has received a grant to
develop workshops to provide landowners with
information on how to protect rented farm land.
UMRR-ILO is working with the Ikes (Izaak Walton
Leagues) in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Illinois to set up workshops in watersheds that
impact the Mississippi River basin.
The Coralville meeting in Iowa provided an
opportunity to meet each other and set up the
groundwork for local workshop planning. Our
local league, LWVJC was well represented with 20
of the 35 members in attendance,
If you are interested in ?inding out more or
December 18, 2018 Turnout
Johnson County Supervisor Special Election
Registered Voters
Iowa City
49,709
Coralville
12,535
North Liberty
12,152
Rest of county
22,426
GRAND TOTAL
96,822

Website: www.lwvjc.org

JC Board of Supervisors
special election turnout

Total voters
5,078
992
591
2,997
9,658

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County

Turnout
10.22%
7.91%
4.86%
13.36%
9.98%
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Meet a Member—
Maureen Moeller
“It’s all for the good of the people”—that’s
Maureen Moeller’s summary of League activity
and actions. Maureen is neither a new LWVJC
member nor a politics bystander; her political
activism in Johnson County dates back to 2014 at
least, and in 2016 she was fully engaged in
campaign activities. But the League’s
nonpartisanship is foremost in her mind during
the project that has kept her involved during the
last election cycle—voter registration. Under the
leadership of our previous voter-registration
chair, Julie Wittig, and most recently with our
current chair, Susan Enzle, Maureen has helped in
recruiting hundreds of new voters.
Maureen has especially enjoyed the
registration team’s visits to high schools and her
work with teenagers, probably because of her
long history as a counselor with young people.
And when you learn a bit about her family, you
may view her comfort with this age group as
natural: Maureen is one of 10 children! She grew
up in Welton, Iowa, on a typical Iowa farm—her
dad grew corn and beans. He is also, she says, a
feminist—and every one of the eight girls and two
boys in her family completed postsecondary
education. Maureen was an English major (and
likes to write letters to newspaper editors—she
says that having opinions is easy!) but decided
that a master’s in counseling was a better ?it for
her than teaching junior high kids.
Encouraging others to become educated has
been a guiding mission in Maureen’s long
counseling career. She and her husband, a retired
school superintendent, lived and worked in the
Quad Cities for many years; their three sons grew
up there and went to Pleasant Valley schools in
Bettendorf (all have advanced degrees, in
business and education). Maureen’s most

rewarding work was in social services and
alternative education, working with pregnant
teens. She speaks with wonder and frustration
and satisfaction of the young women she
encountered and the challenges they faced
together.
After their long careers in education,
Maureen and her husband decided to retire in
the Iowa City area. Both had gone to school at
the university and were well acquainted with
the community’s attractions. Following in the
path of her parents, who took up golf to have
an activity they could share, Maureen herself
began to golf several years ago—but says she
can’t beat either parent. She marvels at how,
with both of them aged 90-ish, they continue to
travel to different golf courses.
So the thread of learning new activities and
enjoying new places and people continues to
wind through Maureen’s life, even, or
especially, in retirement. She delights in the
smart and talented women she meets through
League, and in the compassionate and
thoughtful politicians she has met here, and in
the opportunities that her gol?ing allows for
being outdoors in beautiful sites.
And of course—her children and
grandchildren! Maureen and her husband leave
before Christmas for their condo in Arizona, on
a route that will take them to visit their ?ive
Colorado grandchildren. Is there any chance
those kids won’t be queried about their school
activities? And perhaps given a few hints about
the importance of education? And maybe even
a “commercial” about League? I wouldn’t bet
against it.
And we can all look forward to Maureen’s
return to our community—whenever the call
goes out to register voters.
Gail Zlatnik

Save-this-Date — Thursday, Feb. 14
annual League of Women Voters Birthday Bash
and founding anniversary
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library
West Branch, Iowa
Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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League Photo Gallery

Barbara Beaumont (le/) visits with Barbara
Haring at the semi-annual winter meeng.
Top photo: LWVJC hosted its semi-annual winter meeng with a
Brunch at the Elks Club in Iowa City. Iowa Rep. Mary Mascher
introduced Iowa Medical Classiﬁcaon Center Warden Jim Mckinney, who addressed the League. Above: Mary Masher greets Jim
Mckinney.

Jim Mckinney

Linda Meloy updates the audience
about the League’s upcoming
centennial projects.

Della McGrath (le/) and Pat Hayek (center) visit
with a League member.

Make plans to meet with legislators on Capitol Day
Thursday, Feb. 20
in Des Moines, Iowa

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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League Photo Gallery continued

Top le/: Royceann Porter (D) and Phil Hemingway (R) parcipate in a LWVJC
Candidate Forum prior to the Johnson County Board of Supervisor Special
Elecon. Top right: Candidates greet each other. Above: Audience members.

Above: LWVJC Board member Susan Enzle
moderated the forum.

Le/: LWV UMRR ILO (Upper
Mississippi River Region
Inter-League Organizaon)
met at the Coralville Public
Library in December to help
local Leagues plan meengs
to encourage producers to
incorporate pracces that
reduce nitrates in Iowa
waterways.

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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Calendar of Events
2019

Time

Locaon

Program

Monday, Jan. 14

2:30 – 4 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 14

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Century of Impact
Commi=ee Meeng
LWVJC Board Meeng

Saturday, Jan. 19

10 a.m.

Jensen home, 13
Lakeview Dr. NE, IC
Coralville Public Library
1401 5th St.
Human Resource Bldg.

Monday, Jan. 21

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 23

5:30 – 7 p.m.

Voter Registraon
Marn Luther King Day
Collecve Memories
Recepon and Celebraon

Saturday, Jan. 26

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 28

7- 8:30 p.m.

Mercer Aqua)c Center
Iowa City
Pat Heiden Community
Room B, Oaknoll
Re)rement Residence
Iowa City City Hall
410 E. Washington St.
Oaknoll Spring Building
4th ﬂoor, mee)ng Room B

Wednesday, Feb. 20

7 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Des Moines Capitol Bldg.

Wednesday, Jan. 23

6 to 8 p.m.

University of Iowa - IMU

Voter Registraon
UI Student Engagement Fair

Monday, Feb. 11

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

LWVJC Board Meeng

Thursday, Feb. 14

TBD

Saturday, Feb. 23

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

LWV/LWVJC Birthday
Celebraon
Legislave Forum
Environmental Issues

Monday, Feb. 25

7- 9 p.m.

Herbert Hoover Library
West Branch
Coralville Public Library
Schwab Auditorium
1401 FiAh St.
Oaknoll Spring Building
4th ﬂoor, mee)ng Room B

Monday, March 11

6 - 7:30 p.m.

Coralville Public Library

Carrie Chapman Ca= Book
Club “The Soul of America:
The Ba=le for Our Be=er
Angels”
LWVJC Board Meeng

Saturday, March 16

10 a.m.

Iowa City

LWVIA Board Meeng

Saturday, March 23

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Legislave Forum
Community Organizaons

Saturday, May 18

10 a.m.

North Liberty City Hall
3 Quail Creek Circle,
Highway 965
Iowa City

Wednesday, June 8

10 a.m.

Ames

LWVIA Board Meeng

LWVIA Board Meeng

Legislave Forum:
Educaon
Carrie Chapman Ca= Book
Club “The Soul of America:
The Ba=le for Our Be=er
Angels”
LWVIA Capitol Day

LWVIA Board Meeng

February VOTER Deadline:
Jan. 25 - 5 p.m., for Feb. 1 distribution—last Friday of the month

Website: www.lwvjc.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Johnson County
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